
 

CITY OF ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 

Monday, August 6, 2018 

4:00 p.m. Work Session 

Municipal Courtroom, City Hall 

Approved: September 12, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Councilor Bill Coburn called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Councilors Bill Coburn, Rich Kellum, Bessie Johnson, Ray Kopczynski, Dick Olsen, 

Mike Sykes; and Mayor Sharon Konopa (attended by telephone) 
 
Councilors absent: None 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  4:00 p.m. 
 
None. 
 
RECEIVING THE MAYOR’S VETO OF ORDINANCE NO. 5911 4:01 p.m. 
 
Council was asked to receive the Mayor’s veto of Ordinance No. 5911 - Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Rich Kellum moved to overturn the Mayor’s veto of Ordinance No. 5911. Councilor 
Ray Kopczynski seconded the motion. 
 
In response to questions from Council, Deputy City Attorney Jessica Henson affirmed that five votes are 
needed to overturn the Mayor’s veto. If a vote on the motion is taken and does not pass, the item will come 
back to a public hearing. Council could instead request that staff bring back a revised ordinance which would 
avoid the need for another public hearing.  
 
Brief discussion followed regarding the procedures laid out in City Charter Section 38 Veto. 
 
WITHDRAW THE MOTION: Kellum and Kopczynski withdrew the motion on the floor. 
 
Meeting Recorder Teresa Nix read the message from the Mayor as required by City Charter. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Bessie Johnson moved to overturn the Mayor’s veto. Kellum seconded the motion. 
 
Johnson said the Mayor’s message states that increasing the size allowance for ADUs would open the door for 
increases by future councils; however, future councils will be able to make whatever decisions they choose, and 
she does not think that is an issue. She does not think that parking concerns are pertinent. 
 
Kellum agreed with Johnson, adding that there is no difference in parking concerns created by a large family in 
one house or a smaller family with a one or two-bedroom ADU. He believes the smaller size restriction 
discriminates against small families who want parents or in-laws to live in an ADU on their property.  
 
Councilor Mike Sykes said two elderly parents living in an ADU may need separate bedrooms for health 
reasons, and the size limitation could tear families apart by forcing them to send one parent to a care facility. 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa said she believes that those situations would be few, and that more people would take 
advantage of ADUs to increase their investment by adding a rental house on their lot, which could devalue 
other properties in the neighborhood. She noted that someone could enlarge their home for a family member, 
but it would remain a single-family dwelling, while a detached ADU could become a rental. 
 
Johnson said she does not believe a lot of people will add ADUs, and she sees no problem allowing the extra 
square footage for people who want them on their own property. 
 
VOTE: The motion failed 4-2, with Councilor Dick Olsen and Coburn voting no. 
 
Coburn noted that this will come back to a public hearing; he thinks it may be helpful to hear more from the 
public on this issue.  Olsen agreed; he feels that this was passed quickly by the state and that more discussion 
is needed. 
 
It was agreed that the Mayor will work with staff to develop a revised ordinance for Council consideration.   
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TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT CHARGES FUNDED LIST AMENDMENTS 
 4:22 p.m. 
 
Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish distributed a map of the Somerset Drive extension leading to a new 
subdivision being built by Myles Breadner (see agenda file). He explained that previous decisions on this section 
of road determined that the City would apply for wetlands permits and build the road using $410,000 in System 
Development Charges plus proceeds from selling City property to Breadner. It was later found that it would 
be significantly harder for the City to acquire wetlands permits, and the agreement was changed so Breadner 
would acquire the permits and build the road. Council will be asked to consider an amendment that would 
modify the project cost and SDC funding percentage to allow Breadner SDC credits for all the lots, with the 
City spending the same amount of SDC funding that was envisioned in the original sales agreement.   
 
This item will be on the August 8, 2018, Council meeting agenda.   
 
COUNCIL TABLET OPTIONS AND DEMONSTRATION              4:29 p.m. 
 
Jorge Salinas gave a demonstration on the use of tablets to display, navigate, annotate, and save Council agendas 
and associated information, as well as access email and search the web. The tablets are available in two sizes. 
 
In discussion and in response to questions, Salinas said staff will work with Councilors on an individual basis 
to set up and customize tablets and provide personalized training. Use of the tablets will provide savings in 
staff time and paper. 
 
City Manager Peter Troedsson added that staff understands there will be a learning curve and a transition 
period, and he encouraged Councilors to give the technology a try.  
 
Councilors provided input regarding their preferences. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 4:45 p.m. 
 
Johnson said that the Hill Street improvements are looking pretty good. 
 
Coburn said he recently worked with a constituent to find parking requirements on the City’s website; both he 
and the constituent found that the website was transparent and that the information was easy to find.  
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT 4:48 p.m. 
 
Public Works Engineering & Community Development Director Jeff Blaine distributed and reviewed a map of 
a water line easement in North Albany (see agenda file). A related resolution will be on the August 8, 2018, 
Council meeting agenda.   
 
Blaine distributed a map of the subdivision on Somerset Drive (see agenda file). He advised that Myles Breadner 
is interested in purchasing three additional single-family residential lots from the City. Council agreed that staff 
could begin the formal process to entertain the offer. 
 
Management Assistant/Public Information Officer Marilyn Smith asked that Councilors let her know if they 
are interested in having a police officer accompany them on National Night Out on August 7, 2018.   
 
RECESS TO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS LITIGATION LIKELY TO BE FILED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ORS 192.660(2)(h) 
 
The meeting recessed to Executive Session at 4:55 p.m. 
 
RECONVENE 
 
The meeting reconvened at 5:49 p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Teresa Nix     Peter Troedsson 
Recorder     City Manager 
 

Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 


