
 
ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES 
Monday, September 23, 2019 

Work Session 
Council Chambers, City Hall 
Approved: October 23, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie 

Johnson, Alex Johnson II, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 

 
Councilors absent:  None 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 4:00 p.m. 
 
None. 
 
OCWCOG PROGRAM UPDATE 4:00 p.m. 
 
Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments (OCWCOG) Executive Director Fred Abousleman and 
Deputy Executive Director Rachel Maddock-Hughes presented an update on OCWCOG programs. 
Discussion followed regarding the organization’s programs and activities. 
 
Abousleman invited councilors to attend Celebrate LBL, on October 24, 2019, at the Albany Historic Carousel 
& Museum. Additional information will be forthcoming. 
 
OPAL COURT PARKING RESTRICTIONS                 4:21 p.m. 
  
Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish distributed a map (see agenda file) and reviewed previous council 
discussions. Recently, staff met with property owners along Opal Court, and there appeared to be consensus 
to eliminate the two-hour parking restriction but retain the truck parking restriction. This change could be 
implemented through a council resolution. 
 
Irish reviewed options for addressing concerns from the hotel management regarding a lack of truck parking 
in the area. The council discussed restoring the ability for trucks to park on City-owned property and directed 
staff to bring a license to occupy agreement to a future meeting. 
 
QUEEN AVENUE RAILROAD CROSSING 4:34 p.m. 
 
Irish provided a brief update on the Queen Avenue railroad crossing project, which is expected to begin 
construction in 2022.  
 
Irish explained the process the City could use to apply for quiet zone improvements at the crossing. The City 
would be responsible for the costs; however, if done in conjunction with the railroad crossing improvements, 
the costs would be minimal. The railroad would continue to use horns during switching movements. 
 
The council agreed to postpone application for improvements until the railroad crossing improvements have 
been completed. 
 
PARKING RESTRICTIONS, 11TH AVENUE AND MONTGOMERY STREET SE 4:50 p.m. 
 
Development Services Manager Matthew Ruettgers and Code Compliance Officer Kris Schendel distributed a 
map of potential parking restrictions, and an email from the transportation supervisor of Greater Albany Public 
Schools (see agenda file). All business owners in the area support parking restrictions to address an exponential 
increase in offenses including drug activity, camping, and property crimes. Options include posting the area for 
no overnight parking, having limited parking hours during the day, and instituting a permit system. 
 
Nick Borchers, manager at Gerber Collision & Glass, said there are increasing issues with drugs and other illegal 
activity in the area, as well as safety issues with customers being made to feel uncomfortable. He expressed 
appreciation for anything that can be done to address these issues.  
 
The council briefly discussed posting the area for no overnight parking, as well as a permitting system for 
employees, and directed staff to bring back a workable solution for further consideration. 
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BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL 5:12 p.m. 
 
None. 
 
CITY MANAGER REPORT 
 
Troedsson shared that the League of Oregon Cities will meet at the end of the week.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:13 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,    Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Teresa Nix     Peter Troedsson 
Recorder     City Manager 
 
 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” column. 
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