










TO:

VIA:

FROM:

DATE:

Albany Cily Council

Wes Hare, Cily Manager \
Don Donovan, Planning Manager .~H.

Anne Catlin, Communily Development Planner oi#
Oscar Hult, Landmarks Advismy Commission Chair

May 19, 2008, for the May 28, Cily Council Meeting

SUBJECT: 2007-2008 Landmarks Advisory Commission Report to Council

RELATES TO STRATEGIC PLAN THEME:. Great Neighborhoods

Action Requested:

Receive the report from the Landmarks Advisory Commission on the Commission's activities.

Discussion:

The Albany Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) was established by the Cily Council in
1979. The Mayor appoints the seven-member Commission. According to the Albany Municipal
Code, the LAC was created to "effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement, perpetuation
of improvements and districts, which represent or reflect elements of the cily's cultural, social,
economic, political and architectural history." In addition to the regulatory responsibilities, the
LAC maintains historic property records, recommends historical designations, coordinates
preservation program planning, and recommends rules and regulations necessary to carry out its
purpose.

The LAC meets the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.

2007-08 Activities. Since our last repmt in March 2007, the Commission and staff worked on the
following activities:

• EDUCATION and OUTREACH

To Property Owners: Education and outreach to historic district residents was provided in the
form of preservation newsletters, several workshops (assessing your historic home, window
repairs and weatherization, landscaping, bathroom remodels, researching your historic
propelty), preservation month activities, and library book additions.

Realtors: Staff spoke at a Realtor "Lunch and Learn" training session about "Historic
Buildings, Historic Districts and Historic Regulations. "

Others: Staffmade presentations at two preservation conferences in the last year.

• RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION GRANT PROGRAM

Five properties in the Hackleman district received matching grants in 2007 exterior
restoration and rehabilitation. The LAC awarded eight projects funding for 2008 (2008
funding came from the Housing fund). The grant funds have averaged a 3-to-1 return on
the dollar. We feel this program offers a nice "carrot" to encourage restoration and
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maintenance of Albany's collection of historic homes. We received a small grant from
the State Historic Preservation Office to continue this program in the 2008-2009 grant
cycle, however funding beyond 2009 is uncertain with changes taking place with grants
at the state level.

o HIStORIC LAND USE REVIEWAND COMPLIANCE

In 2007, the City processed and approved 24 historic review applications. Most of these
projects included work visible from the street and were reviewed and approved by the
Landmarks Advisory Commission.

o EXPANSION TO MONTEITH NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT UPDATE

The City and consultant presented the draft proposal for expansion of the Monteith National
Register Historic District to the State Advisory Commission on Historic Preservation
(SACHP) in February, 2008. The nomination was tabled for several reasons, primarily
because the Commission rarely gets requests to expand historic districts and needed more
information.

Staff and the consultant met with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) staff to
review and evaluate the draft expansion proposal. SHPO staff also received input from the
National Register staff about the nomination. Based on discussions and input from the
National Register and SACHP, the nomination was revised to follow development patterns,
rather than the Monteith Southern Addition plat map. This resulted in removing several
properties fronting 12''' Avenue SW from the proposed expansion area. (The revised
expansion area boundary map is attached.)

A new version of the proposed expansion to the Monteith District was submitted to the state
in March and will be on the agenda for the next meeting of the SACHP in early June. SHPO
stafffeeis the nomination will be approved and forwarded to the National Register.

2008 ACTIVITIES AND FOCUS

o Continue and enhance existing education and outreach efforts - including newsletters,
workshops, realtor training, and Web site updates.

o Continue the rehabilitation matching grant program.
o Develop preservation design guidelines to assist historic property owners and inform them of

Code regulations and criteria.
o Update the historic resources section of the Albany Comprehensive Plan.
o Evaluate Albany Development Code Article 7 for necessary updates and clarifications

needed, workiIlg with the public to determine if there is support for demolition denial.

alc
Attachment: Monteith District and Expansion Area Map
c: Landmarks Advisory Commission

DonDonovan, Planning Manager

G:\Historic\2008\report to council.5.28.doc
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Albany Monteith District & Expansion Area
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