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 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
333 Broadalbin Street SW,  
P.O. Box 490; Albany, OR 97321 

Phone: 541-917-7550  Fax: 541- 917-7598 
www.cityofalbany.net 

NOTICE OF DECISION 
Historic Review of Exterior Alterations 

  
GENERAL INFORMATION  
DATE OF NOTICE: July 18, 2017 
FILE: HI-03-17 
TYPE OF APPLICATION: Type I; Exterior alterations to replace and remove building features visible 

from the street.  
REVIEW BODY: Staff 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Sean Sullivan, SCH Homes LLC; 1408 32nd Avenue SE, Albany, OR 97322 
ADDRESS/LOCATION: 1136 Calapooia Street SW, Albany, OR 97321 
MAP/TAX LOT: Linn County Assessor’s Map No. 11S-04W-12AD; Tax Lot 7600 
HISTORIC RATING: Historic Contributing in the Monteith Historic District 
ZONING: HM (Hackleman Monteith)/ HD Overlay (Monteith) 

On July 18, 2017, the Community Development Director APPROVED the application described above with the 
following Conditions of Approval:  
 
Condition 1 This Historic Review of Exterior Alterations permit is granted only for removal of the front ADA 

ramp and handrails, and the in-kind replacement of the front stairs, side stairs and landing, and 
side door to the landing with the same design, dimensions, and materials as proposed and 
conditioned in this Notice of Decision.  

 
Condition 2 Except for the removal of the ADA ramp and handrails that will not be replaced, all altered 

features shall duplicate the materials, dimensions, and design details of the features shown in the 
attached photo documentation and of identical features remaining elsewhere on the house, and 
shall be painted to match the house.  

 
Condition 3 The front stairs shall have five steps total with solid wood 2x treads and risers with an 11-inch run 

and 6.5-inch rise, and stringers covered with wood siding and trim that has the same vertical 
alignment as the siding on the house.  The stringers and other structural elements not visible from 
the exterior may be constructed with pressure treated wood material.  If a handrail is provided, it 
must be solid wood (not pressure treated), of the same dimensions and design as the handrail 
shown in the attached photo documentation (not pressure treated).  

 
Condition 4 The side stairs shall have solid wood 2x6 treads and 2x risers with an 11-inch run and 6.5-inch 

rise, a solid wood handrail matching photo documentation, a landing with 1x4 tongue and groove 
cedar decking and a with a half-wall guard that extends to the ground on the north and west side 
of the landing.  The landing shall have siding on the interior and exterior that matches the house 
and solid wood trim as shown in the photo documentation.  Structural elements not visible from 
the exterior may be constructed with pressure treated materials. 
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Condition 5 The side entry door shall be a solid wood, hinge-swinging door, with a single glazed panel above 
the knob matching the dimensions and style of the existing door as shown in photo 
documentation.  

 
Condition 6 The applicant shall obtain required building permits associated with the proposal.  Work 

associated with the proposal shall comply with the Building Code, as adopted and amended by 
the State of Oregon; and other applicable state and local Codes and ordinances related to building, 
development, fire, health, and safety, including other provisions of the Albany Development 
Code.  

 
If the applicant would like more flexibility than is provided by the Director-level Historic Review of Exterior 
Alterations application process pursuant to ADC 7.120 (1), they may submit an application for Historic Review of 
Exterior Alterations pursuant to ADC 7.150 or for Historic Review of Substitute Materials pursuant to ADC 7.200 
and ADC 7.210, as applicable, for consideration by the Landmarks Advisory Commission.  
 
The Director’s decision may be appealed to the Albany Landmarks Commission if a person with standing files a 
Notice to Appeal and the associated filing fee to the Community Development Department within ten days from 
the date the City mails the notice of decision.  
 
The City based its decision on the project’s conformance with the review criteria listed in the Albany 
Development Code.  Findings of Fact in support of this decision are included.  The supporting documentation 
relied upon by the City in making this decision is available for review at City Hall, 333 Broadalbin Street SW.  
For more information, please contact the project planner, Shawna Adams, at 541-791-0176.   
 
This approval expires in three years, unless a valid approved building permit exists for new construction or 
improvements and work has commenced or unless an extension has been granted pursuant to ADC 1.083.  The 
issuance of this approval by the City of Albany does not eliminate the need for compliance with other federal, 
state, or local regulations.  It is the applicant's responsibility to contact other federal, state, or local agencies or 
departments to obtain all required permits and to assure compliance with all applicable regulations. 
 
         Signature on file 
       _____________________________________________ 

Community Development Director 
 
 
Appeal Deadline:      July 28, 2017 
Approval Expiration Date (if not appealed):   July 18, 2020 
 
Attachments:  Applicant’s Submittal, Select Photo Documentation, and 2002 Historic Resource Survey Form   
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Staff Analysis 
Planning File HI-03-17 

1136 Calapooia Street SW 
 

The following findings are in support of the decision to approve this application. 
 
REVIEW CRITERIA (Albany Development Code Section 7.120) 
 
“The Director will approve residential alteration requests if one of the following criteria is met: 
 
a. There is no change in historic character, appearance, or material composition from the existing structure. 
b. The proposed alteration materially duplicates the affected exterior building features as determined from an 

early photograph, original building plans, or other evidence of original building features. 
c. The proposed alteration is not visible from the street.”  
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
1. The house at 1136 Calapooia Street is a Historic Contributing landmark in the Monteith National Register 

Historic District.  Per the 2002 and 2007 Historic Resource Survey forms, the c. 1915-1930  bungalow style 
house features 1/1 wood double-hung windows, “channel rustic” horizontal board siding, a rectangular plan 
with a gable roof and no decorative features of note.  Noted exterior alterations include a “huge ADA ramp.”  
Alterations that are also evident include the hand rails for the ramp and for the front steps beneath the ramp.  
The ramp does not appear on the 1949 Sanborn Map. 
 

2. The house is located on an interior lot on the west side of Calapooia Street, with the front of the house and 
portions of both sides of the house visible from the street.  
 

3. On June 13, 2017, City of Albany Code Compliance staff visited the subject property in response to a 
complaint that exterior alterations had been made without permits and directed the property owner on site to 
stop work until all required historic review application and building permit approvals were obtained for the 
work in progress (Code Compliance file CC-33-17).  Exterior alterations that had been made included 
removal of the front ramp and steps.  The photos included in the applicant’s narrative also show that a portion 
of the guard (half wall) on the side stair landing had been removed since staff visited the site on 
June 13, 2017.  

 
4. The applicant obtained a building permit On May 16, 2017, to carry out certain interior improvements to the 

house and repair the back stem/retaining wall which is located on the west side of the house (B-0468-17).  
Final inspection approval has not been granted for this building permit.  Historic Review approval is not 
required for the interior improvements or repairs to the stem wall that were authorized by the building permit.   
The building permit drawings noted other exterior changes that were not proposed on the building permit 
application.  Staff informed the applicant that those exterior changes noted on the building permit drawings 
were not authorized under the building permit and would also require Historic Review approval. This Historic 
Review evaluation addresses only those exterior alterations for which the applicant has proposed Historic 
Review approval. 

 
5. On June 30, 2017, the Planning Division mailed the applicant a letter reiterating the historic review 

requirements for the various exterior alterations discussed.  The letter also included Building Division 
comments for non-historic related issues specific to building permit number B-0468-17. 

 
6. ADC 1.060 (1) provides that no person shall engage in or cause to occur a development for which a required 

land use application has not been approved.  ADC 1.060(2) further provides that no other permit issued by the 
City shall be approved until the land use application has first been approved by the Director or reviewing 
body.  
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7. The applicant’s submittal for this application (HI-03-17) includes a narrative addressing proposed alterations 
with photos of the features to be replicated and their location on the house relative to the street.  City Historic 
file and compliance file records include additional photo documentation of the features proposed to be altered.  

 
8. Alterations proposed with this application (HI-03-17) include: 

a) Removal of the wheelchair ramp to the front porch in accordance with ADC 7.120(1)(b).  

b) Removal and replacement of the front steps to match what is existing (prior to removal) in accordance 
with ADC 7.120(1)(a).  The applicant does not specifically propose to reinstall the handrail for the front 
steps.  The applicant further indicates: 

“We will rebuild with 2x12 P/T in the same dimensions including the rise and run to match what exists.   
There are 5 steps with an 11" run (step) and a 6 1/2" rise (kick).  Try to match the sides of the stringer with 
siding that apparently is in place according to the photos.  Then paint the steps to match how they were 
before with body color on the kick and trim color on the step…Note: Both the front and side steps and 
accompanying handrail were constructed with 2x materials Doug Fir #2 or better with no special edge 
treatments.” 

c) Removal and replacement of the side steps to match what is existing including the handrail in accordance 
with ADC 7.120(1)(a).  The applicant further indicates:  

“We will rebuild with 2x6 P/T in the same dimensions including the rise and run with what exists.  There 
are 5 steps with an 11" run (step) and a 6 1/2" rise (kick). Also, replace the lx4 T&G deck with cedar to 
match and paint to match trim. Then paint the steps to match with body color on the kick and trim color on 
the step.” 

d) Replacement of the side entry door with a paintable door matching what is currently there in style and 
dimension in accordance with ADC 7.120(1)(a).  

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
1. Only one of the review criteria in ADC 7.120 must be met for the proposed alterations to be approved. 

 
2. The front ramp and handrail for the front steps are non-historic features that have been added to the house as 

documented in the Historic Survey Form and Sanborn Maps.  The removal helps to reveal and restore the 
house’s historic character and appearance.  The proposed removal of the front ramp and handrail satisfies 
ADC 7.120(1)(b). 

 
3. Available photo documentation shows that the front stair treads and risers are constructed with solid wood 2x 

boards rather than the pressure treated wood proposed by the applicant.  The stringer is not visible in the 
photo documentation since it is covered by horizontal wood siding that matches the dimensions, profile, and 
vertical alignment of the siding on the house.  The proposed removal and replacement of the front stairs will 
comply with ADC 7.120(1)(a) and (b), with Conditions 2 and 3 to ensure the stairs match what is existing, as 
shown in available photo documentation. 

 
4. The existing side stair treads, risers, and landing are constructed with solid wood 2x6 boards rather than the 

pressure treated wood proposed by the applicant.  The photos included in the applicant’s narrative show that 
portions of the guard wall around the stair landing have been removed.  The proposed removal and 
replacement of the side stairs will comply with ADC 7.120(1)(a) and (b), with Conditions 2 and 4 to ensure 
the stairs and landing match what is existing, as shown in available photo documentation. 

 
5. The proposed replacement of the wood side door with a paintable door of the same design and dimensions 

will comply with ADC 7.120(1)(a) provided that the new door is also made of wood material.  Conditions 2 
and 5 will ensure the proposed side door alteration complies with ADC 7.120(1)(a).  
 

6. This application satisfies the review criteria for a Director-level decision as conditioned below.  
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CONDITIONS 
 
Condition 1 This Historic Review of Exterior Alterations permit is granted only for removal of the front ADA 

ramp and handrails, and the in-kind replacement of the front stairs, side stairs and landing, and 
side door to the landing with the same design, dimensions, and materials as proposed and 
conditioned in this Notice of Decision.  

 
Condition 2 Except for the removal of the ADA ramp and handrails that will not be replaced, all altered 

features shall duplicate the materials, dimensions, and design details of the features shown in the 
attached photo documentation and of identical features remaining elsewhere on the house, and 
shall be painted to match the house.  

 
Condition 3 The front stairs shall have five steps total with solid wood 2x treads and risers with an 11-inch run 

and 6.5-inch rise, and stringers covered with wood siding and trim that has the same vertical 
alignment as the siding on the house.  The stringers and other structural elements not visible from 
the exterior may be constructed with pressure treated wood material.  If a handrail is provided, it 
must be solid wood (not pressure treated), of the same dimensions and design as the handrail 
shown in the attached photo documentation (not pressure treated).  

 
Condition 4 The side stairs shall have solid wood 2x6 treads and 2x risers with an 11-inch run and 6.5-inch 

rise, a solid wood handrail matching photo documentation, a landing with 1x4 tongue and groove 
cedar decking and a with a half-wall guard that extends to the ground on the north and west side 
of the landing.  The landing shall have siding on the interior and exterior that matches the house 
and solid wood trim as shown in the photo documentation.  Structural elements not visible from 
the exterior may be constructed with pressure treated materials. 

 
Condition 5 The side entry door shall be a solid wood, hinge-swinging door, with a single glazed panel above 

the knob matching the dimensions and style of the existing door as shown in photo 
documentation.  

 
Condition 6 The applicant shall obtain required building permits associated with the proposal.  Work 

associated with the proposal shall comply with the Building Code, as adopted and amended by 
the State of Oregon; and other applicable state and local Codes and ordinances related to building, 
development, fire, health, and safety, including other provisions of the Albany Development 
Code.  

 
 

 
 



Proposal for exterior alterations

1136 Calapooia SW, Albany Oregon

1. Remove ramp that was obviously added and not part of the period architecture, in order
to restore or closely bring the front of the home back to it' s original design 7. 120 section
1 subsection ( b) 

2. Remove and replace dry rotted front steps and rebuild to match what is existing
including handrail according to 7. 120 section 1 subsection (a) 
Below are the only pictures I have of the existing steps. We will rebuild with 2x12 P/ T in
the same dimensions including the rise and run to match what exists. There are 5 steps

with an 11" run (step) and a 6 1/
2" rise (kick). Try to match the sides of the stringer with

siding that apparently is in place according to the photos. Then paint the steps to match
how they were before with body color on the kick and trim color on the step. 

NOTE: BOTH FRONT AND SIDE STEPS AND ACCOMPANING HANDRAIL WERE

CONSTRUCTED WITH 2x MATERIAL DOUG FIR #2 OR BETTER WITH NO
SPECIAL EDGE TREATMENTS. 

3. Remove and replace dry rotted side steps and rebuild to match what is existing including
handrail according to 7. 120 section 1 subsection (a) Below are pictures I have of the
existing steps. We will rebuild with 2x6 P/ T in the same dimensions including the rise
and run with what exists. There are 5 steps with an 11" run (step) and a 6 1/ 2" rise (kick). 
Also, replace the 1 x4 T& G deck with cedar to match and paint to match trim. Then paint

the steps to match with body color on the kick and trim color on the step. 



4. Replace un -functioning Side entry door with a paintable door matching what is currently
there in style & dimensions. Material T.B.D. According to 7. 120 section 1 subsection
a). See below photo
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Select Photo Documentation  
1136 Calapooia Street SW  
 

 
 
Photo #1 
Historic Survey Photo c. 2002 
 
 

  
 
Photo #2 c. 2005 
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Photo#3 and #4  
Front Stairs and Rail 2011 
 
 
 

 
 
Photo#5  
Side Stairs and Landing c. 2012 
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Photo #6, #7, #8 
Side Porch; 2014 / Side Door July 2017 
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Photo #9 and #10 
Side Porch c. 2005   
 
 
 

 
 
Intact Front Porch Trim- matches trim on side landing guard June 2017  
  
 



Note: For properties 35 years old and newer, starred (*) sections are the only required fields.
County:

Linn

Street Address:   City
1136 Calapooia SW Albany
USGS Quad Name:  I GPS Latitude:  Longitude:

Albany
Township:      Range: Section: Block/Lot: Tax Lot#:

11S 4W 12 1 AD 17600

Date of Construction:   Historic Name:    Historic Use or Function:
c. 1915 Single- family

Grouping or Cluster Name:      Current Name or Use:  Associated Archaeological Site:

Single- family

Architectural Classification( s):   Plan Type/Shape: Number of stories:

bungalow Rectangle 1

Foundation Material:     Structural Framing:       Moved?
Concrete Wood No
Roof Type/Material:     Window Type/Material:
Gable/ como shinale 1/ 1 w d h
Exterior Surface Materials Primary:    Secondary:       Decorative:

Channel rustic
Exterior Alterations or Additions, Approximate Date:

Huge ADA ramp

Number and Type of Associated Resources:

None

Integrity: Condition:      Local Ranking: National Register Listed?

Good Good nYes X No FUnknown
Preliminary National
Register Findings: Potentially Eligible:       U Individually or X As a contributing resource in a District

Not Eligible:    Intact but lacks distinction

I I Altered ( Choose one) :    n Reversible/ potentially eligible

Individually or in a district

Reversible/ ineligible, lacks distinction

n Irretrievable lack of integrity

Not 50 years old

Description of Physical and or Landscape Features:

Hoods over windows

Kitchen cold cupboard vents

Side entry new arbor hood; corner boards w/capitals
Eave returns; half porch wall supporting turned columns
Plum street trees

Statement of Significance: [ Required only for Intensive Level Surveys]   ( Use additional sheets if necessary)

Researcher/ Organization:   Date Recorded:

David Pinyerd, Historic Preservation Northwest 9/ 27/2002

Photo Roll#:    Frame#( s): Local Designation#:     SHPO#:

2 32

County:
Linn
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Street Address:    City:
1136 Calapooia SW Albany
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David Pinyerd, Historic Preservation Northwest 9/ 27/ 2002

Photo Roll#:    Frame#( s): Local Designation#:     SHPO#:
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