
 
ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, August 28, 2019 
Council Chambers, City Hall 

Approved: September 25, 2019 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Konopa led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie 

Johnson, Alex Johnson II, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent:  None 
 
PROCLAMATION 
 

September 11, A Day to Remember 
 

The Mayor read the proclamation. 
 
David Solomon, Commander of American Legion Post 10, spoke about the commemoration ceremony, 
which will start at 8:46 a.m. on September 11. 

 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 7:20 p.m. 

 
Konopa said a lot of people want to speak and asked speakers to be concise and not to repeat opinions 
already stated. 
 
Jaya Conser-Lapham and Valentina Soares, of the Linn Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee, spoke about 
Festival Latino, to be held in Monteith Riverpark on September 15. 
 
Daniel Dietz, 2818 NW Orchard Heights, is a member of First Christian Church. He asked the council to 
appoint a panel of community members to resolve the portable toilet issue. 
 
Ethel Ellingson, 635  14th Avenue SW, also a church member, read a statement (see agenda file). 
 
John Byrne, 705 Sixth Avenue SW, is a member of the public library foundation. He gave a handout to the 
council (see agenda file). He said in 1993, an implied commitment was made: the community would support 
the Carnegie library, and the City would keep the library open. Byrne said the community has done its part. 
Closing the library would be a breach of faith by the City. 
 
Rene Pearsall, 1525 Maple Street SW, said his son ran away from the Oregon Youth Authority (OYA) facility 
and some Albany residents are keeping him hidden. He said information is not being shared among the 
authorities. He wants a group set up to set standards that will keep people from harboring runaways. 
Councilor Alex Johnson II asked Pearsall to email him. He said he knows someone at the OYA. 
 
Jennifer Stuart, 1088 Front Avenue NE, read a letter to the council about the Carnegie library. (She didn’t 
give a copy to the clerk for the record.) 
 
Lise Grato, 220 Seventh Avenue SW, said the Albany Community Pool’s safety program serves the 
community from tots to seniors. She wants the City to continue to support the pool. 
 
Monica Weber, 210 Fulton Street SE, read a statement in support of the pool (see agenda file). 
 
Karen Day, 1645 Sherman Street SE, said she would rather have a rate increase for the pool than have it cut 
from the budget. 
 
Maura Wilson, 624 Broadalbin Street SW, said the council needs to have a sustainable, equitable plan to 
increase revenue. 
 
Marilyn Gryte, 336 Seventh Avenue SW, spoke in support of the Carnegie library. Part of a healthy downtown 
is tending to the neighborhoods that surround it. 
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Bennet, no address given, said she is six years old. She wants the pool to stay open because she swims there 
and makes friends. 
 
Hannah, no address given, said she is six years old. She wants the pool to stay open because she’s on the 
swim team and wants to make friends. 
 
Alexis Rist, 310 NW Green Acres Lane, asked what would happen to the spaces if the pool and library were 
closed. Konopa said that hasn’t been discussed, because no decision has been made. Rist asked, if they were 
closed, would the money saved help the City get out of the red? Konopa said making the cuts would allow 
the money to be used to help fund other services. 
 
Vicki Jones, 1187 NW 21st Avenue, said we need to keep our kids busy now to prevent future crime. 
 
Eric Rau, 721 Fifth Avenue SW, said his family values City services and the community feeling of downtown 
Albany. 
 

REVENUE ENHANCEMENT AND COST CONTAINMENT REVIEW 
This item was moved up the agenda. 
 
City Manager Peter Troedsson introduced a table with revenue enhancement and cost containment proposals 
ranked by the councilors. 
 
Finance Director Jeanna Yeager said the preliminary estimate for the next biennium shows a deficit of about 
$11 million. A lot of that is due to personnel costs, which keep going up.  
 
Troedsson gave some information about each item in the table. He asked if the list could stand as a work list, 
or if the council would like to modify it 
 
Salinas demonstrated the Balancing Act web program. As soon as the council decides which options to 
explore, the app will be updated to include them. 
 
Coburn said he is in favor of using a GO bond for repairs to the worst streets; increasing the public safety 
levy to fund the four frozen police positions; and a imposing a utility fee for street maintenance. He wants to 
keep funding for the pool and the library and backfill the general fund with the increased levy. 
 
Johnson II spoke in favor of a sugar tax. It’s fair and it could generate a lot of money. 
 
Konopa said some of the items on the list would need to go to the voters, and that would take time. What 
can we do short-term? She suggested asking staff for implementation timing on each item, and a list of pros 
and cons for each. 
 
Troedsson asked if the council wanted to reconsider their earlier commitment to use the police station sale 
proceeds for debt service. The council said no. 
 
Councilor Rich Kellum asked staff to provide information on fees for the pool and the library. How much 
of the costs do they cover? 
 
Councilor Bessie Johnson had asked about possible sale of City-owned properties. A map was on the dais 
for the councilors (see agenda file). The council discussed the idea of selling off property and concluded that 
most of the property the City isn’t using is not saleable. 
 
The council recessed at 9:10 p.m. for a break. 
 
The council reconvened at 9:19 p.m. 
 

USE AND PLACEMENT OF PORTABLE TOILETS. 9:20 p.m. 
This item was moved up the agenda. 
 
Management Assistant/Communications Officer Marilyn Smith said the City is cautious about allowing 
portable toilets on public property because of a documented history of abuse. The council can allow portable 
toilets under Title 9 of the Albany Municipal Code (AMC), through a waste non-connection permit. 
 
City Attorney Sean Kidd said council decisions based on the existing Code language would be subjective, and 
denial of a case similar to this one could result in a selective enforcement lawsuit. Discussion followed. 
 
Smith said if the council chooses to grant permits, the toilets provided should be ADA-compliant. The 
council discussed this. Most portable toilets currently placed in Albany are not ADA-compliant. Kidd said 
he would look into it. 
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MOTION: Coburn moved to not act on the issue. Johnson seconded the motion. 
Discussion followed. 
 
WITHDRAWAL: Coburn withdrew his motion, and Johnson agreed. 
 
The council asked staff to prepare a permit application form. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT 10:00 p.m. 

 
Authorizing the mayor to execute an agreement with the Oregon Department of Transportation for 
construction of safety improvements. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to approve execution of the agreement. Coburn seconded the motion, which 
passed 6-0. 

 
ADOPTION OF CONSENT CALENDAR 10:03 p.m. 
 

a. Appointing Eric Aguinaga to the Planning Commission. 
b. Approval of Minutes 

1 )  July 8, 2019, City Council Work Session. 
c. Approving the proposed council meeting schedule for November and December 2019. 
d. Authorizing renewal of the Albany Community Pool lease. 

 
Johnson II asked to have Item 6a removed for discussion. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to adopt the consent calendar with Item 6a removed for discussion. Coburn 
seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 
 
Johnson II said he has reservations about Aguinaga. 
 
The council postponed the appointment to a future meeting. 
 

STAFF REPORTS 10:10 p.m. 
 

Appointing League of Oregon Cities voting delegate. 
 
MOTION: Councilor Dick Olsen moved to appoint Konopa as voting delegate. Johnson II seconded the 
motion. Olsen amended his motion to also appoint Troedsson as alternate. Johnson II accepted the 
amendment. The amended motion passed 6-0. 
 

Use and placement of portable toilets. 
This item was moved up the agenda. 
 

Revenue enhancement and cost containment review. 
This item was moved up the agenda. 
 

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 10:12 p.m. 
 
The council discussed use of the library by partisan groups. 
 
Troedsson commended Parks & Recreation Director Kim Lyddane and staff for the Art and Air Festival. 
 

NEXT MEETING DATES 
Monday, September 9, 2019; 4:00 p.m. work session 
Wednesday, September 11, 2019; 7:15 p.m. regular meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse     Peter Troedsson 
Deputy City Clerk    City Manager 
 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 
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