
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, September 26, 2018 

Regular Meeting 

Council Chambers, City Hall 

Approved: November 7, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Konopa led the pledge of allegiance.  

 
ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie 

Johnson, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent:  None 
 
SCHEDULED BUSINESS 
 

Public Hearing: Albany Transit System Fare Increase 
 
OPEN: Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:16 p.m. 
 
Public Works Operations Director Chris Bailey said that in May 2018, the City Council directed a 50-cent 
increase in regular transit fares and a proportionate increase in discounted fares. Fare increases affect the 
transit system by decreasing ridership, especially in the Albany Transit System (ATS), where riders are 
mostly low-income to very low-income. Ridership usually rebounds after a year or so. Albany Transit 
estimates that the increases in the proposed resolution would bring in about $6,000 in the current fiscal 
year, and as much as $14,000 in the next. 
 
HB 2017 this year created a new funding source for public transit, the State Transportation Improvement 
Fund (STIF). The City will need to apply to Linn and Benton counties for a share of the money. The state’s 
goals for STIF funds are to expand or improve transit performance and improve access to transit for low-
income families and students. Albany Transit feels it’s counterproductive to raise fares now and then apply 
for STIF funding. Transit is asking the Council to consider the fare increase carefully and give direction to 
staff. 
 
Councilor Rich Kellum said this was discussed at the Linn County Board of Commissioners meeting on 
Tuesday the 25th. He recommends putting off approval of the resolution for a week, so he can ask the 
county for input. 
 
No members of the public wished to speak. 
 
CONTINUED: Konopa continued the public hearing to the next Council meeting, on Wednesday, 
October 10, 2018. 

 
Public Hearing: Authorizing the Sale of City-owned Surplus Property Described as Linn County Assessor’s 
Map No. 11S-04W-24 

 
OPEN: Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:23 p.m. 
 
City Manager pro tem Ed Hodney said the surplus property is in two parcels. It was received as part of a 
larger land donation in 2013. Part of the larger donation sold in 2016. The two remaining parcels can’t be 
developed. Staff is asking the Council to approve sale of the parcels, which would then be incorporated 
into the properties to the north. 
 
Hodney said the proposed sale was advertised per state law and staff received no comments. 
 
Konopa asked if anyone in the audience wished to speak. No one did. 
 
CLOSE: Konopa closed the public hearing at 7:27 p.m. 
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MOTION: Councilor Ray Kopczynski moved to authorize the City Manager to execute the deed and 
related documents. Councilor Bessie Johnson seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

 
Public Hearing Authorizing the Sale of City-owned Surplus Real Property Located at 222 Third Avenue SE; 
Linn County Map and Tax Lot No. 11S-03W-06CD-03200 
 

OPEN: Konopa opened the public hearing at 7:28 p.m. 
 
Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry handed out copies of a sale agreement (see agenda file). He 
said the Council knows this property as the Labor Temple. It was foreclosed to the Albany Revitalization 
Agency (ARA) three years ago. The ARA authorized sale and received an appraisal and a full-price offer. 
It was discovered that during the foreclosure process the property was listed as being owned by the City of 
Albany, not by the ARA. Staff is asking the City Council to honor the pending offer. 
 
Sherry said the sale was publicly noticed per the law, and no comments were received. 
 
Konopa asked if anyone in the audience wished to comment. No one did. 
 
CLOSE: Konopa closed the public hearing at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Kellum asked if there are any potential legal problems with the City receiving the proceeds of the sale and 
then turning them over to the ARA. Kidd said no. When the ARA filed foreclosure, the property owners 
executed a deed of foreclosure on their own, deeding the property to the City. It was their error.  
 
MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve transfer of the title to the property. Kellum seconded the 
motion, which passed 6-0. 

 
Business from the Public 7:31 p.m. 

 
Sharon Gisler, 728 10th Avenue SW, Albany, said that in March, when the Council passed the ordinance 
creating the Enhanced Law Enforcement Area (ELEA), there was discussion of reviewing the ordinance in 
six months. She asked if there is a plan to review the ELEA. 
 
Kidd said enforcing the ordinance requires a person to be convicted of three violations. So far, only a handful 
of people have been cited inside the area and their cases are going through the court. Staff is discussing 
modifying the ordinance and will probably review it toward the end of the year. 
 

Adoption of Consent Calendar 7:33 p.m. 
 

1 )  Approval of Minutes  

a )  August 20, 2018, City Council Work Session. 

b )  August 22, 2018, City Council Meeting. 

2 )  Adoption of Resolutions  

a )  Correcting an error in a Transportation System Development Charge resolution. 

 RES. NO. 6741 

b )  Accepting an easement for the installation and maintenance of a water service line and meter for 

the Department of Energy. RES. NO. 6742 

c )  Awarding a contract for water quality analysis and courier services to Edge Analytical, Inc.

 RES. NO. 6743 

 
MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the Consent Calendar as presented. Johnson seconded the motion, 
which passed 6-0. 
 

Request to authorize an additional 1.0 FTE Transportation Assistant position in the Paratransit program. 
 
Bailey said the AFSCME union contract contains a provision that if a part-time employee works more than 
half time for three years, Council must be asked to authorize a regular position. Paratransit has a part-time 
employee who has worked almost three-quarter time for three years, so Transit is asking for a full-time 
position in paratransit. They considered creating a .75 FTE (full-time-equivalent) position, but there is 
increasing demand for the work, and a three-quarter FTE employee receives the same medical benefits as 
a full-time employee. The expanded position is funded in this year’s budget, and it is grant-reimbursable. 
 
Kopczynski moved to authorize the position. Johnson seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 
 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
Johnson said it’s nice to have the downtown streets finished. She hopes people are pleased. 
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Kellum said he’s heard complaints about trucks and construction noise at Clover Ridge Road and Trinity 
Street. Konopa said she had heard from the same complainant. Public Works Engineering and Community 
Development Director Jeff Blaine has also heard several times from the same person. Blaine has talked to 
the contractor and property owner several times, and he can do so again. Kellum said he understands that 
construction can be annoying, but he wants to know that the contractor is following the rules. 
 
Kellum said he understands staff is sometimes giving the Mayor rides to places she needs to be, while she is 
recovering from injuries and unable to drive herself. He thinks it could give the appearance of impropriety. 
 
Konopa said some staff members have given her rides to City meetings in their personal vehicles. It’s been 
very challenging to get where she needs to go for several months since she was injured. 
 
Management Assistant/Communications Officer Marilyn Smith said she has volunteered to give Konopa 
rides because it’s convenient for her. She does not receive mileage reimbursement. 
 
Kopczynski said he’s saddened to hear that Planning Manager Bob Richardson will be leaving the City. He 
leaves big shoes to fill. Kopczynski hopes the City is already working to get a qualified candidate. 
 
Konopa reminded the Council that the League of Oregon Cities (LOC) conference starts tomorrow in 
Eugene. The Council discussed who would be attending and when. 
 
Councilor Dick Olsen said he would volunteer to give Konopa a ride anywhere she needs to go. 
 

RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION OR LITIGATION 
LIKELY TO BE FILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORS 192.660(2)(e).   7:50 p.m. 
 
RECONVENE 8:05 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATES:      Wednesday, October 10, 2018; 7:15 p.m. Meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse     Ed Hodney 
Deputy City Clerk    City Manager pro tem 
 
 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 

 


