
APPROVED:  _________ 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 
City Hall Willamette Room 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 
7:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Commissioners present: Jodi Nelson, Nancy Greenman, Margaret Martinez, Kim Whitley, Michael Thomson 
 
Commissioners absent: None 
 
Staff present: Wes Hare, City Manager; Marilyn Smith, Management Assistant/Public Information Officer 
 
Others present: None 
  
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Jodi Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
October 27, 2009 
 
MOTION:  Nancy Greenman made a motion to approve the minutes; Margaret Martinez seconded.  Approved 5-0. 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
None. 
 
Update on Martin Luther King, Jr., 2010 Celebration on January 29 
 
Marilyn Smith said that 28 people signed up to attend the event including 11 kids from the middle schools and high schools and two LBCC students.  LBCC is providing the food for the event.  Nelson said that the poster looked great and that that she is glad to hear school children would be attending the event. 
 
HRC Annual Report 
 
Nelson said that last year’s report included information from the last two years of the HRC.  She asked what the next annual report should contain.  Smith said that the report should highlight the activities the Commission has done during the past year.  Smith said that the reports usually go to a Work Session meeting.  Kim Whitley said that the report should recount what has been done during the past year and what the HRC plans to accomplish in the future.  Smith said that last year’s report covered a lot of information and that is why it was so lengthy last year.  Nelson said that at next month’s meeting they will go over the information they want to include in the report.  Whitley offered to put an outline together for next month’s meeting.  Nelson said that an outline would be great to have.  Smith said that Lynn Hinrichs would be attending the HRC meeting in February to discuss the Everybody’s Neighborhood event and the National Night Out event. 
 
2010 Work Plan 
 
Thomson said that he wants to discuss what commitments have been made by the Commission.  He asked if the group wants to continue with the outreach programs the group has been working on.  Nelson said that there are three events that the group has committed to being a part of.  She named the Martin Luther King, Jr., event, the Everybody’s Neighborhood/National Night Out event, and the Festival Latinos event.  The group also supports mental health month in May and mental health awareness in October.   
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Nelson said that some of these events require less work than others.  She said that the HRC usually does a news release, an article in City Bridges, and/or posters for displaying for mental health awareness.   
 
Thomson asked if we should continue with the outreach meetings we have been planning.  Nelson said that the HRC should continue on the path of reaching out to the Hispanic community.  She said that she would like to continue doing the outreach meetings but doesn’t want to do more than two each year.  Whitley said that she wants to continue with the outreach activities we have scheduled.  She said that reaching out to citizens in the community is what we have been charged to do.  Whitley said that it would be great at the end of this year to make a recommendation to the City Council regarding ways to improve relations with all community members.  Hare said that receiving feedback from the community and then reporting to the Council about that feedback and suggestions for improvement would be good. Hare said that he agrees that the HRC should continue to reach out to the Hispanic community.   
 
Greenman said that meeting at one of the high schools would be beneficial.  She said that high schools are where children learn to be citizens.  She said that this community would be very interesting to learn from and to see what their experiences have been in the community.  Hare said that if the HRC wants to meet with high school students that wouldn’t be a problem.  Nelson said that reaching out to high schoolers is a great idea.   
 
Nelson said that it seems like we are doing a lot but many of the things we are doing are endorsements.  Nelson said that she likes all of the things we are doing and that there isn’t anything she would want to drop.  Martinez said that she thinks we need to go to Saturday night Mass to mix and mingle with the Hispanic community.  Greenman agreed.  Nelson said that Stefanie Coons is coordinating the Festival Latinos event this year and would like a member of the HRC to be on the planning committee to help reach out to people of other cultures to include them in the event.  Greenman asked when the meetings would take place.  Smith suggested talking to Stefanie to find out when the planning committee meets.   
 
Whitley wondered if we should invite Frank Moore back to a meeting to keep the relationship going.  Smith suggested doing this sooner than later since mental health month is in May.  Smith will invite Frank Moore to the March meeting.  Nelson said that she would like to see the HRC meet at a high school, help with the Festival Latinos, help coordinate the Everybody’s Neighborhood/National Night Out event, and the mental health items.  Smith said that for National Night Out maybe one neighborhood could be focused on Everybody’s Neighborhood.   
 
Nelson said that we might think about sponsoring an event where students from other countries speak about what their background is and what their experiences have been.  She suggested having these take place during the lunch hour.  Greenman said that it would be good to have people from Albany participate in these talks as a way to show how diverse Albany is. 
 
Greenman said that she attended the Hispanic Advisory Board meeting.  The Hispanic Advisory Board meets once a month and they alternate the meetings between Linn and Benton Counties.  She said that they discussed working with people who are undocumented but whose children are citizens and eligible for benefits.  Greenman said that it is an appropriate place to deliver the HRC message and to talk to people who work with the population we are trying to reach.  In Albany, GED classes are packed; but in Benton County, they scramble to get people to attend.  Greenman said that the Board said that there is a larger Latino community in Linn County.   
 
Update of Vacant HRC Positions 
 
Nelson asked Laura Hyde about the vacancies on the HRC.  She said that neither of the Councilors are ready to appoint a commissioner yet, but interviews are taking place.   
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 
 
Greenman said that the Hispanic Advisory Committee is meeting next month in Albany at 3:00 p.m., Tuesday February 23. 
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NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
Tuesday, February 23, 2010, 7:00 p.m., Willamette Room. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Signature on file. 
 
Diana Eilers 
Administrative Assistant I 
 
 
Reviewed by, 
 
Signature on file. 
 
Wes Hare 
City Manager 


