
 APPROVED: December 8, 2010 

CITY OF ALBANY 

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, November 17, 2010 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:18 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Councilors present: Jeff Christman, Ralph Reid, Jr., Floyd Collins, Dick Olsen, Bill Coburn, and Bessie 

Johnson 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

 Association of Motorcyclists of Oregon Day. 

 

 Konopa read a proclamation declaring December 5, 2010, as the Association of Motorcyclists of Oregon 

Day.  Bill Root mentioned that they make sure every kid gets a sack of toys and last year they gave away 

50 bicycles. 

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

 Business from the Public 

 

 Jack Kasper, Albany Municipal Airport, said a piece of property contiguous to the Municipal Airport 

belonged to a developer out of California and was acquired by Meyer Crest Ltd.  He facilitated getting the 

property for the Airport by convincing Meyer Motels to donate 2.80 acres.  He said the only request from 

the donors is to put a little sign up saying “This property donated in memory of Herbert Reichert Meyer”.  

Kasper would also like to make sure that the property will stay with the Airport. 

 

 Councilor Reid thanked Kasper for the time and effort he put in towards getting the property for the City 

and the Airport. 

 

 MOTION:  Reid moved to accept the property donated by Meyer Crest Ltd. identified in Linn County as  

11S-03W-09B-000403, 2.80 acres, contiguous to the Albany Airport.  Councilor Collins seconded the 

motion and it passed 6-0. 

 

 Bruce Gonzalez, 270 NE Charlotte Street, said the paper reported that there would be no jail time for junk 

and trash, but Officer Dorland told them that it is still up to a year in jail and a fine of $2,500. 

 

 City Attorney Jim Delapoer said that is correct, that penalty is still in effect for a misdemeanor.  Although, 

he cannot recall any time that penalty was imposed.  Jail is generally for repeat offenders and people who 

do not follow the orders of the court. 

 

 Councilor Coburn asked, can we assume the penalty is not specific to junk and trash?  Delapoer said that is 

correct. 

 

 Kate Porsche, 208 7
th
 Avenue, expressed gratitude for the Police Officer and Fire Department personnel 

who contacted them about the burning of their house on Walnut Street.  She also commended the City 

Building Department for their help after the fire. 

 

 First Reading of Ordinances 

 

 Levying an assessment against property specifically benefited by sewer connections and the assessment of 

a sewer system development charge for property described as Tax Lot 1200, Parcel 10S-04W-25, and site 

address 2600 Valley View Drive NW; and declaring an emergency. 

 

 City Attorney Jim Delapoer read for the first time in title only, “AN ORDINANCE LEVYING AN 

ASSESSMENT AGAINST PROPERTY SPECIFICALLY BENEFITED BY SEWER CONNECTIONS 

AND THE ASSESSMENT OF A SEWER SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT CHARGE FOR PROPERTY 

DESCRIBED AS TAX LOT 1200, PARCEL 10S-04W-25, AND SITE ADDRESS 2600 VALLEY VIEW 

DRIVE NW, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.” 

 

 MOTION: Reid moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Coburn seconded the 

motion and it passed 6-0. 
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 Delapoer read the ordinance for a second time in title only. 

 

MOTION: Reid moved to adopt the ordinance.  Coburn seconded the motion and it passed 6-0, and was 

designated Ordinance No. 5748. 

 

 Levying a charge under the provisions of Chapter 10.16 of the Albany Municipal Code for an in-lieu-of 

assessment for interceptor sewer for property described as Tax Lot 1200, Parcel 10S-04W-25, and site 

address 2600 Valley View Drive NW; and declaring an emergency. 

 

 City Attorney Jim Delapoer read for the first time in title only, “AN ORDINANCE LEVYING A 

CHARGE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 10.16 OF THE ALBANY MUNICIPAL CODE 

FOR AN IN-LIEU-OF ASSESSMENT FOR INTERCEPTOR SEWER FOR PROPERTY DESCRIBED 

AS TAX LOT 1200, PARCEL 10S-04W-25, AND SITE ADDRESS 2600 VALLEY VIEW DRIVE NW; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.” 

 

 MOTION:  Reid moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only.  Coburn seconded the 

motion and it passed 6-0. 

 

 Delapoer read the ordinance for a second time in title only. 

 

 MOTION: Reid moved to adopt the ordinance.  Coburn seconded the motion and it passed 6-0, and was 

designated Ordinance No. 5749. 

 

 Adoption of Consent Calendar  

 

1) Approval of Minutes 

a) February 1, 2010, City Council and Planning Commission Work Session. 

b) February 23, 2010, City Council and Benton County Board of Commissioners Joint Meeting. 

c) October 27, 2010, City Council Regular Session. 

2) Accepting the 2009-2011 Linn County Special Transportation Operating Grant Funding Agreement for 

Albany Transit System. RES. NO. 5958 

3) Setting a public hearing for January 12, 2010, to consider a proposed Transportation System 

Development Charge. 

4) Transferring appropriations for the purchase of the East Thornton Lake Natural Area property. 

 RES. NO. 5959 

 

 MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented.  Reid seconded the motion and it 

passed 6-0. 

 

 Report 

 

 Clarification of transient lodging tax penalties and interest. 

 

 Finance Director Stewart Taylor said the agenda memo explains the formula used to compute late 

penalties and interest due.  Attached to the memo is a list of Mr. Prakash’s late payments and penalties, 

with the accumulative total of $3,258.45. 

 

 Reid asked, when did Prakash take possession of the hotel?  Taylor said about two years ago.  The hotel 

was audited in 2008 and 2009, but not in 2010.  Staff has had numerous telephone calls and visits with Mr. 

Prakash. 

 

 Coburn said this is a franchise requirement and the main company would want them to adhere to the rules. 

 

 MOTION: Reid moved to deny the request for waiver and affirm the amount due as $3,258.45.  Coburn 

seconded the motion and it passed 6-0. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Councilor Johnson had concerns about securing water rights with Adair Village.  City Manager Wes Hare 

mentioned that the City has representation on and is an active participant in a three-county water issue group, 

which includes Adair Village.  They have been discussing water rights and the sharing of water rights. 

 

Johnson would like the Council to take a tour of the existing Police Station.  It will be scheduled for a future 

Work Session. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to adopt the resolution accepting the abstract of votes from the November 2, 2010, 

General Election.  Reid seconded the motion and it passed 6-0, and was designated Resolution No. 5960. 
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Coburn commented that he drove down Takena Street and there are still cars parking on the curbs.  Most are 

okay in that they do not cover the sidewalk.  Some do block the sidewalk.  He thinks the City should consider 

leaving a note of warning and ask them to park in the street.  He asked, is the issue resolved?  Hare said the 

issue is going to the Traffic Safety Commission to consider.  He doesn’t think it will get resolved, but feels 

there may be some suggestions to lessen the City’s liability. 

 

Delapoer believes the City will be vulnerable because of the Americans with Disabilities Act conditions, if 

they are indeed parking on the sidewalk.  If there is enough street width for the sidewalk to not be impacted, 

the City may need to redo the street. 

 

Councilor Christman said he wants to see options from the Traffic Safety Commission dealing with the other 

issues on that street as well. 

 

Public Works Director Diane Taniguchi-Dennis said Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish is working on 

the issue and has had one meeting with the neighborhood. 

 

Collins suggested the Community Development Department look at development code requirements for 

sidewalks. 

 

Coburn asked about the study or analysis of the Police Station.  He asked, what is staff generally going to do 

and where is the money going to come from?  Hare said he was directed to bring back to the Council a Request 

for Proposal or a Request for Quote to secure a consultant to look at options and other structures for a Police 

Station.  It will be about a month or so before he can bring that to the Council. 

 

Councilor Olsen said there is a wetlands and industrial development problem in our area and the Cascade West 

Council of Governments (COG) is working on the issue.  He and Collins and Planning Director Greg Byrne 

are on a committee that is reviewing it.  He said the idea is to make it easier for industrial development to get 

around the problems with wetlands.  Almost all of the industrial property available in the area has patches of 

wet areas that have to be remediated one way or another.  The question is how best to do it.  It’s COG’s desire 

to make it more certain for developers that they can remediate these areas quickly, with little risks to the 

governments involved, and as inexpensively as possible.  The immediate strategy is to set up a bank of wetland 

credits, so that COG will have some available should a business come to the area.  In the long term they want 

to develop a partnership strategy.  Among the things they don’t want to do is develop a new wetland.  They 

want to focus on industrial development and they discussed costs.  The developers are expected to purchase 

the credits. 

 

Konopa reminded the Council that the Train House will be having a tour on December 8, in the afternoon. 

 

Konopa asked for an update on how the City oversees the Gazebo on Ellsworth Street.  She has received 

complaints about people sleeping there and causing concerns for the neighbors.  Parks Director Ed Hodney 

said the Gazebo is not a park, so park rules do not apply.  He will work with Police Department and report 

back. 

 

Hodney said the City has received a request from the Greater Albany Public Schools Board to consider 

purchasing Deerfield Park.  It is around $368,000. 

 

Coburn and Johnson spoke in favor of the purchase. 

 

MOTION: Coburn moved to have staff come back to the Council with funding sources to purchase Deerfield 

Park.  Johnson seconded the motion and it passed 6-0. 

 

There followed discussion regarding the school district’s budget problems. 

 

Johnson would like to meet with the Chamber of Commerce’s Executive Committee.  Hare said the City has 

been approached by a local retired corporate executive, Michael Waldock, to consider a branding concept.  He 

has a interesting presentation that the Council might want to consider.  He is scheduled to meet with the 

Chamber but it could be a joint meeting of the Council and the Chamber.  There was Council consensus to 

have staff schedule this meeting. 

 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATIONS IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH ORS 192.660(2)(e) 

 

The Regular Session was recessed into an Executive Session at 8:26 p.m. 

 

RECONVENE 

 

The Regular Session was reconvened at 8:54 p.m. 

 

MOTION: Collins moved to give authority to the Fire Chief to bid on property consistent with direction given 

in the Executive Session.  Olsen seconded the motion and it passed 5-1, with Reid voting no. 
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NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the Albany City Council is a Work Session on Monday, December 6, 2010, at 

4:00 p.m., in the Municipal Court Room. 

 

The next scheduled Regular Session of the Albany City Council is Wednesday, December 8, 2010, at  

7:15 p.m., in the Council Chambers, of City Hall. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at  

 

Respectfully submitted by, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Betty Langwell, MMC Stewart Taylor 

City Clerk Finance Director 

 

 


