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CITY OF ALBANY 

ALBANY PUBLIC LIBRARY 

LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD 

 

September 22, 2015 

 

 MINUTES  

 

Board members present: Rosemary Bennett, Kim Brown, Arwen McGilvra, Randy Peckham, 

Anne Taleff and Georgiann Wheeler 

 

Board members absent: Jean Gritter 

 

Staff present: Ed Gallagher, Library Director and Sheena Dickerman, Administrative 

Assistant I  

 

Other: Friends of the Library President Colleen Keller 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Board Member Georgiann Wheeler called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF July28, 2015, MINUTES 

 

Board Member Arwen McGilvra moved to approve the minutes as written. Board Member Rosemary 

Bennett seconded the motion and it passed 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Friends of the Library (FOL) President Colleen Keller shared that the next program would be on October 

11, 2015, with John Trantham. There will be no program in November. The book sale will start on 

November 5, 2015, for members and open up to the public on November 6, 2015, and the hours will be 

from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The book sale will conclude on November 7, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. The book 

sale will be at Linn County Fairgrounds.  The Library has bookmarks that staff is passing out for 

advertising.  

 

MANELA INVOICES 

 

None 

 

LIBRARY FOUNDATION 

 

Bennett read the Foundation minutes from the September 15, 2015, meeting (see agenda file).  

 

Board Member Randy Peckham asked about the doors. Bennett replied that the hardware for the doors 

has arrived. Library Director Ed Gallagher added that they are close to being installed. 

 

Board Member Kim Brown arrived at 5:07 p.m. 
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Wheeler asked when the Foundation wanted Carnegie to start being open on Saturdays.  Gallagher replied 

that it depended on staffing levels. The idea would be to start next spring when the Farmer’s Market 

begins. Bennett thought it would have the most success during that time. Gallagher added that having 

FOL and/or Foundation have a table at the market with Library materials to hand out would be good.  

Discussion followed about the Saturday Market vendors, previous locations, etc. 

 

LIBRARY DIRECTOR 

 

Gallagher thanked Bennett for her report. He asked if the Board had any questions regarding the Dolly 

Parton program. He said that he and United Way President Greg Roe had been working on this for a 

couple of years. The Library has given funds towards it but Roe has taken the lead and other community 

members have donated funds. Currently the project has over $40,000 from donations; for Albany, this 

will cover the first year but more funding is needed to sustain it. The desire is for all children in Albany 

from 0 to 5 years of age to receive one book each month.  

 

 

Gallagher shared that Library Aide Nicole Leeper had been in the hospital for the past month with cancer 

and had recently passed away. She had just completed her Master’s in Library Science; she was working 

part time, and was excited about her career at the Albany Public Library. He said that many of the staff 

will attend the memorial service on Thursday, September 24, 2015. The family has asked that donations 

be made to the Foundation. The City of Albany has been a great support during this difficult time for the 

staff. The Albany Firefighters Community Assistant Fund (AFFCAF) will make a donation. He added 

that City Manager Wes Hare will attend the service.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

a. Rules of Conduct - McGilvra suggested adding similar products and removing the space after 

vaporizing/tobacco. McGilvra moved to approve with corrections. Peckham seconded it. Motion 

passed 6-0. 

 

b. Estate Planning Seminar Review- McGilvra said that eight people attended the last seminar.  

Everyone that attended was engaged in the conversation. The speakers where Don David and 

Chuck Buehler. Wheeler thanked McGilvra for her work on the seminars. Board members agreed. 

McGilvra will send thank you cards on behalf of the board. 

 

 

c. CIPA; Internet Safety Policy – Gallagher said that the City uses Cisco OpenDns to filter internet 

pornography on the Library’s public access computers and its Wi-Fi network, which makes the 

Library CIPA-compliant  He explained that of the $7,000 we pay for telecommunication, we 

receive approximately 70 percent return, minus consultant filing fees. Over the internet years, the 

Library has had virtually no issues with patrons viewing inappropriate sites.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. Public Library Directors Annual Meeting October 23, 2015 - Two years ago it was held 

at the Library. This year, the following day the Annual Meeting, the Public Library 

division will host a free all-day seminar on fundraising. Gallagher and Bennett will attend 

the fundraising seminar and will share the information with the Board. The seminar will 



Albany Public Library Board 

Page 3 
September 22, 2015 

 

be in Tigard, Oregon.  Gallagher praised McGilvra for her work in promoting to the 

public the idea of donating to the Library.  

 

b. Proctoring/Inter Library Loans (ILL) Policy – Gallagher shared that the Corvallis Library 

does not offer proctoring. Proctoring at the Library comes in waves. It is difficult when 

working on a public desk to proctor. Some proctoring requires a long process of emailing, 

faxing, and other coordination with the professor and student. Staff is hoping to help with 

the process by limiting proctoring to those that have a Library card. He added that if the 

Board would prefer to charge for the service that they could make a motion for that.  

 

Gallagher explained that with IIL, a patron can pay $3 for staff to find a book that is at 

another library and request it to be sent to the Albany Library to be checked out. Wheeler 

thought that the Passport program had replaced ILLs. Gallagher explained that this is for 

books that could be found in libraries all over the United States. He added that the 

Library has a patron that has been working on a book that continues to use this service. 

Wheeler and Bennett stated it was a great service. Brown asked how many ILLs there 

were in a year. Administrative Assistant Sheena Dickerman said there were a few 

hundred a year. Gallagher added that State Library Statistics has the numbers on their 

website regarding the volume of ILLs for all libraries. The Albany Library’s ILL 

numbers are small. 

 

c. Fines and Fees, Policy 7.1 - Dickerman explained that this is an update to the policy that 

was already in practice, the practice of not allowing replacement copies. Brown asked if 

there were many cases of patrons bringing in replacement copies. Gallagher stated it was 

rare for someone to come in, but when they did sometimes the replacement would be the 

wrong edition or a cheaper version that wasn’t a library edition. A library edition is meant 

to handle a large amount of usage. There is a clause for flexibility that allows Gallagher 

or his designee to make an exception to the policy. The designee would most likely be 

Senior Library Assistant Debra Shadle, who oversees the circulation area. Wheeler 

commented that staff had been not allowing replacements for many years.  

 

d. Registrations, Policy 18.1 - Dickerman explained that these changes were to clean up 

policies that were believed to have been approved a few years back under the previous 

Administrative Assistant.  No official record could be found of the exact policy updates. 

 

Gallagher added that online registrations are a goal for the registration procedure.  

 

Gallagher added that he is working with West Albany High School on a process to use 

the applications that freshman students fill out for their student identification cards. Their 

school identification card would also be used for a library card. Board Member Jean 

Gritter has been helping with the process. She had informed the freshman at orientation 

to wait until October so the Library will have enough time to set up the cards. System 

Administrator Jeremy Miller has said that the student identification cards will work with 

our system. The idea would be that the student cards would be good for all four years.   

 

Brown asked about transfer students. Gallagher replied that it is in the beginning stages 

and not all the details are worked out. Currently it would work for the freshman cards 

only; this is a pilot program. Brown stated it is a good program. 
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MOTION: Brown moved to accept all the policy revisions to 18.1, 19.1 and 7.1. Peckham seconded it. 

Motion passed 6-0.  

 

Peckham shared that the Master Gardeners will hold brown bag talks in October, every Wednesday.  

 

Peckham recommended the Board check out the new Monroe Library. 

  

Brown shared that in her travels she saw a vending machine for books and there was a library in the 

subway station. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  October 27, 2015 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Signatures on file Signatures on file 

 

Sheena Dickerman Ed Gallagher 

Administrative Assistant I Library Director 


