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CITY OF ALBANY 

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:28 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Councilors present: Jeff Christman, Ralph Reid, Jr., Floyd Collins, Dick Olsen, Bill Coburn, and Bessie 

Johnson 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

 Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day 

 

 Konopa read the proclamation declaring December 21, 2009, Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day. 

 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

 Business from the Public 

 

 City Attorney Jim Delapoer explained that the Council would not be receiving any testimony tonight 

regarding the Oak Street Local Improvement District (LID) or the Lowe’s construction project.  He asked 

the audience not to bring those items up during “Business from the Public.”  He introduced into the record a 

letter from Attorney George Heilig, 310 NW 7
th
 Street, Suite 100, Corvallis, stating that his office would be 

representing Ping Lee regarding the Oak Street LID (in agenda file).  Delapoer told the Council that no 

action was needed on the letter; he only wanted to incorporate it into the record. 

 

 Bob Kish, 869 Clover Ridge Road, said he has a subdivision under construction behind his property and was 

concerned about the removal of two oak trees.  He had talked to the builders and the City, and had been told 

the two trees would be preserved.  In particular he had talked to Planning Manager Don Donovan who 

agreed that they were historic trees.  He left town for a few days and when he returned the trees had been 

removed.  When he talked to the City Forester he was told that the Forester had called the wrong Bob to 

explain the situation regarding removal.  He was told that they were removed because of a fungus.  As a 

neighbor of the subdivision and after being informed in writing several times about issues surrounding it, 

when the decision was made to take down the trees, he received nothing in writing. 

 

Councilor Olsen would like to know if this issue went to the Tree Commission. 

 

 Councilor Johnson said she had talked to City Forester Craig Carnagey, who told her that he had received a 

report from Oregon State University that there was an aggressive fungus in the root of the tree and that is 

why the decision was made to remove it. 

 

 Staff will return with information regarding the process used for removal of these trees. 

 

 Bill Root, 2634 Valley View Drive NW, mentioned that as one of the Soup Kitchen volunteers, they have 

noticed their numbers are down. 

 

 There followed discussion regarding the homeless numbers and services available in Albany. 

 

 Adoption of Resolutions 

 

 WWTP-08-02, Wetlands Treatment Project, authorizing expenditure of funds 

 

 Olsen commented on the article in the paper regarding this project being a waste of stimulus funds.  There 

followed a discussion about how uninformed Senator McCain and Senator Coburn were about this project. 

 

 Councilor Collins commented that the Albany-Millersburg Water Management Group considered 

alternatives to the Talking Water Gardens Wetlands Treatment process.  The costs were evaluated and this 

was the most economic way to proceed.  Because of changes in Oregon environmental law, the City is 

required to institute some sort of additional treatment. 
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 MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the resolution authorizing expenditure of funds for WWTP-08-02, 

Capital Projects – Wetlands Treatment Project.  Councilor Reid seconded the motion and it passed 6-0, and 

was designated Resolution No. 5873. 

 

 Public Information Officer/Executive Assistant Marilyn Smith will provide to the Council a copy of the 

letters sent to Congress in response to the comments made by the Senators (in agenda file). 

 

 Accepting a gift of property from Stew Stone, et al, and adopting restrictive covenants 

 

 Parks & Recreation Director Ed Hodney explained that parcel “K”, as designated on the map, is mostly on 

the west side of the Calapooia River.  It is land-locked.  Reid was concerned about how staff would get over 

to it for maintenance.  Hodney said it was accessible.  

 

 Delapoer explained that this is the final step of the wetlands piece of the entire 53
rd

 Avenue development, 

Spring Meadow Subdivision.  Currently the City owns the “2004” property designated on the map in the 

agenda and it is unrestricted.  There is not much risk in obtaining this land for the City, but there is not much 

benefit to the City either. 

 

 Hodney identified only one property parcel that is not owned by the City in order to make a buffer around 

the subdivision. 

 

 MOTION: Councilor Coburn moved to adopt the resolution on the dais authorizing the acceptance of a 

donation of real property and authorizing the recording of restrictive covenants for park purposes.  Johnson 

seconded the motion and it passed 6-0, and was designated Resolution No. 5874. 

 

 Adoption of Consent Calendar 

 

1) Authorizing the Fire Department to accept $30,000 from the 2009 State Homeland Security Grant 

Program. RES. NO. 5875 

 

 MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented.  Reid seconded the motion and it 

passed 6-0. 

 

 Report 

 

 ST-09-03, Oak Street Improvements Local Improvement District (LID), initial Engineer’s Report and 

Financial Investigation 

 

 Assistant Public Works Director/City Engineer Mark Shepard said staff is asking for direction for the Oak 

Street LID.  He said the report contains the direction from Council to use trip generation as the 

methodology.  The report shows City participation at $376,300 (the original amount given by Linn County 

for Oak Street).  This report shows no City participation in the punch-through portion of Oak Street.  

Shepard illustrated options for resources, if the City were to participate, by using a hallway with “money” 

doors and the concerns about each (in agenda file).  He also mentioned that funding for some projects 

currently in the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) are also from these options and would need to be 

delayed if used here. 

 

 Collins asked, if the City proceeds and participates in the LID is there a requirement for it to be cash up 

front initially or can the City finance over time?  Shepard said he understands that the City could finance.  

Collins said he has figured it would be $50,000 a year.  That is much easier to absorb. 

 

Delapoer commented that the public will not care where the City gets the money to participate; they will 

only care to what extent the City will participate.  Tonight, staff needs to know what to include in the final 

Engineer’s Report.  Basically, the City needs a proposal for the public to speak to at the public hearing. 

 

 There followed Council discussion regarding specific properties and funding possibilities. 

 

 Collins commented that if the draft schedule was for the project to be completed by the summer of 2011, he 

would ask to get it done sooner.  He would like to direct staff to do everything to expedite the project to be 

completed sooner, with the best case being the summer of 2010.  He supports moving ahead to finalize the 

Engineers Report. 

 

Delapoer suggested that the Council, for the purpose of the public notice, not show City participation.  The 

Council would provide the worst case scenario and then hear from the public what they would like.  The 

Engineers Report would have everyone’s allocation with no city participation, but in the public hearing 

notice include what level the City would be willing to participate in. 

 

 MOTION: Collins moved to have staff use the report submitted tonight as the basis to finalize the Engineers 

report to be brought back to the Council as a resolution, with the exception that funding for City 

participation not be shown on an individual lot basis.  Coburn seconded the motion. 
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 Olsen asked, would the Council decide after the public hearing about the policy on double sided lots?  

Delapoer said the Council would not set citywide policy during one LID presentation.  Shepard said double 

sided lots are not handled the same way on every project. 

 

 VOTE: A vote was taken on the motion and it passed 6-0. 

 

 Staff was given direction to bring a report back with a resolution to the first meeting in January (January 13, 

2010) with a public hearing the last meeting in January or the first meeting in February. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Reid reported that he toured the Santiam-Albany Canal with staff from the Eugene offices of Oregon’s 

Congressional representatives.  To consider any federal funding, they suggested a joint process with Linn 

County to plan what should be done to improve the health and safety issues of the canal.  The Council agreed. 

 

Collins wanted to make it publically clear that having a difference of opinion with a staff member doesn’t mean 

he doesn’t respect staff. 

 

Coburn reported a meeting with the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) to fine tune goals and 

objectives of the State’s I-5 Interchange project.  The meeting showed the public elements of the project and 

was used to find out how they would like it to look.  Coburn took with him drawings from City of Albany 

Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish that highlighted problems with the ODOT plan.  ODOT was receptive 

and offered to bring a report to the Council before they have their open house. 

 

Konopa reminded the Council that the ground breaking for the Talking Water Gardens Wetlands Treatment 

project would be on February 12, 2010. 

 

Konopa mentioned that the Council had directed staff to create an Affordable Housing Task Force.  It is still in 

the works, but there have been some staffing issues.  Community Development Director Greg Byrne said the 

month of January is extremely full and staff was hoping to begin the budget process in order to see how that 

would affect Community Development before dedicating time and staff to this task force.  He would suggest it 

come back to the Council sometime in February.  The Council was agreeable. 

 

City Manager Pro-Tem/Finance Director Stewart Taylor informed the Council that there would be a Budget 

Committee Work Session on January 21, 2010, at 6:30 p.m., that would provide a financial forecast, a review of 

current conditions, and seek direction for the 2010-2011 budget process. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the City Council is a Work Session on Monday, January 11, 2010, at 4:00 p.m., 

in the Municipal Court Room at City Hall. 

 

The next scheduled Regular Session of the City Council is Wednesday, January 13, 2010, at 7:15 p.m., the 

Council Chambers at City Hall. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:24 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Betty Langwell, MMC Stewart Taylor 

City Clerk Finance Director 

 
 


