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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL 

Council Chambers 

Wednesday, October 26, 2016 

7:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

Konopa led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Ray Kopczynski, Floyd Collins, 

Dick Olsen, Bill Coburn, and Bessie Johnson. 

   

Councilors absent: Councilor Floyd Collins was excused.   

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

Extra Mile Day. 

 

Konopa read the proclamation included in the agenda packet.  She thanked all volunteers for the work they do in the 

community.   

 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

  

 Communications 

 

  Economic development request. 

 

  This item was pulled from discussion. 

 

Request for Comprehensive Plan amendment and zone change for property on the east side of Lochner Road 

and south of the railroad tracks (tax map 11S03W20-00-00603). 

 

Public Works Engineering & Community Development Director Jeff Blaine explained that the South Albany 

Area Plan had identified that this property was probably better zoned as Light Industrial than its current 

Residential zoning.  Greater Albany Public Schools (GAPS) was involved in the South Albany Area Plan 

project and is now interested to know whether the City would be willing to rezone that property to what was 

identified as its best use in the Plan.  With Council’s concurrence, staff would go ahead and begin the 

process.  Discussion followed and Konopa raised concerns over a public input process and whether GAPS 

would have to notify neighboring properties of the potential rezone.  Blaine said the rezone would involve 

the standard public input process; this is a question of whether Council wants to initiate the action or have 

GAPS make application for rezoning.   

 

Council agreed that GAPS should go through the standard application process to request rezoning of the 

property. 

 

 Business from the Public 

 

  There was no business from the public. 

  

 First Reading of Ordinance 

 

Amending Chapters 12.01.010, Intent and Purpose, and 12.01.040, Definitions, and creating Chapter 12.30, 

Stormwater Utility, of the Albany Municipal Code. 

 

City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 12.01.010 INTENT AND PURPOSE, AND AMENDING CHAPTER 12.040 DEFINITIONS, 

AND CREATING CHAPTER 12.30, STORMWATER UTILITY, OF THE ALBANY MUNICIPAL 

CODE. 

 

MOTION:  Councilor Bill Coburn moved for the City Attorney to read the ordinance for a second time in 

title only.  Kopczynski seconded the motion, and it passed 5-0. 

 

Kidd read the ordinance for the second time in title only. 
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MOTION:  Coburn moved to adopt the ordinance, and Kopczynski seconded the motion. 

 

Councilor Bessie Johnson asked for clarification that the ordinance is to create the stormwater utility and 

stormwater fees are not included in this motion; Blaine confirmed that is correct. 

 

Konopa noted for Council that staff reviewed the low-income housing apartments in Albany and none of 

those properties will see a significant billing increase with the implementation of stormwater fees because of 

the corresponding reductions in water and sewer services. 

 

VOTE:  Konopa called for a vote on the motion, which passed 5-0 and was designated Ordinance No. 5876. 

 

 

 Adoption of Resolutions 

 

Authorizing a loan from the Oregon Infrastructure Finance Authority and an intergovernmental agreement 

with the Albany Revitalization Agency for the repayment of that loan. 

 

Councilor Rich Kellum noted that questions had been raised by the public and an article appeared in the 

Democrat Herald as to whether or not the City has the authority to take on this debt without voter approval.  

Kidd confirmed that it is within the City’s authority; the Albany Charter as well as state statute authorize an 

override for these types of expenditures.  In response to a question from Coburn, Finance Director Stewart 

Taylor explained that the Central Albany Revitalization Agency (CARA) had an initial max indebtedness of 

$56 million, of which $18 million has been used so far to complete projects in the area.  Assistant City 

Manager/Chief Information Officer Jorge Salinas pointed out that of the $37 million still available for 

CARA to use, this loan represents just 22 percent of that availability.  Taylor added that the former City 

Attorney as well as the City’s bond counsel also vetted this approach. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution.  Kellum seconded the motion, which passed 5-0 and 

was designated Resolution No. 6544. 

 

Waiving competitive bidding and establishing a contract-specific procurement for Scinor Water America, 

LLC, membrane modules. 

 

In response to a question from Kellum, Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey advised the Council 

that there is no local supplier for this product.  There are only two approved manufacturers whose products 

meet state and federal treatment requirements, and both companies were asked for bids.  Those bids were 

evaluated by the City’s water treatment professionals, and it was determined that Scinor offers the best 

product for the best rate.  Staff is only requesting a one-time procurement since it is possible there will be 

new companies available to bid when the next round of replacements are completed.  Discussion followed. 

 

MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution.  Coburn seconded the motion, which passed 5-0 and 

was designated Resolution No. 6545. 

 

Repealing Resolution No. 4712 and accepting the Albany Municipal Airport Master Plan dated 

September 2014. 

 

Transportation Utility Superintendent John Goldman explained the reason for the delay in bringing the 

Airport Master Plan to Council.  The original plan was submitted to the Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA) in 2012, but because of staff turnover and other delays at FAA, the most recent review of the plan 

was not started until 2014, and it took two years for the FAA to complete their review and approval.   

 

Bailey responded to questions related to the planned reconfiguration of the runway.  She said the plan is to 

change the striping, extending the taxiway so it would connect at points further back, and add lighting, but 

no changes are to be made to the asphalt.  She said this is the only real way to gain usable runway length at 

the airport for takeoffs.  Additional takeoff length is needed for high-performance jets that may be loaded 

full of fuel or have trouble taking off on a warm day. 

 

MOTION:  Kellum moved to adopt the resolution.  Coburn seconded the motion, which passed 5-0 and was 

designated Resolution No. 6546. 

 

 Adoption of Consent Calendar 

  

1) Approval of Minutes 

a) September 12, 2016, Work Session minutes. 

2) Liquor license recommendation to OLCC. 

a) Grant the additional privilege, off-premises sales, liquor license application for The Growler Garage 

& Tap House, LLC, d/b/a The Growler Garage & Tap House, located at 229 Third Avenue SW. 
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MOTION:  Kopczynski moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented.  Coburn seconded the motion, 

and it passed 5-0. 

  

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Kellum reported that he spoke with people at the former Wendy’s building earlier in the day who were from Denver, 

Colorado, and California.  They told him that they plan to be up and running with a completely new looking building 

by the mid-January 2017, barring any delays with construction.  It is reported to be reopening as a Wendys.  

 

Kellum also reported on a discussion that took place at the October 23, 2016, meeting of the Linn County 

Commissioners.  He provided figures related to allegations of alcohol and marijuana use in Linn County schools.  In 

nearly all cities, the number of alcohol-use allegations was down, but the number of marijuana-use allegations was 

up. 

 

Kidd introduced Deputy City Attorney Jessica Henson.  He noted that Henson is the Municipal Court prosecutor for 

the City and will be covering the November 9, 2016, City Council meeting in his absence.  Konopa welcomed 

Henson. 

 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION OR LITIGATION LIKELY TO BE 

FILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORS 192.660 (2)(h) 

 

The Council recessed to Executive Session at 7:45 p.m. 

 

RECONVENE 

 

The Council reconvened to Regular Session at 8:40 p.m. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE:  Work Sessions:  Wednesday, November 2, 2016; and Monday, November 7, 2016 

 Regular Session:  Wednesday, November 9, 2016 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Holly Roten Jorge Salinas  

Administrative Assistant I Assistant City Manager/ Chief Information Officer 

 


