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CITY OF ALBANY 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Willamette Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 

Monday, December 16, 2013 

12:00 p.m. 

 

              MINUTES 

Community Development Commissioners Present: Sharon Konopa; Ray Kopczynski; Wanda Kinney; Iris Carrasco; 

Tara Dixson; Cortney Hall; Terry Knoll; Danon Kroessin; Joann 

Zimmer;  

Community Development Commissioners Excused: Javier Cervantes 

Staff present: Anne Catlin, Lead Long Range Planner; Edene Rice, 

Administrative Assistant; Mark Shepard, Community 

Development Director; Kate Porsche, Economic Development 

Director  

Others present:  Jenny Wells-Whitney (Community Services Consortium) 

Guest Speakers: Marc Manley and Barbara Bessey, Co-Directors of the Small 

Business Development Center at Linn Benton Community 

College; Brenda Baze, Council of Governments Loan Officer 

CALL TO ORDER     

Chair Zimmer called the meeting of the Community Development Commission (CDC) meeting to order at 12:02 PM. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. November 18, 2013 Community Development Commission 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to approve the minutes as is.  Kroessin seconded it.  Motion passed unanimously. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEEDS AND PROGRAMS 

Catlin started the topic by reviewing that the CD Commission has $20,000 to allocate from the Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) fund for Micro business development.   The Commission also has $36,000 to allocate for job 

creation.  The funding is to go towards creating a full time position and the money has to stay within Albany. 

Catlin then introduced the guest speakers at the meeting: 

 Marc Manly, Co-Director of Small Business Development at Linn Benton Community College (LBCC) 

 Barbara Bessey, Co-Director of Small Business Development at Linn Benton Community College 

 Brenda Baze, Loan Officer with Council of Governments 

Marc Manley, Co-Director of the Small Business Development program at LBCC distributed a flyer for the LBCC 

Microenterprise Program and then addressed the Commission.  The two step program was outlined to the Commission.  

The first step is the MicroBiz Explore which helps students decide if their business idea is viable.  The second step is the 

MicroBiz Prepare that helps students launch their business with a solid foundation.   

Barbara Bessey, Co-Director of the Small Business Development program at LBCC said that the microenterprise 

programs has been going for 10 years and last year the program saw 45 would-be entrepreneurs.   

Manley then handed out a flyer on LBCC’s Small Business Management Program (SBM).  This program runs nine 
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months and it helps business owners create an actionable business plan. 

Brenda Baze, Loan Officer with the Council of Governments, distributed a handout about the different types of loans and 

programs available for businesses.  The Council of Governments offers financing to those who have been turned down by 

traditional means of financing.  CDBG funding could help applicants with loan fees and/or start up costs to a certain 

amount. 

Kate Porsche, Economic Development Director for the City of Albany, advised the Commission that the Central Albany 

Revitalization Area (CARA) focuses on job creation and looks to loans more than grants. Grants are typically used for 

exterior beautification improvements, and loans are offered for significant building renovations and job creation. Due to 

the large amount of processing time for loan transactions, there is a $500 processing fee and interest is charged. The 

minimum loan is $10,000.  She advised against offering loans and recommended supporting the SBDC. 

Carrasco brought up the need for Spanish speaking instructors and different outreach effort to attract minorities to the 

business courses.  Manley said that he agreed that the program needs a Spanish speaking instructor that is able to convey 

the business principles and applications of the program. 

Discussion took place about incentives to keep businesses in town after receiving education and financing.  Manley said 

that there is a natural barrier to movement when people invest the time and energy in their small business program. 

Catlin then proposed some funding options that would be eligible under the CDBG regulations: 

 Pay the tuition for low-income resident as a scholarship to the Microenterprise or SBM programs 

 Small grants for applicants that complete the Microenterprise programs to help finance a portion of their start up 

costs of a new business 

 Providing grants or loans to small businesses  

Bessey suggested that before applicants could receive a grant in financing a portion of a new business that they would first 

have to complete the Microenterprise program.  The Commission agreed this would be a good idea. 

Baze suggested that funding be used to provide the cash injection needed to qualify for loans. 

Catlin clarified that $20,000 has already been allocated to the microenterprise programs offered by the SBDC and 

direction is needed for the remaining $36,000 allocated for job creation. 

MOTION:  Kinney made a motion for staff to bring back a proposal that would divide the $36,000 between the Small 

Business Management program and funding of a Spanish-speaking instructor and grants to businesses.  Kopczynski 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

HOMELESS HOUSING FUNDS 

Catlin advised the Commission that there is $32,000 to allocate for homeless housing assistance.  The objectives for the 

CDBG funding are to: 

 Provide a safe emergency shelter for families and/or unaccompanied youth; or 

 Provide permanent supportive or transitional housing to help people out of homelessness and into stable housing. 

Discussion took place about the needs of the community and where this money could be designated to go that meets the 

guidelines.  Shepard recommended that the allocated money could be rolled over to next year as issues are figured out.  

Catlin said that the money could be rolled over to housing rehabilitation. 

MOTION:  Kopczynski motioned to rollover the $32,000 for this fiscal year to housing rehabilitation, with outreach to 

see what the needs are for next year to fine tune the details.  Kinney seconded. Motion passed.  Zimmer and Knoll 

abstained. 
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PROGRAM UPDATES 

Catlin reviewed the progress and updates that have taken place in: 

 Public Service Grants- The application packet was handed out to the Commission.  The packets have been 

emailed to area agencies, posted on the city’s website and a press release will run in the paper.  The Commission 

will start reviewing applications February 24, 2014. 

 Housing Rehabilitation Loans and Emergency Repair Grants- Brochures are complete; contracts are being 

finished, looking at a January 1, 2014 roll out date. 

 Fair Housing Assessment and Plan – Staff is trying to coordinate with the Fair Housing Council of Oregon to 

conduct training for tenants in English and Spanish in either late January or early February 2014. 

NEXT MEETING DATES: 

January 13, 2014 

February 24, 2014 

ADJOURNMENT:  Chair Zimmer adjourned the meeting at 1:38 p.m. 

Submitted by      Reviewed by 

Signature on File     Signature on File 

Edene Rice      Anne Catlin 

Administrative Assistant    Planner III 

  

 

 

 

 

 


