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CITY OF ALBANY 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

City Hall, Municipal Court Room 

Monday, August 9, 2010 

4:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

 Mayor Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

 Councilors present: Councilors Bill Coburn, Dick Olsen, Jeff Christman, Floyd Collins, Bessie Johnson, 

and Ralph Reid, Jr. 

 Councilors absent: None 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

 No one wished to speak. 

 

TAXI REGULATIONS REVIEW 

 

 City Attorney Jim Delapoer reviewed his discussion from the May 10, 2010, meeting.  He referred to the 

memo in the agenda file, saying that regulations concerning drivers and safety would change with the 

recommendations.  He explained the process staff used, including looking at other cities’ taxi regulations, and 

presenting these proposed changes to the current ordinance, as they seemed the most applicable to Albany.  

Delapoer said that he remains of the opinion that Albany does not need new regulations. 

 

 City Manager Wes Hare said that he is concerned that if the City gets into the taxi regulating business, they 

won’t be able to do it very well.  It is time consuming and considering that the City will continue to have 

difficult staffing decisions, not very timely.  He fears it will turn into an exercise of documentation rather than 

providing true safety.  He said he worries that it would be a difficult program to administer. 

 

 Delapoer provided an example of the city of Eugene being sued for not guaranteeing that a particular taxi was 

complying with the City’s insurance requirements.  If the City of Albany isn’t going to do something well, he 

would prefer that they not do it. 

 

 Councilor Bessie Johnson asked, how many taxi companies are there in Albany?  City Manager Wes Hare 

said that it varies. 

 

 Johnson asked, does the City currently verify liability insurance?  Delapoer said yes.  Johnson said she would 

not want the City to become the police of taxi cabs.  She would prefer to leave the ordinance as it is. 

 

 Konopa explained that a motion had been voted on at the May 10, 2010, Council Work Session, but the vote 

was 3-2.  Per the City of Albany Charter, it takes four votes to resolve a motion.  Therefore, the motion is 

returning to this meeting, since there is a full Council present, to be voted on. 

 

 RETURNING MOTION: Johnson moved to leave the current taxi cab language intact.  Coburn seconded the 

motion. 

 

 Councilor Bill Coburn said that he still supports the motion.  He agrees that there is a liability issue and 

doesn’t believe the City can afford to police more regulations. 

 

 Councilor Ralph Reid, Jr. asked, do buses follow the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) rules and 

regulations?  Public Works Director Diane Taniguchi-Dennis said yes. 

 

 Councilor Floyd Collins said his concern is safety.  The general public perceives that when they enter a taxi, 

the City somehow has screened the drivers and the vehicle.  The Council has a responsibility to assure the 

safety of the public. 

 

 Coburn asked, what problem is the City solving with these regulations?  Collins said he doesn’t want felons 

driving children or grandparents around.  Under these regulations, if the taxi company wants to hire a new 

employee, they would have to be screened. 

 

 Delapoer mentioned that felons do drive taxis.  It is one of the few jobs available to them.  Also, he said the 

taxi companies have screening available to them under state regulations. 

 

 Coburn asked, can Albany set standards above the Oregon law?  Delapoer said yes. 

 

 VOTE: A vote was taken on the motion and it passed 4-2, with Reid and Collins voting no. 
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VALLEY VIEW DRIVE - TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish reviewed the memo in the agenda packet.  He reminded the Council 

that any change to the street would be up to Benton County as they own the road.  He said the 

recommendations from the Traffic Safety Commission are on page four of the memo and include:  a) Remove 

the centerline stripe on the road at all locations except approaches to vertical curves with limited sight 

distance.  In those locations use a double solid four-inch yellow stripe.  b) Increase the width of the existing 

fog line stripes from four inches to six inches.  c) If at all possible, use a highly reflective striping material 

such as thermoplastic for the striping changes as opposed to paint.  d) Install custom supplemental traffic 

calming signs along the road.  A total of four signs should be used; two for each direction of travel.  If 

possible, involve the Valley View Drive neighborhood in decisions regarding the design and precise 

placement of the signs.  e) Conduct a new speed study on the road several months after making any striping or 

sign changes.  If the 85 percent speeds drops to 40 mph or less, submit a request to ODOT for a new speed 

study and revised speed zone order. 

 

 Irish suggested waiting six months to evaluate the speeds and if they drop then ask for a new study from 

ODOT.  He said it doesn’t cost the City for an ODOT study. 

 

 Johnson asked how removing the center line could possibly reduce speeds.  Irish said that studies have found 

that by doing that, there is a decrease in speed.  The reason why is uncertain, but speculation is that the center 

line gives a sense of security and raises the speed. 

 

 Johnson commended the Traffic Safety Commission for using common sense.  She doesn’t feel that there is a 

lot of traffic on Valley View Drive.  She doesn’t think the study is worthwhile, given the cost. 

 

 Collins said he would support items “a” through “e” as recommended by the Commission. 

 

 MOTION: Collins moved to inform Benton County that the Council supports “a-e”.  The motion died for lack 

of a second. 

 

 Konopa asked if staff had sent a letter to the neighbors with the Traffic Commission’s recommendations.  Irish 

said they haven’t, because it is not a City street.  He believes that would be up to Benton County. 

 

 Councilor Dick Olsen asked, can we recommend that Benton County have a neighborhood meeting?  Irish 

said yes. 

 

 Councilor Jeff Christman asked, how much is the speed study?  Irish said if the City asks ODOT to do it, there 

is no charge.  Chrisman said he supports the recommendations; he was only concerned about the costs. 

 

 Reid expressed frustration with the North Albany neighborhood wanting both rural and urban rights.  He 

doesn’t support a speed study. 

 

 MOTION: Reid moved to recommend to Benton County the specific changes as proposed by the Traffic 

Safety Commission and listed as “a” through “d,” but not “e”, on page four of the Council memo dated July 

23, 2010, for the August 9, 2010, City Council Work Session.  Collins seconded the motion. 

 

 Coburn was concerned about doing too much.  He would prefer to do only “a.”  He was concerned about the 

costs for thermoplastic striping. 

 

 Johnson was worried that having no center lane would end up being a safety issue at night. 

 

 Konopa reminded the Council that it would only be a recommendation to Benton County.  They may not act 

on it. 

 

 Taniguchi-Dennis said Benton County performs regularly scheduled maintenance on the street.  They could 

consider these changes at that time. 

 

 Collins said with this motion and staff’s suggestion, the Council’s recommendation would be for Benton 

County to consider the changes when they normally make changes to the street.  The Council would be 

supporting the Traffic Safety Commission, not spending money, and perhaps getting something done on 

Valley View Drive. 

 

 Taniguchi-Dennis mentioned that the Benton County Commissioners are also receiving complaints from the 

citizens. 

 

 VOTE: A vote was taken on the motion and it passed 6-0. 

 

DIGITAL-IMAGE-AS-ORIGINAL POLICY UPDATE 

 

 Deputy City Clerk Mary Dibble brought the Council up to date on the City’s records management system and 

implementation of the Council approved Digital Image as Original (DIO) policy.  She explained the process 
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and said the results have been that the City has less need for storage space, less filing is required, and less 

money is being paid for paper, ink, and energy consumption.  The results, process, and policy are a success. 

 

 Collins was concerned about “as-builts” in the Public Works Department not being accessible in the future.  

Dibble said the Public Works Department’s Records Information Management (RIM) Coordinator has 

participated in the process and has taken steps to guarantee accessibility and security.  The Secretary of State’s 

Office also required that there be a migration plan in place for technology changes.  Thanks to the people in 

the City’s Information Technology Department, Albany does have a plan and it was acceptable to the state and 

City departments. 

 

 Finance Director Stewart Taylor mentioned that Albany is only the third city in Oregon to implement the 

policy and other cities are using Albany’s plan as an example when considering their own. 

 

TRANSIENT ROOM TAX TASK FORCE 

 

 Konopa said the Council had asked her to appoint a citizen to the Transient Room Tax Task Force and she has 

asked Steve Terjeson.  He accepted and she would like the Council to ratify the members.  Konopa mentioned 

that the Task Force will only be looking at the transient room tax and how it should be allocated.  She thinks it 

should take four to six meetings. 

 

 MOTION: Collins moved to ratify the Transient Room Tax Force members as presented.  Coburn seconded 

the motion and it passed 6-0. 

 

COUNCILOR COMMENTS 

 

 Christman said he had a call from a citizen that Linn County had said that Knox Butte Road from Dogwood 

Street to Highway 20 was a City street.  He thought it was a County street.  Taniguchi-Dennis will double 

check. 

 

 Coburn said he had a chance to visit with former Albany Fire Chief Kevin Kreitman while on vacation.  The 

issues he faces in Redding California were very similar to Albany’s. 

 

 Reid asked for the Council to consider vacating a portion of Jackson Street, where it joins Marion Street.  He 

said it is a small portion and the neighbors are concerned the City isn’t maintaining it.  The City still owns 

right-of-way.  Taniguchi-Dennis will return with information regarding the possibility of vacating a portion of 

Jackson Street.  

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

 Hare reported that he had met with Mr. Soash regarding his concerns about his water bill.  Hare said there 

wasn’t much the City could do for him.  He had a philosophical difference with the rate structure.  He will 

probably be able to find like minded folks and come back to a Council meeting to discuss his issue. 

 

 Taniguchi-Dennis said the Water Task Force also had many discussions regarding this issue.  They looked at 

several cities with differing rate structures.  If customers are billed only on their consumption, potentially their 

charges could be greater and rates could be raised to meet maintenance and infrastructure demands.  Another 

possibility is that the rate could have been fixed the same for everyone.  But, that has historically led to much 

higher rates.  Albany is in the middle with portions of both types. 

 

 There followed a discussion regarding water systems costs and fixed costs. 

 

 Taniguchi-Dennis mentioned that staff will be putting an interactive comparison tool on the website soon, for 

citizens to compare their water bills to what they would be in other cities with the same amount of 

consumption. 

 

 Hare praised the success of National Night Out. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:38 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Reviewed by, 

 

 

Betty Langwell, MMC Stewart Taylor 

City Clerk Finance Director 

 


