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CITY OF ALBANY  

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

Municipal Court Room 

Monday, October 9, 2017 

4:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Bill Coburn, Dick Olsen, Ray Kopczynski, 

 and Rich Kellum 

   

Councilors absent: Councilors Mike Sykes (excused) and Bessie Johnson (excused) 

 

BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

Michael Thomson, 1291 Elm Street SW, spoke against the appointment of guest Councilors as they cannot be held 

accountable in the same manner as elected officials.  He believes that the staff memo greatly understated Scott 

Pierson’s involvement in the community and with the Chamber of Commerce and that the dais gives the impression 

of additional authority.  He wanted to register his objection with Council. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF GUEST COUNCILOR 

 

Management Assistant/Public Information Officer Marilyn Smith explained that the item was requested by Councilor 

Mike Sykes.  The appointment process has only been used twice since it was adopted; in each case, a guest 

Councilor was appointed for one meeting as is authorized in the resolution.  Per the resolution, an individual can be 

appointed for one meeting only, once per year, and the appointment would take effect with the next Council meeting.  

This would mean that Scott Pierson could serve at the October 11, 2017, City Council meeting only.  Smith noted 

that Sykes’ intent was for Pierson to serve at all seven meetings while he was absent.  Council would need to amend 

the resolution if they wished to allow Pierson to serve at more than one meeting.  Discussion followed. 

 

Councilor Ray Kopczynski said he was not clear why guest Councilors would be necessary; the individual has no 

authority, cannot vote, and can only participate in discussions.  He argued that anyone has the opportunity to voice 

their opinion during Business from the Public.  He is not in favor of amending the resolution to allow guest 

Councilors to serve at multiple meetings. 

 

Councilor Dick Olsen said he believes he voted no on the resolution when it was first adopted in 2009, and he 

believes Council is plenty accommodating in allowing the public to speak during Council meetings, even outside of 

Business from the Public. 

 

Councilor Bill Coburn said he understood the spirit and intent of appointing guest Councilors and didn’t see many 

negatives in allowing it. 

 

Councilor Rich Kellum voiced support for allowing guest Councilors in that it contributes to the diversity of the 

discussion.  He added that audience members are discouraged from interjecting during Council deliberations, and 

only allowing an individual to speak during Business from the Public limits them to voicing an opinion before the 

substantive discussion has taken place. 

 

Konopa shared concerns over attending Councilors having to take additional time to provide a guest Councilor the 

background and history on a particular matter to allow them to actively participate in discussions.  Discussion 

followed. 

 

MOTION:  Kellum moved to appoint Scott Pierson as a guest Councilor to serve at the October 11, 2017, City 

Council meeting, and Coburn seconded the motion.  The motion failed 3-1 with Kopczynski voting no.  

 

Kopczynski suggested the item be brought back to Council to consider repealing the resolution altogether.  Olsen 

agreed it was worth discussing but should be brought back to the full Council.  Konopa asked staff to bring this item 

back to a work session once Sykes has returned. 

 

DOWNTOWN PARKING CHANGES 

 

Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish referred to two maps on the dais (see agenda file).  He noted that Council 

had previously discussed whether to change parking designations near the Albany Historic Carousel & Museum at 

First Avenue and Calapooia Street.  He stated that the Carousel has a different business model than virtually any 

other downtown business.  Historically, the high-value on-street parking spaces have been reserved for customers, 

while the lower-value spaces on side streets and off-street parking spaces have been used for employee parking.  The 

problem the Carousel faces is that they are primarily staffed by volunteers – shifts of 10 to 12 individuals who arrive 
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later in the day, typically senior citizens, many of whom have mobility issues.  By the time they arrive for their 

volunteer shifts, most of the non-customer parking spaces are already taken.   

 

Irish outlined several options to address the issue including designating a number of spaces as leased parking, 

changing the designation to “3-hour customer or employee permit parking,” or the Carousel contacting private 

property owners to determine whether they could lease off-street parking spaces for use by their volunteers.  He 

highlighted the pros and cons of each option.  Discussion followed. 

 

Steve Reynolds spoke on behalf of the Carousel.  He said they’ve been trying to work with property owners in the 

area regarding lease options but haven’t secured anything.  He said the immediate issue is that ParkWise has been 

issuing tickets to volunteers.  He asked that Council put a hold on issuing tickets until the parking issues are 

resolved.  He stated that the Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) set things into motion in wanting the 

Carousel to serve as the anchor for downtown.  The Carousel is now open for business, and there are now problems 

that need to be addressed.   

 

Lise Grato, Albany Downtown Association Executive Director, explained that if the spaces are leased parking, the 

Carousel can use them as they see fit.  ParkWise would not monitor them unless it is in response to a complaint from 

the Carousel of someone illegally parked in their leased spaces.  If the spaces are designated as “3-hour customer or 

employee permit parking,” then anyone in the downtown area with an employee permit could use the spaces.  The 

Carousel would also have to work out the logistics of getting the placards to the various volunteers.  Grato feels that 

the permit parking may not solve the Carousel’s parking problems at all.   

 

Kellum suggested that volunteers could park in some of the larger parking lots in town and ride the bus downtown.  

He stated that Betsy Penson with Heritage Mall mentioned that she would be willing to allow volunteers to park at 

the mall.  The Carousel could change their volunteer shift start and end times to match up with the bus schedule, and 

the Carousel could purchase bus passes for volunteers.  

 

Kopczynski said his perception is that the Post Office employees have historically used the spaces on Calapooia 

Street and First Avenue as though they belong to their organization, forgetting that they are public spaces.  He 

questioned whether the Carousel would have the same parking needs for the long-term, or if this is a short-term 

problem.  Reynolds stated that the Carousel is quickly discovering that volunteer positions will have to evolve into 

paid positions over time; either way, the parking issue remains.  Kellum voiced concern over making special 

accommodations for one group and questioned whether Council would make the same changes for another business 

downtown. 

 

Konopa pointed out that CARA funded the streetscape improvements that are providing an additional 36 spaces 

downtown. She added that leasing parking from Scott Lepman would be a short-term solution since he plans to 

redevelop that property.  Also, she doesn’t see the viability of parking at Heritage Mall and asking volunteers to ride 

the bus downtown.  Konopa believes it is reasonable to designate the 11 new spaces created along Calapooia Street 

for use by the Carousel.  Irish pointed out that while it could be done, there are some limitations in splitting the block 

into multiple designations.  Discussion followed. 

 

Kopczynski asked Reynolds whether the Carousel had expectations of free parking for its volunteers.  Reynolds 

stated that the Carousel is willing to pay for parking; they are just looking for a solution so that their volunteers 

aren’t being ticketed.   

 

Dr. Gary Goby with the Carousel responded to questions from Konopa.  He said they have contacted Scott Lepman 

regarding leased parking, and there are no spaces available.  He also contacted Jim Jordan who owns an office 

complex off of Calapooia Street and was told there is nothing available.  Discussion followed. 

 

Konopa suggested that Council evaluate the parking designations on Second Avenue next to the Post Office as they 

are hardly used.  Grato stated that ParkWise recommends changing the designation immediately to “3-hour customer 

parking.”  Grato stated that 30 minutes is generally not enough time to get through a postal line, so customers avoid 

parking in those spaces for fear of being ticketed.  The change would mean that more Post Office customers use the 

spaces, and they would also be available for customers at Loafers, the Carousel, and the Monteith House.  Konopa 

asked Chad Harrington, Loafers General Manager, whether the change Grato suggested would benefit them, and he 

agreed that it would be beneficial.  Discussion followed. 

 

Kellum suggested that the Post Office be consulted before any changes are made.  He would like the changes to be 

made incrementally.  At this time, he would only support the changes on Calapooia Street.  Kopczynski said he likes 

Grato’s suggestion to change the designation along Second Avenue as it would positively impact Loafers and the 

Carousel.  Coburn said he would probably vote no on the changes at this time.  He would also like the Post Office to 

be consulted before any changes are made so that Council can understand what their needs are.  Grato provided a 

handout with information related to the various parking options downtown (see agenda file). 

 

Council asked staff to bring this item back to the October 23, 2017, Work Session.  In response to a question from 

Grato, Council agreed that ParkWise should continue to enforce the parking restrictions as they are currently written.   
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BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 

 

Kellum suggested that the Council consider participating in some sort of retreat or other training with a third party 

that would help them work on skills for better communication with each other.  Kopczynski, Coburn, and Konopa 

agreed that it would be beneficial.  Troedsson will research training options and report back to Council. 

 

Coburn noted that he will not be present at the October 25, 2017, City Council meeting, but he will be present at the 

October 23, 2017, Work Session.  Konopa suggested that staff bring the resolutions for downtown parking changes 

to the work session so that action could be taken while Coburn is present. 

 

Konopa said she took a tour of the new nondestructive testing facility at Linn Benton Community College.  Kellum 

pointed out that an article written about the facility failed to mention that the funding for it came from the City of 

Albany. 

 

Olsen asked whether the City is generating power at the Vine Street Water Treatment Plant; he noticed that water 

does not appear to be running through the turbine.  Staff noted that item is coming back to Council at a work session 

in November.  

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

Troedsson stated, in response to Olsen’s request to look into the need for a stop sign at Washington Street and 

Seventh Avenue, that the data shows that speeds have slowed and there’s nothing to warrant a stop sign at that 

intersection. 

 

Troedsson noted that the celebration of life event for Katie Nooshazar will be at the Senior Center on Thursday, 

October 12, 2017, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Formalities will be at noon with the rest of the time being drop-in. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:17 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Holly Roten Peter Troedsson 

Administrative Assistant I City Manager 


