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CITY OF ALBANY 

PLANNING COMMISSION AND CITY COUNCIL 

JOINT WORK SESSION 

Council Chambers 

Monday, April 23, 2018 

5:30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Mayor Konopa led the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

ROLL CALL 

Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa, Dick Olsen, Mike Sykes, Rich Kellum, Bessie Johnson, Ray 

Kopczynski 

Councilors absent Bill Coburn 

Commissioners present: Larry Tomlin, Dala Rouse, Roger Phillips, JoAnn Miller, Cordell Post, Sue Goodman 

Commissioners absent: Diane Hunsaker, Michael Koos, Daniel Sullivan 

Staff Present: Bob Richardson, Planning Manager; Edie O’Neil, Administrative Assistant I; Kris Schendell, 

Code Compliance Officer; Marilyn Smith, Management Assistant/Public Information Officer; 

Jeff Blaine, P.E., Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director; Jorge 

Salinas, IT Director and Assistant City Manager 

Others Present:  Jessica Henson, Deputy City Attorney; Sean Kidd, City Attorney; Cathy Corliss, Angelo 

Planning Group; Lise Grato, Albany Downtown Association 

PUBLIC COMMENT None 

SIGN CODE AUDIT PRESENTATION 5:30 p.m. 

Bob Richardson, planning manager, gave a brief introduction about the Sign Code Audit.  Cathy Corliss, Angelo Planning 

Group, stated a new project goal was to improve clarity and readability.  She explained what regulations were acceptable as 

content-neutral and talked about the current purpose statement.  Kopczynski pointed out that “obscene” is subjective.  Kris 

Schendell, Code Compliance Officer, stated there is an Oregon Revised Statute that defines this.  Discussion regarding 

“moral judgement” ensued.  Blaine explained why the language was left in.  Hensen read the ORS definition and explained 

it.  Council and the Commission discussed this.  Konopa stated that knowing the legal definition would be good to lean on 

if necessary in the future.  Corliss offered to reference the ORS in the revised Code. Rouse wanted to know why roof signs 

were not allowed.  Corliss offered to investigate the issue.  Richardson cautioned about removing things already in the code 

when they do not know why it was put there to begin with.  Corliss suggested regulating them as a percentage of the roof.  

Kellum opposed the prohibition of bare bulbs.  Richardson stated this could cause glare with drivers.  Corliss offered to 

develop language to address bulb brightness.  Schendell stated he has a tool to test his.  Konopa asked staff to come up with 

suggested language addressing this and compare it with other city codes.  Blaine pointed out the original scope of the project 

did not include rewriting the entire sign code.  It was meant to focus on the content neutrality and improve clarity and 

readability.   
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Corliss explained signs attached to vehicles, stating that temporary signs are okay if the vehicle is parked temporarily.  

Schendell pointed out that wraps do not count as temporary signs.  Richardson suggested adding in that wraps and magnets 

are not considered temporary.  Types of temporary signs were discussed.  Konopa asked if bumper stickers were considered 

temporary signs. Schendell replied that they were not.   

Exemptions 6:42 

Corliss explained that content could not be regulated in the Code.  Tomlin asked about window sign regulations.  Schendell 

explained this was a safety issue for the police department.  Discussion about window coverage commenced.  Richardson 

explained the intent of the code in this matter.  Corliss pointed out that this may need more public input for changes not 

addressing the original scope of the project.  Konopa expressed that it was more inviting to be able to see in the windows 

of a store.  Discussion about exemptions ensued.  Richardson explained the current sign registration process.   

Permanent Signs 7:09 

Corliss explained what was changed for permanent, non-exempt signs.  Konopa asked clarification about the allowed 

amount of sign area by zone.  The number of signs allowed in various areas was discussed.   

Corliss asked if they were ready for the requested changes to be brought to public hearing. Everyone agreed to this.  

Richardson told them planned hearing dates.   

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business, Konopa adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

 

  

 

Edie O’Neil Bob Richardson 

Administrative Assistant I Planning Manager 


