
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

7:15 p.m. 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

Approved: May 23, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Girl Scout Troop 20339 led the pledge of allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie 

Johnson, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent: None 
 
PROCLAMATIONS 7:16 p.m. 

 Mental Health Month 

Konopa read the proclamation. Dick Knowles of the Linn County Mental Health Advisory Board declined to 
speak, but handed out information to the Council (see agenda file). 

 Global Love Day 

Konopa read the proclamation. 

SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

Business from the Public 7:21 p.m. 

Lise Grato, Executive Director of the Albany Downtown Association (ADA) said volunteers did a 
street cleanup downtown last weekend, sweeping and picking up leaves in preparation for upcoming 
events. The flower baskets will be hung Sunday, April 29.  There are 114 baskets this year; last year 
there were 65. Grato invited volunteers to meet at Two Rivers Market on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. She 
thanked local Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts for their contributions to the downtown, running concessions 
at summer movies and putting out flags on holidays. 

Barry Hoffman, 1240 11th Avenue SW, said he volunteers at Total Futbol Academy (TFA) Willamette, 
a non-profit soccer club. The club serves about 400 local youth. Hoffman has three daughters on club 
teams. Hoffman said that the Portland Timbers U23 team will play an exhibition game at South Albany 
High School on May 2 at 7:00 p.m. This will be the first ever semi-pro soccer match in Albany. Game 
tickets are $5, and the Timbers will donate the proceeds to local high schools and TFA Willamette. 
Hoffman invited the Council to the game. 

First Reading of Ordinance 7:27 p.m. 

Amending Albany Municipal Code Chapter 17.28, Uniform Fire Code. ORD NO. 5907 

First Reading: City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING ALBANY MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 17.28, UNIFORM FIRE 
CODE. 

MOTION: Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only. 
Councilor Bessie Johnson seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

Second Reading: City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for a second time in title only. 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the Ordinance. Councilor Rich Kellum seconded the motion, 
which passed 6-0. 

Adoption of Resolutions 7:29 p.m. 

Authorizing the Albany Fire Department to enter into mutual aid agreements with other fire 
departments and fire districts for the purpose of providing equipment and personnel when requested 
and available for the protection of life and property; and repealing Resolution No. 2155. 
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Kellum asked if the City of Millersburg has signed the intergovernmental agreement (IGA) in the 
next item. Fire Chief John Bradner said Millersburg has approved the IGA. Once the Council has 
authorized it, Millersburg will sign. 
 
MOTION: Kellum moved to adopt the resolution. Councilor Mike Sykes seconded the motion, 
which passed 6-0, and the resolution was designated Resolution No. 6685. 
 
Authorizing the execution of an intergovernmental agreement with the City of Millersburg to provide 
fire protection and life safety services. 
 
MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution. Kellum seconded the motion, which passed 
6-0, and the resolution was designated Resolution No. 6686. 
 

Adoption of Consent Calendar 7:32 p.m. 
1) Approval of Minutes  

March 14, 2018, City Council Meeting. 
March 26, 2018, City Council Work Session. 

2) Adoption of Resolutions 
a) Accepting and appropriating funds from the Fiscal Year 2017-18 State Hazardous Materials 
Emergency Preparedness Grant on behalf of the Mid-Valley Local Emergency Planning 
Committee.  RES. NO. 6687 
b) Approving a biennial budget.  RES. NO. 6688 
c) Setting dates for public hearings for the purpose of considering a downtown voluntary 
Economic Improvement District.  RES. NO. 6689 
d) Accepting the following right-of-way (ROW) dedications: 

(i) A 4-foot-wide ROW dedication from Ora and Bridget Sheffler as part of ST-18-03, 24th 
& Geary Pedestrian Improvements.  RES. NO. 6690 
(ii) A 10-foot-wide right-of-way dedication from Darrell Dean Lakowske Trust as part of 
SP-22- 
17, Hemp Seed Production Facility.  RES. NO. 6691 
(iii) A 57-foot-wide street and utility ROW over Price Road between Timber-Linn 
Memorial Park and the Albany Municipal Airport. RES. NO. 6692 

3) Recommending to OLCC the approval of a full on-premises sales, commercial establishment, 
change ownership liquor license application for Santiago 2, LLC., dba El Trio Loco Mexican Cuisine, 
located at 2987 Santiam Highway SE. 
4) Annual liquor license renewals. 

Kopczynski asked to have Item 2c pulled from the Consent Calendar. 

MOTION: Kellum moved to approve the Consent Calendar with Item 2c pulled for discussion. Sykes 
seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

Kopczynski asked how much revenue the Economic Improvement District (EID) generates. Grato said 
annually about $430,000. Kopczynski asked what “considerable” staff time means. Finance Director Jeanna 
Yeager explained the staff process to set up the EID, including mapping and determining property values. 

Kellum asked if participation in the District is completely voluntary. Yeager said yes. Property owners can 
request to opt out. Councilor Dick Olsen asked how many do so. Yeager said only a few. She added that the 
maximum assessment for all properties of any one owner is $750. 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution. Kellum seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

Appointments 7:37 p.m. 
Appointments to the Hospital Facility Authority. 

Konopa reminded the Council of their earlier discussions of this item. She said the Council needs to 
make two appointments to the Authority. Councilors Bill Coburn and Olsen volunteered. 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve the appointments. Kellum seconded the motion, which 
passed 6-0. 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 7:39 p.m. 

Johnson said she received an email about Republic Services’ rate increase. People think Republic should give 
more background for the rate hike. Johnson said she thinks Republic should have done some public outreach. 
People don’t just go to a website to see if there will be an increase. 

Kellum said he thinks that, with the smaller volume of recycling, Republic could save themselves some money 
by picking up once a month instead of weekly. 
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Konopa mentioned the groundbreaking for the new Meadow Ridge school. She said it’s a beautiful setting, and 
it was a nice event. 

Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine reminded the Council that they 
wished to make a decision on the Lochner Road sidewalk tonight. He said it’s financially complicated, but the 
three options are: 

Option 1 – Do not include sidewalk on the north and east side of Lochner as part of the planned 
improvement project. 

Option 2 – Include the sidewalk and do not contribute any more City funds to the project. 

Option 3 – Include the sidewalk and contribute more City funds to the project to cover 
anticipated costs. 

Kellum said he thinks that building a sidewalk next to railroad tracks is not a good idea. He likes Option 1. 

Sykes said in about 1990 Linn County gave a bunch of roads to the City with $2.3 million for upgrading them. 
He asked if that money is still available. He said with the PepsiCo project, the county gave the City $1.3 million 
for Ellingson and Lochner. Is that money still available? 

Konopa said the road transfer funds in the 1990s were intended first for Oak and Marion streets. The Marion 
Street reconstruction was contentions and used most of those funds. Some was also used for Oak Street and 
then for the Ellingson shoulder widening, and a complete overlay on Lochner. 

Kopczynski said based on the discussion, he thinks a sidewalk is better than a crosswalk, and we can use SDC 
funds. 

Coburn said he agrees with Kellum. We have street standards and sidewalk standards, but perhaps they don’t 
take into account unusual or extenuating circumstances. If we don’t build this piece of sidewalk, why build 
sidewalk right around the corner? 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve Option 3. Olsen seconded the motion. The motion failed 2-4, with 
Johnson, Sykes, Kellum, and Coburn voting no. 

MOTION: Kellum moved to approve Option 1. Coburn seconded the motion, which passed 4-2, with 
Kopczynski and Olsen voting no. 

NEXT MEETING DATES 

Monday, May 7, 2018; 4:00 p.m. work session 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018; 7:15 p.m. meeting 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse     Peter Troedsson 
Deputy City Clerk    City Manager 
 
 

Note: Handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Meeting Handouts” column. 

 


