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In attendance were:   
 
City Council members: Dick Olsen, Floyd Collins, Ray Kopczynski, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Jeff 
Christman, Sharon Konopa, Mayor 
 
Planning Commission:  David Faller, Kate Foster, Lolly Gibbs, Kris Richardson, Dala Rouse, Dave Wood, 
Cordell Post 
 
Project staff:  Martin Glastra Van Loon, Susie Wright, Heather Hansen, Ron Irish, Anne Catlin, Tari Hayes 
6 in the audience 
 
Welcome and Introduction 
Hansen welcomed everyone and provided an update on where the project is now. Next steps include an open 
house on August 28, 2012, at which the community will be able to ask questions and comment on the 
preferred plan. Comprehensive and Development Code amendments will be brought forth to the Planning 
Commission and City Council in October. Hansen introduced Martin Glastra Van Loon with OTAK. Martin 
is replacing Joe Dills as project manager. Glastra Van Loon reviewed the goals of the plan which include: 

1. A complete, walkable and welcoming community;  
2. The home of new “neighborhoods of choice” in Albany;  
3. Known for having Oak Creek as its “front yard”;  
4. A thriving employment center and gateway to Albany;  
5. Integrated with greater Albany and the region;  
6. Developed with a commitment to resource stewardship; and  
7. A community with village centers that provide local services.  
 

In the next two months, the details will be worked out leading to proposed Comprehensive Plan and 
Development Code amendments to implement the plan. The first Planning Commission public hearing is 
expected to take place in October. Glastra Van Loon provided a summary of changes to the maps since the 
last SAAP join work session in August.  
 
Land Use and Neighborhood Framework (minor updates) 

 The neighborhood Park/Community Facility symbol is renamed Neighborhood Park/Trailhead.  

 One "asterisk" for the Neighborhood Park/Trailhead previously shown on the Gerig property is 
removed (on all plans). 

 
 Street Framework 

 The collector between Lochner and Columbus was removed, per the transportation analysis. 

 The intersection types are identified for the intersections on Lochner and Columbus, as recommended 
in the transportation analysis. 

 The railroad crossing at Allen Lane was removed, per the transportation  
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Trails Framework 

 The network has been simplified to focus on the primary trails. Trails previously shown as parallel 
connectors to streets were removed. 

 Trails are "classified" into the following types: 
o Oak Creek Loop Trail (a hard surface trail): On the south side of Oak Creek, this trail will run 

parallel to Oak Creek Parkway on its north side, separated from the roadway. 
o Oak Creek Crossing Trails (surface type to be determined): The number of crossings was 

reduced from six to four. Future trail planning and design will determine the appropriate surface 
for these trails, and where bridges or boardwalks are appropriate. 

o Separated Multi-Use Path (hard surface): A pathway, planned as part of the street cross-section, 
is designated for portions of Columbus, Lochner, Ellingson, and the 53rd Ave. Extension. 

o Proposed Trails (hard surface): This group comprises all other trails needed to complete the 
network. Some may be incorporated with sidewalks. 

 The Trails Framework shows the Neighborhood Parks and Interpretive Viewpoint/ Trailheads 
identified as separate symbols. This change clarifies that only five neighborhood parks are needed, and 
where they should be placed generally (also shown on Land Use Concept map). 

 
Gibbs asked if the trails were connected, with sidewalks, on Columbus and Lochner. Wright stated that this 
area is not in the plan study area and does not include that information. Irish mapped out the crossing entry 
points into the study area. Locations of bridges across the creek haven’t been determined by type or specific 
trail locations. Mennonite is looking at adding a crossing for the creek on their property. 
 
Land Use Concept 

 The Neighborhood Center area on the east side of Columbus is reduced from 5 to 3 acres, per the 
request from Metropolitan Land Group (land owner). Accordingly, the center at Lochner/Ellingson is 
increased from 5 to 6 acres  

 A Village Center boundary was added. The boundary encompasses the Neighborhood Center and 
adjacent Medium Density Residential areas, which is consistent with the intent of a Village Center. 

 
Kopczynski asked if there was a reason a village center was showing on the Mennonite property. The owners 
are considering a center as a possible service area for their resident.  
 
The group discussed the transition area around the creek, and how to provide neighborhoods with access. 
They would like to use development on the south side of the creek for those owners, whose property may 
have a certain percentage of natural resources that make development difficult. Staff will provide details 
regarding financing with the plan amendments in October.  
 
Parks & School Framework 
 The Community Parks and Elementary School plans were combined into one plan and re-titled. The 
"Community Park 2" site is included and labeled "Alternative Community Park Site"  
There had been up to 7 sites in the beginning, which was narrowed to 3 with good, potential synergy between 
parks, the creek, and schools.  
 
Street Cross Sections / Transportation System Plan (TSP) amendments  
The plan looked to a 20 year horizon and determined that the existing TSP is pretty close to what would be 
needed. The overall intensity of the entire area is already planned with just some fine tuning needed.  

 Fine tuned the intersections and roadway sizing 

 53rd Extension, Ellingson over I-5, and Lochner are the same on the TSP. 

 Lochner could remain 2-3 lane with a turn lane in the middle, Columbus, although currently 
constrained could work as a 3 lane 
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 Preserve Right of Way on Ellingson for future build out 

 Access to the area is going to control growth.  

 One change to the TSP – remove the connector road to the north, there is not enough traffic 
volume, just local, not collecting traffic from other areas. The Oak Creek corridor would be a better 
route, covering more people. The local build out would be enough to serve that area.  

 
Assumption of build out with industrial land – the TSP was assuming the Pepsi project was up and running 
and that the piano property was developed.  Collins expressed concerns with single lane roundabout on 
Ellingson. Wright clarified that going from 4 lanes to 2 lanes would make that particular round about a two 
lane, not a one lane. There are right in/right out concerns for Ellingson, would that force trucks through 
neighborhoods.   

 
Coburn’s main concern is the flexibility of the document. This is the reason that TSP’s are updated every 5-10 
years. This plan could be similarly updated. Intersection treatments (the width, the number of lanes, etc) are 
easy to amend.  Irish stated that the plan needed to be specific enough to get the intent, and while we have 
the ability to change the plan, but if build too much flexibility in the plan we don’t have a plan.  

 
Rouse asked the cost difference between a roundabout and a signal. Irish said it was close or the same, 
cheaper if you plan ahead, a bit higher if you retrofit it a roundabout to an existing neighborhood. 

 
Rouse asked if the piano property develops as a grocery store, does Irish still think that you could have 2 
lanes on Ellingson.  Irish: No, but the 53rd crossing will assist with traffic. The property could be developed 
without 53rd, with access from 99 and Ellingson. 
 
Collins asked if we had any roads that were 108” currently, we don’t. Pacific & Waverly are close, but not 108’ 
wide. The plan is for slightly wider streets in anticipation of needing water quality treatment options. The City 
would like to acquire the ROW up front for build out.  

 
Johnson asked where the trailhead areas were and did we anticipate a connection across the wetland.  There 
are plans for 4 trail heads and up to 5 parks, with 6000 homes. The 5 neighborhoods would have a ¼ mile 
radius with each neighborhood having it’s its own park.  

 
Olsen asked for more details for inner streets. There are some natural features that dictate the design of the 
neighborhood. There is a good grid area possible from the south of Oak Creek and Ellingson. Olsen would 
like to see how the grid pattern is laid out for the neighborhood circles. 
 
ODOT Rail Conversations 
Staff met with ODOT Rail Road Crossing with the intent to resolve the number of crossing concerns.  
ODOT rail is still opposed to a second crossing. ODOT would like a diagonal crossing (red arrow below 
piano property on street framework). Albany can develop the local street center now. This would help show 
how much an additional crossing is needed.   
 
Adjourned 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Tari Hayes, Administrative Assistant  
Albany Community Development Department 

 


