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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL (WORK SESSION) 

Municipal Court Room 

   Monday, November 15, 2010 

4:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Councilors present: Councilors Dick Olsen, Bill Coburn, Jeff Christman, Floyd Collins, Bessie Johnson, and Ralph 

Reid, Jr. 

 

Councilors absent:   None. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Konopa moved Business from the Public to take place after the staff presentation. 

 

JUNK ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT 
 

On the dais was an aerial image of 920 13
th
 Avenue NE (see agenda file). 

 

Albany Police Lieutenant Casey Dorland introduced the Community Service Officers (CSOs) under his supervision and 

identified how long they have been CSOs:  Darla Luther, 5 years; Sherri Skinner, 5 years (24 as a City employee); Jim 

Dohr, 14 years; and Gerry Morris, 5 years (23 years as a City employee).  CSOs enforce the City code as it pertains to 

junk and trash. 

 

On the dais was a summary printout of the PowerPoint presentation (see agenda file). 

 

Councilor Dick Olsen arrived at 4:02 p.m. 

 

Dorland said their presentation includes specific cases that have been part of the City’s history, others that demonstrate 

current procedures, and others that are pending cases.  A key point is that CSOs consider the “totality of the 

circumstances” when investigating a complaint.  

 

Dorland began the full PowerPoint presentation (see agenda file).  The CSO that worked each case described it during the 

presentation. 

 

Luther said that 2210 Front Avenue NE was handled under old regulations and took eight months to resolve.  Since then, 

the property owner has complied and was not cited. 

 

Skinner reviewed 2035 Tudor Way SE.  This case started with a dogs-at-large call.  There have been two citations but 

very little improvement. 

 

Dohr described 3304 Chicago Street SE.  In 2005 this property had 15-20 cars and several car body parts.  They were 

cited for junk and trash.  By 2009 there was very little change and they were cited again.  He also checked the property in 

2010 and again there was very little change.  

 

Dorland noted that portable structures are becoming a problem.  The current ordinance says that if a vehicle is enclosed 

on four sides, it is not in violation so many property owners are using them for vehicle storage.  They are also widely 

used for RV storage.  However because of Pacific Northwest weather, they soon become unsightly and dangerous since 

they are susceptible to collapse.  The Council may need to address these temporary structures eventually since they are 

becoming more of an issue. 

 

Luther used 1105 SE 24
th
 Avenue as an example of how the new procedures work.  

 

Dorland said 2665 Vista Place NW received a complaint about hobby cars in the driveway.  This is an example of the 

CSOs complying with a neighbor’s concerns to best of their ability, while also considering the totality of the 

circumstances.  In this case the owner has complied reasonably and the property as a whole is very attractive, so the 

CSOs will not respond again, even if the neighbor continues to complain. 

 

Councilor Floyd Collins asked, can vehicles be licensed or in disrepair, or do they have to be both licensed and repaired?  

Dorland said they have to be operable and licensed under the current ordinance.  Discussion followed. 

 

Skinner explained that the 810 Cox Street case was prompted by a neighbor’s complaint. 
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At 2040 Tudor Way, junk was moved back and forth between two neighboring properties to avoid citations.  This 

property would also be non-compliant with the City’s building codes and or development codes because of the accessory 

structure.  Discussion followed.  Councilor Ralph Reid is familiar with this property.  It has 16 vehicles that are visible 

from the street, not including those in the backyard. 

 

Luther said the complaint at 920 13
th
 Avenue NE was made by an anonymous neighbor. 

 

The property at 270 Charlotte Street has a current complaint pending.  The house next door, 260 Charlotte Street, also has 

had complaints.  An aerial photo of the neighborhood shows that the houses right across the street are in compliance. 

 

Dorland said the goal is to serve the community.  When they get a call, the CSOs go out and meet the property owners 

face to face.  Dorland said Bruce Gonzales, owner of 270 Charlotte Street, was contacted by the CSO as an educational 

effort and was not cited.  Gonzales subsequently visited a Council meeting.  Dorland noted that no one has been cited for 

these complaints, though that would be the next step in the process. 

 

Collins asked what other municipalities do.  Dorland said they have similar standards and processes but overall, Albany is 

comparatively easy going.  Issuing the citation builds in a clock mechanism for them to come into compliance so Albany 

uses it frequently.  Another misconception is that it is a $2,500 ticket; it is actually a maximum of $2,500 bail that can be 

issued.  Dorland said the presentation shows that with some properties, there needs to be an incentive in order for the 

property owner to want to comply.  Rarely, however, does the City actually fine an owner and when they do it is 

generally $400 or less.  

 

Collins asked, in the annexation processes, do the two counties have different standards than the City does?  City 

Attorney Jim Delapoer said there is no grandfathered right to keep junk.  When they become part of City, they are subject 

to the City’s codes.   

 

Delapoer said his memo in the agenda packet describes how previous Council direction was to regulate vehicles because 

that was the focus rather than junk and trash.  These changes came about in 1995 because the old ordinance was not 

enforceable since it did not include objective standards that a court would enforce.  Albany’s approach has been that if a 

vehicle works and is licensed, we do not regulate it.  On the other hand, if it is not being used because it is unlicensed or 

inoperable, it is not allowed.  This is according to the Council’s direction via ordinance, and is what staff has been 

enforcing.  Delapoer said if the Council prefers to change the ordinance, please make certain that the standards are 

objective and clear enough for staff to apply in the field.  Keep in mind that neighbors make judgments based on what 

they see, so staff would need to make assessments based on what they see as well without adding the need for 

diagnostics. 

 

Councilor Bill Coburn does not think the temporary structures are a good fix.  He also understands why folks would not 

want to live next to property strewn with junk and trash.  He thinks if folks want to live like that they should move out to 

the county.  

 

Morris relayed a case about a property where the City provided Dumpsters to the property owner to fill with the junk 

there and paid $1,000 in dumpster fees.  No appreciable change happened, that property owner was arrested, cited again 

later and eventually sentenced to jail time.  Finally, he moved out of state and the property was sold and bulldozed.  The 

ordinance works if the individual wants to clean it up, because staff will go out of their way to work with them; but if 

they don’t want to clean it up - they won’t, even when faced with fines and jail time. 

 

Dorland noted that the properties on Charlotte Street may have uncontained fluids that could be leaking into wells and 

affecting surrounding properties.  There could be stiffer sanctions, but it is up to the Council. 

 

Coburn asked if a higher level of authority can be involved in the case of fluids and groundwater, such as the Department 

of Environmental Quality (DEQ).  Staff said the City’s Environmental Services employees could respond to and assess 

the risk, but the property owner would have to allow them on the site; otherwise a search warrant would be necessary. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Bruce Gonzales, 270 Charlotte Street, said CSOs were at his property the other day taking pictures.  He said the pictures 

in the PowerPoint are not the view of his backyard now.  For the side view, they showed the worst images.  He said there 

are no open motors.  They tried to make the view as bad as possible and there are others that were taken that show the 

property in a better light.  Gonzales said the images on “Google Earth” are not current; it has been cleaned up.  He said 

there is one corner with his construction items and that is the worst corner.  The property to the right is his brother’s, and 

next to that is his friend’s property.  He said he gets along with the neighbors across the street that are within 300 feet and 

even does work for them.  Regarding licensing, and vehicles being operable, DMV regulates that.  His main issue is that 

DMV regulates vehicles, not the City.  He said his neighbor, Dave Renly, was told to remove stuff and did.  Gonzales 

said that if the City were applying code that would be fine, but they are focusing on licensing instead.  He said he is 

cleaning up his property and there is not oil all over the place.  

 

Councilor Bessie Johnson arrived at 5:16 p.m. 

 



Albany City Council Work Session 

Page 3 of 2 

November 15, 2010 

 

Gloria Hernandez-Soto, 270 Charlotte Street, said the viewpoint of one of the picture was taken from a street that is only 

accessed by one family.  She said, it is a schleppy neighborhood and anyone out there should know that. 

 

Gonzales said that he is in compliance with everything on the list and can bring pictures back to prove it. 

 

Konopa noted that Gonzales’ neighbors made the complaints.  Gonzales said, but those were not truthful statements.  

Konopa said that Gonzales’ assertion that all his neighbors are in agreement is not correct, otherwise a complaint would 

not have been made. 

 

Delapoer pointed out that Gonzales is not being charged with anything.  The discussion the Council should be having is 

what they want the code to be.  A judge will consider Gonzales’ case; it should not be tried in a Work Session. 

 

Olsen is concerned that the Council wants to outlaw the hobby of restoring old cars.  In order to store enough parts to 

restore a car, a person would need a four-car garage.  Luther described how the owner on Vista Place has devised a 

routine to accommodate his hobby by rotating cars while they are being worked on.  Olsen wants to have this discussion 

again and invite those who are involved in the old car hobby. 

 

Coburn sees no need to change the ordinance. 

 

Reid noted that last spring the budget for Community Development was cut and they do not have enough staff for 

enforcing building codes, so as a consequence there are more temporary structures going up.  He has watched those 

structures deteriorate and blow away and agrees they are becoming a dangerous problem. 

 

Coburn said, it is not the car hobbyist with a few cars that is causing complaints; it’s the properties that are egregious. 

 

Delapoer asked, does the Council want staff to continue enforcing the current ordinance?  Konopa said there is not 

concurrence among the Council to make changes. 

 

Delapoer explained that there are far more violations that staff choose not to enforce, than they choose to enforce.  There 

are checks and balances and they exercise reasonable judgment.  There are cases where a property might be in violation 

technically but not in the spirit of the code, such as the Vista Place property.  As Dorland explained, in that case even if 

the neighbor does complain again, staff will not pursue it.  Delapoer pointed out that even Gonzales has not been cited, so 

his case is not an example of overaggressive enforcement.  In fact, there are no examples of car hobbyists that are 

reasonably pursuing their hobbies that that have been cited. 

 

The Council made no changes to the code. 

 

TRANSPORTATION SDC COMMENTS, PROJECT OPTIONS 
 

Civil Engineer III Jeni Richardson said staff is prepared to take the Transportation System Development Charge (SDC) 

methodology to a public hearing in December.   

 

At Council’s direction staff presented two fee options for a single family home that would move to $3000 either at once 

or over five years to various parties such as the Homebuilders Association, the Chamber of Commerce, and at a special 

meeting for the development community.  The comments received are included in the staff memo.  There were good 

suggestions but no clear recommendation.   Clearly, where to set the fee depends on who is being asked.   

 

Given the late hour of the Work Session, staff asked how Council wants to proceed.  If they intend to discuss policies for 

low-income, infill, etc, staff suggests moving forward with the public hearing to adopt methodology but delay the 

discussion of fees until after the policy issues are worked through.  Staff has examples of other city’s policies and there 

are a variety of options. 

 

Collins suggested moving the public hearing to January given the upcoming holidays and then get more public 

participation.  The Council agreed. 

 

Richardson said either fee option would provide funding for all the projects in Attachment B in the near term (10 years).   

 

Johnson asked what the difference in revenues would be if the full amount was charged versus ramping the fee up over 

time.  Staff said ramping the fee would lose $1 million in revenues in the first five years, which means certain projects on 

the list would not get done.   

 

Staff said that if the Council wants to pursue a credit for low-income housing, the discussion should take place before the 

public hearing.  Collins noted that it could be done after the public hearing; he prefers to keep the public hearing focused 

on SDC methodology and fees only. 

 

Staff asked if Council wanted an interim meeting to discuss the funded projects list.  Collins said a special meeting was 

not needed. 

 

The public hearing will be scheduled for January 2011. 
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PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT REPORT 

 

Management Systems Director Bob Woods said his staff memo is for information only and no decisions are required.  

Given the late hour, questions can be deferred to the next meeting.  He informed the Council that he will be out for most 

of December.   

 

3801 KNOX BUTTE ROAD NE PROPERTY OPTIONS 

 

Public Works Director Diane Taniguchi-Dennis introduced Scott Lepman and Candace Rivera. 

 

Senior Accountant Jeff Babbitt reviewed the staff memo.  There are three options for the City’s property at 3801 Knox 

Butte Road: lease it to Lepman, keep the house vacant, or demolish the house. 

 

Taniguchi-Dennis said this property is at risk for dumping and squatters.  She addressed Reid’s concerns about the City 

being in a landlord position and the cost of moving tenants out, such as was the case with the Wastewater Treatment Plant 

(WWTP) expansion.  She explained that with the WWTP there was federal funding involved so the City had to pay to 

move the renters to a new location. In this scenario the City would be leasing to a company.  Lepman happened to 

purchase the property next door.  The proposal does not include the City getting revenues from the lease however, the 

City would receive property tax that Lepman will pay for the property and the City will no longer incur annual 

expenditures to maintain property because Lepman will pay for those costs. 

 

Councilor Jeff Christman asked what would happen in the event of future damage or repairs.  Lepman said he would pay 

for short-life repairs.  They had not discussed long-life repairs, such as a roof; so Lepman said he should inspect the 

house again to determine if there are any, if the Council wants to move forward with the agreement. 

 

Taniguchi-Dennis said the question is if the Council wants to receive a portion of the rental revenues.  She pointed out 

that right now it is costing the City money to maintain the property and demolishing it would also cost.  Leasing it to 

Lepman, even if the City doesn’t get rental revenues, is still probably the least expensive option.   

 

Delapoer said that if the City moves forward with the lease he would include language in the agreement to hold the City 

harmless.  

 

MOTION:  Collins moved to lease the property to Lepman Properties (Option #1) and Olsen seconded it.  

 

Reid said at some point the City will still have to come up with $15,000 to demolish the house.  He does not support this 

concept. 

 

Coburn clarified that Option #1 does not include a specific monthly amount coming to the City.  Delapoer said that is 

correct, though it could be negotiated.  Lepman said he would assume the cost of the $8,000 in repairs in lieu of the City 

receiving rental revenue.  Coburn said he doesn’t see how the agreement benefits the City. 

 

Christman said he wasn’t in favor of buying the property in the first place.  He thinks the house should be torn down.  He 

sees lots of potential problems. 

 

Reid suggested that they move ahead with Option #1 but at the end of at least five years, Lepman removes the house at 

his cost, at the direction of the City.  Discussion followed. 

 

Konopa pointed out that she asked Lepman to help the City out by leasing a house which is now vacant and attracting 

vandalism.  The City approached Lepman with this idea, not vice versa. 

 

City Manager Wes Hare suggested that Delapoer draft the lease, but the Council still needs to decide if they want a 

portion of the rental revenue.  Hare pointed out that right now the City gets nothing for the property, and in fact it is 

costing us money. 

 

Johnson moved to amend the motion to renegotiate the lease after five years.  Johnson withdrew the amendment. 

 

VOTE:  A vote was taken and the motion passed 4-3 with Christman, Reid, and Coburn voting no. 

 

COUNCILOR COMMENTS 

 

Konopa said the Salvation Army invited her to participate in a kick-off event for the Red Kettle drive next on Monday.  It 

will be a small celebration at Fred Meyers at 10:00 a.m.  She invited the Council to attend.  

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

  

Hare said that a suspect in the series of recent house fires has been arrested. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, the Work Session adjourned at 6:29 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Mary A. Dibble, MMC 

Deputy City Clerk 

 Wes Hare 

City Manager 

 


