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CITY OF ALBANY 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

Municipal Court Room 

Wednesday, April 19, 2017 

Immediately following the 4:00 p.m. City Council Executive Session 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, Rich Kellum, Ray 

Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 

 

Councilors absent: None. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Councilor Bill Coburn asked the Council whether they thought it necessary to impose a time limit for items that 

are brought forward under Business from the Public in light of events at the April 12, 2017, City Council meeting.  

One person consumed a disproportionate amount of meeting time and, despite repeated requests from the Mayor, 

would not stay on topic.  Coburn said he could think of other instances when this has happened in the past.  

Konopa noted that in this case, the individual was asked to appear before Council to state his case for the 

reconsideration of the denial of his parks use application.  She did not feel he could be asked to limit his appeal 

time.   

 

City Attorney Sean Kidd explained that following the April 12 meeting, he researched solutions for Council on 

this issue.  There are several options including imposing an across the board time limit for Business from the 

Public items for all meetings, or setting a time limit at the start of a particular meeting for all Business from the 

Public items.  Kidd cautioned against limiting only one presenter’s time or against imposing a time restriction 

once someone has already started to speak.  He said whatever rules are imposed, they should apply to everyone 

regardless of the topic.  Kidd added that specific to the individual’s actions at the April 12 meeting, the courts 

have determined that the public has a right to film at a public meeting, and the use of profanity is not a basis for 

ejecting someone from a public meeting.  However, if someone’s behavior becomes disruptive, the Council as a 

whole controls the meeting and can pass a motion with four votes to instruct the Mayor to have the person 

removed. 

 

In response to a comment from Councilor Dick Olsen about being able to require that presenters stay on topic, 

Councilor Rich Kellum stated that Council can always require that a Business from the Public item being 

submitted in writing.  Kidd added that Council is required to conduct business in public, not to allow the public to 

bring business forward.  Discussion followed. 

 

Konopa reiterated that she does not want the Council meetings to be an intimidating atmosphere, and imposing 

time limits creates an unapproachable environment.  Kidd pointed out that he works with the City of Adair 

Village, which has a three-minute time limit, and their meetings run very smoothly.  Discussion followed.  

Coburn said he agrees with Konopa that it hasn’t been too big of an issue, but he feels it would be prudent for 

Council to consider how to handle similar situations in the future.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:13 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 

  

 

 

 

 

Holly Roten      Wes Hare 

Administrative Assistant I    City Manager 


