
 APPROVED: May 13, 2009 
CITY OF ALBANY 

CITY COUNCIL 
Council Chambers 

Wednesday, March 25, 2009 
7:15 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Konopa was absent. 
 
Council President Ralph Reid, Jr. called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
Council President Reid led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Council members present: Jeff Christman, Ralph Reid, Jr., Floyd Collins, Dick Olsen, Bill Coburn, and 

Bessie Johnson 
Council member absent: Mayor Konopa 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
 
 Recognizing Assistant Finance Director John Stahl’s Oregon Municipal Financial Officer Association 

(OMFOA) Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
 Finance Director Stewart Taylor explained to the Council that the award is not given on an annual basis, but 

when the organization feels someone is deserving of it.  He explained John Stahl’s career long involvement in 
the OMFOA and his contributions to that organization and the City of Albany. 

 
PROCLAMATION 
 
 Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month. 
 
 Reid read the proclamation declaring April 2009 Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
 Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing  
 
 VC-01-09, vacating a portion of Willamette Avenue NE, east of Davidson Street. 
 
 Reid explained that the applicant for the vacation of the public right-of-way is the City of Albany Public 

Works Department. 
 
 Reid opened the quasi-judicial public hearing at 7:26 p.m. 
 
 Reid asked if any member of the City Council wished to abstain.  No one did. 
 
 Reid asked if any members of the City Council wished to declare a conflict of interest, or report any 

significant ex parte contact or a site visit.  No one did. 
 
 Reid explained that those wishing to testify should be aware that they must raise an issue with enough detail 

to afford the Council and all parties an opportunity to respond to the issue if they later want to raise that 
issue on appeal to the Land Use Board of Appeals.  Testimony and evidence must be directed towards the 
approval standards staff will describe or other criteria in the plan or development code which they believe 
apply to the decision.  If additional documents or evidence are provided by any party, the City Council may 
allow a continuance or leave the record open to allow the parties a reasonable opportunity to respond.  Any 
continuance or extension of the record requested by the applicant shall result in a corresponding extension to 
the 120-day limit.  Failure of the applicant to raise constitutional or other issues relating to proposed 
conditions of approval with enough detail to allow the local government or its designee to respond to the 
issue precludes an action for damages in Circuit Court. 

 
 Staff Report 
 
 Infrastructure Analyst Mike Leopard said the property being vacated is generally located in the area of the 

Water Reclamation Facility and is currently being used only as access to the treatment facility.  The City 
owns all property adjacent to the area.  The main reason staff is requesting a vacation is to allow for more 
efficient use of City property and it would also allow for better security. 
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There were no questions from the Council. 
 

 Testimony 
 
 No one wished to speak. 
 
 Reid closed the quasi-judicial public hearing at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Deputy City Attorney Matt Jarvis read for the first time in title only “AN ORDINANCE VACATING 

THAT PORTION OF WILLAMETTE AVENUE NE EAST OF DAVIDSON STREET, IN ALBANY, 
OREGON; AND ADOPTING FINDINGS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.” 

 
 MOTION: Councilor Johnson moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Councilor 

Coburn seconded the motion and it passed 6-0. 
 
 Jarvis read the ordinance a second time in title only. 
 
 MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the ordinance.  Councilor Christman seconded the motion and it passed 

6-0, and was designated Ordinance No. 5714. 
 
 Business from the Public 
 
 Michael Quinn, 4455 Sunset Ridge Drive, North Albany, asked to revisit the discussion at the previous 

meeting regarding System Development Charges.  During that discussion, his concern was for in-fills and 
affordable housing.  He said there is still a need for bigger subdivision projects, but he would encourage the 
Council to spend more time on affordable housing.  He said that he had a meeting four or five years ago with 
then City Manager Steve Bryant and Public Works Director Diane Taniguichi-Dennis regarding affordable 
housing.  He would like a task force created to pick up from that discussion ways to provide affordable 
housing in Albany.  He said his research has shown that there can be two methodologies on new construction 
and affordable housing.  He suggested the Council contact other cities to get examples of this. 

 
 Councilor Collins said he had talked to Mr. Quinn and thought some of the ideas might work.  He would like 

that discussion to take place with a task force and then make some simple amendments to the ordinance.  He 
would support creating a task force. 

 
 MOTION: Councilor Olsen moved to ask the Mayor to create a task force to review System Development 

Charges for in-fill and affordable housing.  Collins seconded the motion. 
 
 Christman suggested the Council or staff come up with some way to focus the task force.  Quinn said many 

years ago they had met with a similar agenda and they are ready to hit the ground running. 
 
 VOTE: A vote was taken on the motion and it passed 6-0. 
 
 Johnson’s suggestion 
 
 Discussion of Periwinkle Path at Ermine & Westwood Place. 
 
 This item was moved from its original position at the end of the agenda to accommodate the citizens in the 

audience.  
 
 Johnson provided a petition with the neighbors’ signatures on it asking to close the Periwinkle Pathway at 

Ermine Street and Westwood Place (in agenda file).  There has been difficulty with teenagers trespassing, 
vandalism, and being foul mouthed. 

 
 Mary Peterson, 2589 Westwood Place, said that the loitering teenagers are getting bolder and bolder and are 

in groups of 10-20 kids.  It can be intimidating.  Her children need to walk through the groups of kids on 
their way to school.  They litter and they smoke.  They also roam around the neighborhood. 

 
 Ron Dansyear, 2503 Westwood Place, provided an article from 1993.  At that time the high school said they 

would take care of the kids.  Now, they say they are short staffed, and the neighbors should call the police.  
The kids are becoming more aggressive and more belligerent.  He has seen the pathway used as a restroom 
and for illegal sales.  Vehicles have been broken into and they’ve started fires.  They seem to have the 
appearance of a new gang.  The neighborhood wants the walkway closed.  The use of the walkway by the 
kids is around 98 percent. 

 
 Olsen asked, does the City own the pathway?  City Manager Wes Hare said yes.  Olsen commented that if 

the street went through, this would not be an issue. 
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 There followed questions regarding location and fencing, types of students, and access to neighboring 
properties.  Dansyear said the neighborhood has the support of the Community Resource Unit in the Police 
Department and they are grateful for that, but the Police are too short staffed to continue to patrol the area. 

 
 Joe Gutt, 2515 Westwood Place, said the pathway has been a problem for over 20 years.  He gave several 

examples of problems throughout the years.  He said the neighborhood has tried everything to discourage 
these kids.  Nothing seems to work.  They need the pathway closed. 

 
 Collins asked Fire Chief Bradner, if there was a fire in the area, would the Department have access to the 

neighborhood?  Bradner wasn’t sure.  He would have to investigate.  Collins said he is supportive of the 
neighbors and would ask the City Manager to have staff bring back a report.  He wants to protect the 
neighborhood. 

 
 Hare said the school should be part of the discussion.  He would be willing to convene the parties. 
 
 Johnson thinks the Council should give an answer to the neighbors within a week or two.  She believes it is 

a volatile situation.  Hare said staff can prepare a report for the next Regular City Council meeting. 
 

Olsen would like to hear what the Police Chief has to say as well. 
 
 Action on this item was postponed to the Wednesday, April 8, 2009, City Council meeting. 
 
 Adoption of Ordinance 
 
 Amending Ordinance No. 5709, changing the election date for revisions to the City Charter. 
 
 Deputy City Attorney Matt Jarvis read for the first time in title only “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

ORDINANCE NO. 5709, CHANGING THE ELECTION DATE FOR REVISION TO THE CITY 
CHARTER.” 

 
 MOTION: Collins moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Christman seconded the 

motion and it passed 6-0. 
 
 Jarvis read the ordinance a second time in title only. 
 
 Motion: Coburn moved to adopt the ordinance.  Christman seconded the motion and it passed 6-0, and was 

designated Ordinance No. 5715. 
 
 Adoption of Resolutions 
 
 Providing for additional revenue and offsetting expenses in the Central Services Fund. 
 
 MOTION: Collins moved to adopt the resolution providing for additional revenue and offsetting expenses in 

the Central Service Fund.  Johnson seconded the motion and it passed 6-0, and was designated Resolution 
No. 5756. 

 
 Sale of City-owned property at 1390 Waverly Drive SE. 
 
 Accepting the conveyance of City-owned real property to Albany Medical Solutions, LLC. 
 
 MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the resolution accepting the conveyance of City-owned real property to 

Albany Medical Solutions, LLC.  Collins seconded the motion and it passed 6-0, and was designated 
Resolution No. 5757. 

 
 Accepting a 12-foot wide easement for underground fiber optic lines from Albany Medical Solutions, LLC. 
 
 MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the resolution accepting a 12-foot wide easement for underground fiber 

optic lines from Albany Medical Solutions, LLC.  Christman seconded the motion and it passed 6-0, and 
was designated Resolution No 5758. 

 
 Adoption of Consent Calendar 
 

1) Approval of Minutes 
a) February 9, 2009, City Council Work Session 
b) March 9, 2009, City Council Work Session 

2) Accepting a grant from the Linn County Cultural Coalition for general operating support of the 2009 
Mondays @ Monteith Concert Series. RES. NO. 5759 

3) Authorizing the Parks & Recreation Department to apply for a Local Government Grant from the Oregon 
Parks & Recreation Department for the restoration and renovation of Teloh-Calapooia Park. 

 RES. NO. 5760 
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4) Authorizing acceptance of an easement from River View Place Apartments Limited Partnership. 
 RES. NO. 5761 

5) Accepting the 2009-2010 Oregon State University Intergovernmental Agreement for funding the 
OSU/LBCC dual enrollment pass program  and the OSU student, staff, and faculty pass program on the 
Linn-Benton Loop Transit System and on Albany Transit System, and Linn-Benton Loop operating 
budget. RES. NO. 5762 

6) Accepting a storm drainage easement from Keller Development Company, Inc. RES. NO. 5763 
 

MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented.  Christman seconded the motion 
and it passed 6-0. 

 
 Report 
 
 Temporary safeguards for dangerous building. 
 
 Building Official Melanie Adams reported that in late January Building Department staff was advised of 

possible structural damage to a building at 223 2nd Avenue SE in the historic downtown area.  Upon 
inspection by the staff and a structural engineer, it was determined that the building’s basement walls were 
showing signs of failure and that the public and the occupants of the building were at risk.  Further 
excavation and analysis suggested that the buildings on either side of this structure were also at risk for 
structural failure.  The Building Department issued a Notice and Order to the property owner declaring the 
building dangerous and requiring immediate action to remedy the conditions.  When they issued the Order 
the engineer advised them that they had a couple of months to get the repairs done without subjecting the 
building’s occupants and the public to increased risk.  After many conversations with the building owner, it 
became apparent that the structure would not be repaired in the near future unless those repairs were 
initiated by the City.  With the approval of the City Manager and the support of the City Attorney the 
Department began constructing safeguards to the building.  The City Attorney has initiated legal 
proceedings to obtain a court order to repair the building. 

 
 Collins asked, would the City then place a lien on the building?  Jarvis said yes, but currently there is a trust 

deed on the property.  That trust deed would be satisfied before the City’s lien.  They need Council direction 
to file an action in Linn County.  The Council was agreeable. 

 
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
Johnson’s discussion of Periwinkle Path at Ermine & Westwood Place item was moved up in the agenda to after 
Business from the Public to accommodate audience members. 
 
RECESS TO AN EMERGENCY EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION OR 
LITIGATION LIKELY TO BE FILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORS 192.660 (2)(h) AND ORS 196.640 (3) 
 
The Regular Session was recessed into an Emergency Executive Session at 8:30 p.m. because if the City 
Council did not meet, it would impact the City in a negative economic way with a potential loss of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 
 
RECONVENE 
 
The Regular Session was reconvened at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Public Works Director Diane Taniguchi-Dennis provided data (in the agenda file) with comparisons regarding 
leaf pickup and a solid waste ordinance.  Leaf pick up is treated in the city of Corvallis as a solid waste pickup. 
 
Assistant Public Works Director Mark Shepard provided a map with a summary of potential projects for the 
federal stimulus money.  Overlays have been approved by the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT).  
The City does need to upgrade curb ramps.  He explained that ODOT has to bid the projects, not the City of 
Albany.  The Park & Ride project and the REA building have been approved. They are still trying to get 53rd 
Avenue approved. 
 
Hare said he has reviewed budgets from staff for the General Fund.  Even though the target ending balance was 
$3 million, it doesn’t look good.  The City is trying to avoid cuts.  He warned the Council that there has not been 
an increase in revenues to cover the increase in costs and the City continues to fall behind.  There followed 
discussion regarding possibilities for future budgets.  Hare suggested having early budget meetings in the 2009-
2010 budget year.  Taylor explained the complexity of the budget. 
 
Reid asked if the Council was supportive of him continuing on the National League of Cities Steering 
Transportation Committee.  It was the consensus of the Council that Reid continue representing Albany on the 
national committee. 
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NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
The City Council is scheduled for a Joint Work Session with the Linn County Commissioners on Monday, 
March 30, 2009, at 4:00 p.m., at the Main Library.  The next regular scheduled City Council Work Session is on 
Monday, April 6, 2009, at 4:00 p.m., in the Municipal Court Room, at City Hall.  The next Regular Session is 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 8, 2009, at 7:15 p.m., in the Council Chambers, at City Hall. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:29 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Betty Langwell, MMC Stewart Taylor 
City Clerk Finance Director 
 
 
 


