
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 

Monday, July 9, 2018 

4:00 p.m. 

Municipal Court Room, City Hall 

Approved: August 8, 2018 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, 

Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent: None 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  4:01 p.m. 
 
Chuck Kratsch, 1720 NW Ferguson Drive, submitted a petition with 39 signatures (see agenda file). The 
petition states that three “save lots” in the Springhill Estates subdivision should be preserved and that no 
building permits should be considered for these lots which, according to Benton County records, are to be 
restricted from development until a sewer collection system is developed in the subdivision. 
 
Mark Patrzik, 175 NW Merrill Place, said he moved to Springhill Estates about a year ago and the owner of 
Lot 8 has approached him multiple times asking him to install a sand filter system on his property to replace 
leach fields on the save lot so that lot could be sold. Patrzik asked about jurisdiction and process. 
 
Kratsch and Patrzik provided information about ownership of the save lots, previous attempts by the owner 
of Lot 8 to get approval to build on that site, and Benton County’s finding that the lot is not buildable due to 
the repair area easement. 
 
Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine said that the City would not issue 
a building permit without septic system approval from Benton County. Staff will review the submitted 
information and make a note in the permitting program to ensure that permitting staff is aware of the situation. 
 
Camron Settlemier referred to the discussions about the historic Cumberland Church building. He recently 
visited Walla Walla, Washington, and the downtown there was busy with people eating, shopping, and spending 
money. Walla Walla has done a lot of historic revitalization, including an old car barn that was abandoned for 
many years but has now been rehabbed into a winery. Because the building was not torn down, the right 
business was able to use the building to add to the local economy. He said the Cumberland Church is a historic 
asset. If it is not preserved, future opportunities for someone with vision to save it will be lost. 
 
City Manager Peter Troedsson asked staff to answer  some recent questions about the traffic light at Ellsworth 
Street and Sixth Avenue. Fire Chief John Bradner explained that during the design process for the new station, 
Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) determined that the existing light was inadequate and must 
be removed. The City had three replacement options – blinking lights, a banner with flashing yellow lights, and 
a fully activated signal. The most acceptable option is a fully activated signal. Discussion followed. 
 
CUMBERLAND CHURCH REPORT  4:21 p.m. 
 
Parks & Recreation Director Ed Hodney said that the neighborhood group that previously addressed the 
Council about the Cumberland Church has determined that it is unlikely to establish itself as a legal entity 
capable of buying and owning property. He distributed and reviewed a Statement of Interest in Saving the 
Cumberland Church from Yohn Baldwin of Baldwin General Contracting, Inc. (see agenda file). Baldwin 
expressed interest in the property on which the church sits, as well as in bringing other businesses to a 
rehabilitation project if one moves forward. Hodney suggested that the Council consider directing staff to 
negotiate a purchase agreement with conditions including a fund-raising campaign for the church project.  
 
Councilor Rich Kellum said he does not want to spend City money on this project; he believes that was the 
Council’s previous direction. 
 
Johnson said that moving the building to City-owned property will result in future costs for maintenance and 
operations. She would prefer that the building be sold and moved to a property not owned by the City. 
 
Councilor Bill Coburn said he is not willing to spend money for the project without a better idea of the level 
of community support. He would consider financing the project if that was approved by the voters. He 
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suggested that the need for a community center/senior center space should be evaluated through a larger 
visioning process. 
  
Councilor Ray Kopczynski said he would like to consider using Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) 
funds for the project. He suggested that the request go to the CARA Advisory Board for a recommendation. 
 
Konopa said that the project is eligible for Parks System Development Charges (SDCs), that there is a lack of 
community center space in Albany, and that public facilities require City dollars. 
 
Councilor Dick Olsen said that the CARA urban renewal program was undertaken to upgrade a blighted area 
of town. The City owns the building and the lot where it is proposed to be moved. The urban renewal program 
could be used to move the building, which would allow fundraising for rehabilitation. 
 
Councilor Mike Sykes said that there is no money in the City budget for maintenance and operation of the 
building. He suggested that the neighborhood group form a nonprofit and raise funds to move the building, as 
well as consider a long-term plan for operations and maintenance. 
 
Hodney suggested that the Albany Parks & Recreation Foundation, a private nonprofit entity, could be used as 
a vehicle for a fund-raising campaign. 
 
MOTION: Councilor Bessie Johnson moved to direct staff to explore the possibility of an interested party 
purchasing the building and moving it to a location not on City property. Kellum seconded the motion. 
 
Konopa said that the motion would create a hindrance to having this as a public facility. She noted that the 
Historic Properties work group studied the issue, researched locations, and determined that moving the church 
to the City-owned lot by Hackleman Park was the best option. 
 
Kellum called the question and Sykes seconded. 
 
The motion passed 4-2, with Olsen and Kopczynski voting no. 
 
CITY MANAGER PERFORMANCE EVALUATION  5:06 p.m. 
 
The Council briefly discussed the City Manager performance evaluation and compensation package. Several 
Councilors said it would be more appropriate to hold labor and wage negotiations in an executive session. 
There was general agreement to bring this back in an executive session in two weeks. 
 
LEAGUE OF OREGON CITIES LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 5:24 p.m. 
 
Troedsson explained that cities have been asked to provide input on legislative priorities for the League of 
Oregon Cities’ 2019 legislative agenda. Discussion followed during which staff provided information about 
some of the options the League identified as potential priorities. 
 
Each Councilor submitted their top priorities and staff tallied the results. The top four legislative priorities were 
identified as PERS reform, annexation flexibility, property tax reform, and third-party building inspection. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL  5:40 p.m. 
 
Johnson thanked City Attorney Sean Kidd for his work on a Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) appeal of a 
Linn County decision.  There was brief discussion about the status of the case. 
 
Kellum said he had a good time directing traffic at the River Rhythms concert. 
 
Kopczynski said he took advantage of a Parks & Recreation program on July 4, taking a bus tour to Portland 
for a Willamette Star River Cruise and fireworks show. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT   5:43 p.m. 
 
Troedsson asked the City Attorney to respond to previous Council questions regarding fees for marijuana 
businesses. Kidd explained that the City ordinance, which was developed before state rules on marijuana 
businesses had been fully established, included a reasonable fee to defray the cost of law enforcement. 
Subsequently, state law was passed allowing cities to impose a 3 percent tax on marijuana sales and stating that 
is the only charge that can be assessed specific to a marijuana business. He advised the City to collect the 3 
percent tax but not impose the fee. This will come back to Council in an ordinance. 
 
Troedsson distributed foldable cards which describe the City’s mission and vision. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Teresa Nix     Peter Troedsson 
Recorder     City Manager 
 
 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 

 


