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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Municipal Court Room 

Monday, July 10, 2017 

4:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, Bessie Johnson, and 

Mike Sykes. 

  

Councilors absent: None. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

There was none. 

 

SEWER LOAN OPTIONS – Chris Bailey 

 

Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey said we have an opportunity to refinance some existing loans with the 

Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).  The City has two loans that were taken out with the State 

Revolving Fund (SRF) to finance the Water Reclamation Facility.  Bailey is discussing it tonight because there is a 

request on this week’s Regular Session agenda for approval of a new SRF loan for the Riverfront Interceptor project. 

These are two separate projects in the Sewer Fund.  The two existing loans are at 3.4% and 3.64%.  Refinancing would 

reduce the rate to 2.25%, saving the City about $4 million.  The interest rate for the new loan is 1.5%.  The DEQ still has 

to finalize their process before we can apply to refinance, but both the refinancing and the Interceptor project need to be 

done, and interest rates are very low. 

 

Councilor Ray Kopczynski asked, since the DEQ hasn’t finalized their rules, could the rate go up before they do?  Bailey 

said it’s possible, but they are highly motivated to get it done.  They don’t want the City to give them back $47 million in 

cash that they would have to figure out how to loan again.  We have a conditional letter of commitment from the DEQ 

that mentions the proposed rate.  All that’s left is to define the loan amounts and payoff rates. 

 

Councilor Bill Coburn asked if there is any reason the refinance would have to go to the voters, because of the Charter 

amendment sponsored by Tom Cordier a couple of years ago.  Finance Director Stewart Taylor said refinancing to save 

the City money is allowed without a vote.  Coburn asked if this is similar to the refinancing of water debt that the City 

wanted to do and couldn’t.  Taylor said yes.  The timing and the uncertainty about whether the amendment would pass 

were what made the City lose that opportunity.  There were two votes to amend the Charter.  The first amendment was in 

Cordier’s language, some of which was unclear.  The second amendment was rewritten with more clarity.  Coburn said, 

we lost an opportunity to save a couple million dollars.  Taylor said probably, yes. 
 

Taylor said this is an opportunity to promote a good relationship with the DEQ by refunding the loans with them.  The 

City hopes to participate in the DEQ’s public process as they work out their rules.  We’ve been looking for funding for 

the Riverfront Interceptor for years. 

 

Bailey said the refinancing will come back to the Council in a couple of months.  The application deadline for the 

Interceptor is mid-August.  She will present that approval request to the Council Wednesday, July 12, 2017. 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL  

 

Coburn asked if other Councilors had received email about the proposed Human Relations Commission (HRC) language 

change.  He said someone involved in online discussion is using the City’s logo.  He asked if that was allowed.  

Management Assistant/Public Information Officer Marilyn Smith said it is not.  The logo is copyrighted.  City Manager 

Pro Tem Jorge Salinas said he will contact the person using the logo. 

 

Konopa said the Council has received a resolution from the Eagles convention thanking the City for their support (see 

agenda file). 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

Salinas said the City has received its sixth Certificate of Excellence in Performance Management.  The award logo will 

be added to the City website. 

 

Konopa mentioned that she has received complaints of people dumping trash on the old Cemwood site.  This is private 

property.  It’s partially fenced and being patrolled, but it’s hard to keep people out.  Smith said the City has tried to get 

the owner to keep the property fenced and the weeds cut down, but they are not interested.  Konopa said they went 
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through a long and expensive development application process and were turned down, so they may not be very motivated 

to work with the City.  Coburn asked if we can clean the property and lien the owners, as with other derelict properties.  

Smith said she will ask Code Compliance Officer Kris Schendel to talk to them.  Councilor Dick Olsen asked why the 

development application was turned down.  Councilor Mike Sykes said he thinks some of it was parking issues, but 

parking criteria have changed by now. 

 

Smith said Konopa had asked about Council tours of the new Police and Fire stations.  She said the Council can tour the 

buildings, but only two or three at a time.  There are safety issues on what are still construction sites, and groups must be 

less than a quorum.  Councilor Rich Kellum suggested that after 4:00 p.m. is usually a good time to tour a construction 

site.  Smith will contact the Police and Fire chiefs and set times for tours. 

 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION OR LITIGATION LIKELY TO BE 

FILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORS 192.660 (2)(h). 

 

Konopa recessed the meeting to Executive Session at 4:29 p.m. 

 

RECONVENE 

 

Konopa reconvened to Work Session at 4:42 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:42 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Allison Liesse Jorge Salinas 

Deputy City Clerk City Manager pro tem 


