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Ordinance No • ...& W_ 

An ordinance to license electrical contractors and to adopt the
requirements set out by the National Electrical Code 1956 Revisions as
the minimum requirements In the City of Albany; providing for the
Issuance of permits and fees therefor; prov iding for electrical In-
spection and ! or authority for state Inspection; reµe a llng all ordinances
or parts or ordinances In conflict herewith; providing a penalty
for violation thereof, and declaring an emergency. THE

PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF ALBANY DO ORD AINAS FOLLO. VS1 Section

l: DEFlNlTlONS The

term " person" as used In this ordinance, shall be construed to Include
any person, firm or partnership, corporation or associati onof persons. The

word "Inspe ctor" and " I nspec tion depa rtment" shall mean an electrical Inspector
or the d epar tmentdesi gnat ed by the Clty~~anager to furnish and pro- vide
electrical Inspection. The

term " contractor" shall mean every Indi v idual, firm or corporation who ._
of' fers services for the Installation In volvingany el ec trical equipment apparatus, 
service or system wit hin the Cit yof A1bany, other than a person In his
own dwelling or place of business. The ter m "co ntractor" shall also Include those
Individuals who are Inde pendentbuild ers and erect bu ildingson their own
premises with the Intention of selling sa me upon completion. The

word "wireman" shall mean any Individual who shall perform the actual
wiring of any building and the Installation of any electrical apparatus or
electrical system therein. SECTION

Za: ADOPTION Of NATIONAL ELcCT RJCALCODE. The

National Electrical Code, 1956 Re vision, as promulgated by the National
Board of fire Underwriters and Ameri can Standards Association ls hereby
adopted as a part of this ordinance as If It were herein set forth In full. 
Provided, however, that all wiring hereinafter Installed In a new structure
or repairs or replacements Installed In an existing structure within the
boundaries of fire District No. l, as established or as hereafter changed by
proper authority, shall be installed In ri g id metal conduit or electrlc- metalllc
tubing or other approved metal fireproof raceways and provided further, that
all wiring hereinafter Installed In all buildings located In an area that has
been zoned commercial by the ordinances of the City of Albany for public or
semi- public buildings, such as schools, churches, lodges or buildings where the
public will assemble within any part of the City of Albany shall be in- stalled
In metal fireproof raceways as approved by t h eCity Engineer. Provided, further, 
that flexible metal conduit may be used In making connections to motors
or other appliances and other Installations where, In the opinion of the
authority enforcing this code, rigid connections would not be pra ctical. lt

ls further provided that In Fire Zones 1 and z, any building which ls
used solely for dwelling purposes, of less than two stories, providing said building
shall meet those requirements for set backs fr omthe front and side yards, 
as well as back yard set back required for residential zones, then and In
that event, such buildings shall be treated as being located In a residential zone
for the purpose of the requirements of this ordinance. In the event that such
building shall cease to be used as a dwellin g , the requirements of wiring In
Fire Zones 1 and Z shall be complied with by the owner within thirty (JO) days

of cessation of use as a dwelling. SECTWN

Zb: MINIMUM CAPACITY FOH RE SJ.D.El'I TlALC vN::.TRUCTlUi~. ln

all residential constructions within the City or Albany, the minimum capacity
for residential service conductors shall be as follows: a) 

On three- wire, 115- ZJO volt service. Not less than 200 ampere approved
meter base with not less than 10 0 ampere service conductors shall
be Installed. lf electric metallic tubing or conduit ls used, It
shall be not less than Lt Inches In diameter. b) 

On two- wire, 115 volt service, not less than 100 ampere meter base shall
be used, but not less than 50 ampere service conductors. Where
electrical aetalllc tubing or conduit ls used, It shall be not
less than I inch In diameter. 1
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e) Where 1ervlc1 conduit i1 used to support service drops, th• 
minimum 1ti1 shall be not lass than li Inch rigid conduit, 
Where service conduit extends more than 4 feet above the surface
of the roof at point of contact, lhey shall properly be guyed or
otherwise supportr.d In a manner as shall be approved by the
Etectr.lcal Inspection De parl"!ent. 

SECTI ON zc: llMlTAl'lUN ON USE OF AAMCitEO CABLE, LOOM-WIRE AND FUSE DEVICES, 

al Armored cable 'shall not be used In any installati on within the city
of Albany, except where in the opinion of the enforclnQ authority
this kind of armored cable Is the only practical wiring, 

b) loom-wire shall not be used on the surface of floors or on wall
surfaces within 8 feet of the fl oor, un less protec ted by electric
metallic lubing or other methods approved by the enforcing authority, 

c) All circuit over-current devices shall be of the c ircuit breaker
type, the S-type or cartr i dge type fuse, 

SECTION J; RcG151RMllU~ P.;,D FE~ 

very electrical contractor who operates In the City of Albany shall
regi ster with the City Recorder and shall pay a fee for the privilege of doing
business In the City of Albany. 

The lnitial registration fee for all contractors registering after the effective
date of this ordinance shall be $ Z5 ,00 , Paymen t of the Initi a l registration
fee shall permit operation within the City of Albany for tne calendar year end-
ing December 31, 1959, such regi s tration shall be subject to an electrical con-
tractor's renewal license fee of ~Z5 , 00 per yeac , payable In advance, and each
such period shall expire the 31st day of December of each year ·• 

SECTION 4: PEHMIT AND Rt.QUlREl.lt..NTS

lt shall be unlawful for any person to install or alter any electrical
equipment, apparatus, service facility or wiring system within the City of
Albany until such person shall have first secured from electrical inspection
department a permit to do so, Provided, however, a permit shall not be re-
quired for the Installation, alteration or repair of electrical wiring and
equipment installed by or for public utilities for the use by such utility in
the generation, transmission, distribution or metering of electrical energy
or for the use of such utility in the operation of signals or for the trans-
mission of Intelligence, nor shall a permit be required for minor repair work; 
such as the repairing of flush and snap switches, replacing fuses, replacing
all lamp sockets and receptacles, taping bare joints and repairing drop cords, 
experimental work of a temporary nature In testing laboratories, repair work
performed in licensed electrical shops or on the lighting or Ignition systems
of motor vehicles, 

A permit shall be valid only for the location stated In the application, 
which shall state the street and house number where said work Is to be performed
and also Include the name and addresses of the owner and the electrical con-
tractor. 

A permit to perform electrical work in or about his own building may
be issued to the owner thereof, provided that the work thereunder shall be per-
formed by such person. Such work must conform to the provisions of this code. 
All applications for permits hereunder shall be made upon forms furnished by
the Inspection department, 

lt shall be the responsibility of the wireman having charge of the
installation or alteration to see that all permits requ ired under the provision
of this ordinance are procured and that a section of the permit is posted on
the premises near the service panel. 

SECTION 5: PERMIT FEES

Before the l!suance of any permit under this ordinance, the applicant
therefo~ shall pay to the Recorder of the City of Albany a fe~ in accordance
with the nature and extent of work as follows& 

a) The minimum fee for any electrical
permit shall be • 

b) For lighting, heating and power, 
for first 5 openings or outlets
tor each ~dditional outlet

e) 1or each electrical sign, decorative, 
or outline lighting on the exterior

1.00

1.00

10
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c) or a building, marquees and foolllghla, 
borders and strips In thealer1: 
For flrsl 50 lamps or fractions thereof
For each a ~dlllonal 10 lamps • 

d) Inspe cti on for temporary ln's tallatlon
for show windows, exhibitions, con-
venti ons, et~., minimum fee l,00

Sa i d fee shall be doubl ed If the permit l s not obtained and posted
within 46 hours a ft er commenc em ent of sa id work, Su ndays and ho lidays excepted, 
Where work ls condemned or fall s to meet the standards provided In this code, 
a fee of ~2. 00 sha ll be required for each a dltl onal Inspec tion require •!, 

In the event the city shall contract with the State of Oregon for
Inspec tion by t he state, t hen all fees requ ired t o be paid to the state shall
be In lieu of any requirements set forth In this sect ion. 

SCCTl UN 6: 1NSPl:.CTluN OF Nr.'ft WORK -- NOTI FY l l\G £ Lt.CTR !CAL Dl::PM TM£NT, 

lt shall be unlawful for any person to comp lete, enclose or p lace In use
any electrical equi pmen t, apparatus , service, fac i l ities or system wlthoul having
given lhe lnspec ll on derar t ment notice that the work ls ready for Inspec tion
and until the Inspec ti on department shall have Inspected and a pproved t he same. 
The wireman shall not ify the elect ri cal Inspection department In writing when
the " rough -In" wiri ng Is comp leted. He shall also noti fy th~ Inspec tion depart-
ment from time to time during the Installa t i on whe n e lec t r ical Inspections are
to be made and wh en the Installation l s r e ady for final Inspection, The
electrica l Inspec ti on department shall mak e lnspecllons withi n 48 hours after
receiving noti ce that work Is ready f or Inspection , Sa turdays, Sund a ys and
holidays excepted, Provided, however, tha l all subsequent I nspections made
necessary because of disapproval of the repa ir of lnslallall on as submitted
shall be made only aft er notice that t he defect has been corrected. Should
the Inspector condemn any work as not being In accordance with the code, notice
In writing shall be g iven by him to t he person engaged In the work, Within
15 days after notlflca tlon thereof or within such other time as may, upon
request, be prescribed, such work shall be made to comply with the provisions
of thls code, Anyone covering or a .l lowlng to be covered any condemned portion
or work shall be liable to the penalties of this code . Failure of the Inspec-
tion department to mak e the Inspect ion within 46 hou rs after notification and
after again notifying the inspection department may be construed to mean per-
mission to proceed with construction, 

sr.:cr ll,.N 7: DUTl f.:S AN! J RlGH TS Of Elt.CTR l CAL I N:,Pt:. CTLR

The electrical Inspector shall have authority to enter Into and upon any

premlsis at reasonable hours for t he pur po se of examining all electrical equip-
ment, apparatus, service, faci l ities or systems. If he shall find any defects
therein, he shall notify the owner, agent, occupant, builder, el ectrlclan or

other person in charge, 

SECTION e: INSPl:: CTl ON OF EXISTING IN STALLATION

The Inspector Is hereby empowered to Inspect or reinspect all existing

wiring and equi pm ent c oming within the sco pe of this code, When said wiring

or equipment ls found to be dangerous or unsafe, a person, firm or corporation

owning, using or operating the same shall be notified and shall make the

necessary repairs or changes required to plac e the wiring or equi pme nt in a

safe condition, and have such work completed within fifteen ( 15) days after

notification thereof or within such further reas onable time as may, upon request, 

be prescribed by the inspector. 

The inspector Is hereby empowered to disconnect or order the discontin-

uance of electrical service to such conductors or apparatus found to be In a

dangerous or uns a fe condition, or to have been Installed without a permit, or

not In accordance with the provisions of this code. He shall thereupon attach

a notice which states that such conductors or apparatus has been disconnected

because they have been found unsa fe to life or property, and It shall be unlaw-
ful "for any person to remove such notice or re-connect the defective conductor a
or apparatus until same have been placed in a safe condition and have been
Inspected by the Inspector. 

SECTIUN 9: NOTICE TO ELeCTRICAL lN:,PeCTIUl DEPAXTMt:NT

Every contractor and wireman and every wireman having charge of the

installation of any electrical equipment or services shall notify the Inspection
department of the tlme. a 11 work requ Ir Ing a perml t hereunder sha 11 be commenced. 
He shall alao notify the electr. lcal lnspectlon department from time to time

When any such electrical connection 11 ready tor Inspection, 
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Ordinance No. 284' 

1 .. 0...,i CONT ROL OF CONSTRUCTl ON

All electrical equipment In process of Installation, alteration or

f'epalr • h• ll be under the supervision of the electrical in•p• ction department
Who le ,her•by empowered to stop further work whenever in l ts \!} udgment the

ork 11 being done contrary to requirements of thU code. 

SECTION 11: NOM- LlABlLlTY OF CITY Fe« DAMAGES

This ordinance shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen the

responsibility of any person owning, operating or installing any electrical

wires, appliances, construction or equipment for damage to anyone injured by

any de~ ect therein nor shall the city or any agent thereof be held as assuming

any such liability by reason of the inspection authorized hereunder or the

certificate of inspection issued by the inspection department. 

Sl:.CTl ON lZ: AUTH ORlT Y FOR STAIE lN SP. t:.CT l uN

The city manager, with the approval of the city council, shall have

authority to enter into any contract with the State of Oregon for electrical

inspection. This section is permissive in nature and it is not necessarily

required that the city enter into a contract with the State of Oregon for the
furnishing of electrical inspection service by the State of Oregon to the City

of Albany. Fees for inspection shall be collected by the state electrical

inspector and shall be in lieu of any city inspection or permit fee. 

SECTION 13: PENALTI~ S FOR VI OLATI ON

Any person refusing to or neglecting to comply with the requirements

of this ordinance or violating any provisions therein shall, upon conviction

thereof in the Municipal Court, be punlshP. d by a fine not exceeding $ 500. 00

or imprisonment in the city jail of the City of Albany, not to exceed 30 days

or both such fine and imprisonment. lf any person refuses to confoom to the

requirements of this ordinance after having been notified so to do by any en-

forcing official, each day' s continuance of such violation shall be deemed a

separate offense. 

SECTION U: REPEALING CLAUS£ 

Ordinance No. 636, Ordinance No. 2413, Ordinance No• 2749 and Ordinance
No. Z788 are hereby repealed and any and all other ordinances or parts of . 

ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

SECTION \ 5: EMERGENCY CLAUSE

Inasmuch as the passage of this ordinance ls necessary to the immediate

preservation of the peace, health and safety of the citizens of the City of

Albany, an emergency ls hereby de~ lared and this ordinance shall become effec-

tive immediately upon its passage by the council and approval by the mayor-

Passed by the council: June 10, 1959

Approved by the mayor: June 10, 1959
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Effective date: June 10, 1959


