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MINUTES 
Wednesday, September 9, 2020 

Regular Session 
REMOTE 

Approved: October 28, 2020 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Sharon Konopa called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. The mayor led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Sharon Konopa and Councilors Rich Kellum, Bill Coburn, Bessie Johnson, 

Alex Johnson II, Dick Olsen, and Mike Sykes 
 
Councilors absent: None. 
 

Wildfires Update 
Fire Chief Shane Wooton gave an update on the wildfires.  Fourteen fires are being tracked, not 
counting new ones today. The state will be requesting resources from other states. Albany is not 
under an immediate threat, although things can change quickly. Community members should sign up 
for Linn-Benton Alert (see agenda file).  The Linn County website has evacuation maps (see agenda 
file). Wooton explained how reimbursements work for conflagration support.  
 
Wooton described current evacuation efforts and explained Ready, Set, Go (see agenda file). Albany 
Fire Department (AFD) has been active on social media (see agenda file). (Devastation and fatalities 
have resulted from these fires). 
 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Albany Development Code amendment package, DC-02-20.  
b. Amending Albany Municipal Code (AMC), Chapter 7.98, Tree Regulations.   

 
OPEN: Konopa opened the public hearings at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Konopa read the mayor’s script. 
 
There was a signup sheet for DC-02-20 (see agenda file) and a signup sheet for AMC Chapter 7.98 
(see agenda file). No one had signed up to speak for either hearing. 
 
Public Works Engineering and Community Development Director Jeff Blaine said Angelo Planning 
Group is available for questions. Blaine gave a PowerPoint presentation (see agenda file).  
Blaine discussed the goals and timeline of the code amendment project.  There were several task 
force meetings, joint meetings, and open houses to discuss these amendments.   
 
Blaine described potential future work efforts that were identified by the task force and staff.  
 
 A letter from Dan Watson, K & D Engineering, was submitted for the record (see agenda file). 
Blaine noted Watson’s observations for the council. Some were already identified by the task 
force and staff. In the coming months staff will come back to the council and ask for another 
prioritization process for future code issues. Blaine said a lot of work went into this, including 
compromise, discussion, and general consensus. The amendments were available for more than a 
month before the public hearing tonight. Evaluating the code is an ongoing process.  
Planning Manager David Martineau thanked Catherine Corliss and Kate Rogers with Angelo 
Planning. Martineau said this is a Type IV Legislative process. Staff recommends that these 
amendments become effective January 1, 2021. 
 
Martineau said there was substantial focus on Articles 1 and 8, less focus on Articles 2, 3, 4, 5 and 
6, and minimal focus on the remaining articles. He described details of the changes as outlined in 
the PowerPoint and the staff report. 
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He said the proposed amendments provide clearer, more objective standards; increase 
efficiencies with changes to the review processes for certain types of proposals; lead to quicker 
decisions; and improve and maintain flexibility.  
 
Councilor Rich Kellum thanked staff for their approach. The building industry appreciated it.  
 
Councilor Bessie Johnson asked about additional dwelling units (ADUs). Martineau said ADUs will 
be processed on a separate track. Discussion followed.  
 
Councilor Alex Johnson II asked what Watson meant on page 2 of his letter. Blaine said the city 
has different types of review based on what is being proposed and different obligations 
associated with the review types. Watson’s suggestions were that some of the decisions could be 
made at the staff level instead of going through the process. Blaine said Watson has a valid point; 
however, it is outside the scope of this particular project.  
 
Konopa asked if anyone in the audience wished to speak. 
 
Camron Settlemier, 230 7th Avenue, spoke about Goal 5, trees, and historic resources (see agenda 
file).  
 
Konopa noted Settlemier made points connecting to the historical perspective. 
 
Councilor Dick Olsen asked planning staff to comment on Settlemier’s points. Martineau said the 
changes went through the Planning Commission; it is not part of the process to go through the 
Landmarks Commission (LC). Martineau noted this is the first he’s heard of Settlemier’s concerns 
although the information has been published for two months.  
 
There were no procedural questions.  
 
Close:  Konopa closed both of the public hearings at 8:21 p.m.  
 
Albany Development Code amendment package, DC-02-20.  
City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING ORDINANCE No. 4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE, 
BY AMENDING THE ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT AND ADOPTING FINDINGS. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only and Councilor 
Mike Sykes seconded. The motion failed 5-1 with Olsen voting no. A second reading in title only in 
the same meeting requires a unanimous vote of the council. This ordinance will come back to the 
September 23, 2020, council meeting, for a second reading. 
 
Olsen said he voted no because he’d like staff to answer Settlemier’s points. Konopa agreed that 
would be good information. 
 
Amending Albany Municipal Code, Chapter 7.98, Tree Regulations.   
Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ALBANY 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 7, PUBLIC PEACE, MORALS, AND SAFTEY, TO UPDATE TREE REGULATIONS 
FOR CONSISTENCY WITH CURRENT PRACTICES AND THE ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE. 
 
Kellum asked how this would impact driplines for trees that may be close to shared property lines. 
Staff will bring back the information.    
 
The council did not take further action. This ordinance will come back to the September 23, 2020, 
meeting for second reading in title only. 

 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC 8:34 p.m. 
 
N Reener’s liquor license 
 Konopa said Norene Collins wished to speak at this meeting (see agenda file). City Manager Peter 

Troedsson said that at the last meeting, council considered approval of a liquor license for Collins. At 
that meeting, the council’s preference was to wait for the 120-day permit to be obtained because 
OLCC requires the applicant to have a permanent site and lease. The City extended her permit by 30 
days.  

 
Collins was called to speak but was unable to respond due to technical difficulties.    
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Troedsson said one of the options the council had was to make a conditional permit based on getting 
the successful 120-day permit. At the last meeting, the council wanted her to get the permit first. She 
is taking all the steps she needs to get that; Troedsson thinks that is what Collins intended to ask the 
council.  
 
Captain Brad Liles said that as long as she takes the proper steps for the license, the police 
department has no objections to the liquor license approval. 

 
MOTION: Olsen moved to recommend approval of N’Reener’s liquor license application contingent 
upon obtaining a 120-day transient vendor permit, per AMC 5.10.050(2). Johnson II seconded and the 
motion passed 6-0. 
  
Konopa asked if anyone else from the public wished to speak. There were none. 

 
APPROVE CONTRACT INCREASE 

14th and Oak lift station upgrade, SS-19-04.   
 
City Engineer Staci Belcastro said this is for an increase on a contract with Bateson Enterprises. There 
are five similar lift stations the city uses. They are unreliable and difficult to maintain, so we’ve been 
working to replace them. She described the project details. 
 
MOTION: Johnson II moved to approve the contract increase in the amount of $175,960 for SS-19-04. 
Sykes seconded and the motion passed 6-0. 

 
AUTHORIZE CONTRACT SIGNATURES 

Authorize police chief to sign police vehicle lease contracts.   
 
Liles described the process used to lease police vehicles for three and five years. The vendors set all the 
equipment to Albany Police Department standards.  
 
MOTION: Jonson II moved to adopt the resolution and Johnson seconded. The motion passed 6-0 
and was designated Resolution No. 6924. 
 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT CALENDAR  8:47 p.m. 
a. Appointing Paul Aljets to the City Tree Commission.   
b. Approval of minutes 

1 )  July 20, 2020, work session.   
c. Recommendations to OLCC 

1 )  Approve new outlet, winery, liquor license application for Delfino Fine Wines, 3111 
Santiam Highway SE, Suite G.   

2 )  Approve off-premises sales liquor license for 7-11 #21911E, 6190 Pacific Boulevard SW.   
3 )  Annual liquor license renewals.   

 
MOTION: Sykes moved to approve the consent calendar as presented. Kellum seconded and the 
motion passed 6-0. 

 
STAFF REPORTS 

a. Request to approve two reclassifications in the city manager’s office.   
 
MOTION: Sykes moved to approve the request as outlined in the staff report. Johnson seconded 
and the motion passed 6-0. 
 

b. Water Avenue plan discussion.   
 
Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry said he is looking for feedback from the council 
before the Central Albany Revitalization Advisory (CARA) meeting next week. The consultant 
Walker Macy is looking for direction on cost savings. Sherry gave the history of the project. $15 
million has been set aside for this project and there are many construction elements. Sherry is 
seeking feedback on the council’s flexibility in the design. 
 
Sherry screen-shared “Preferred Concept Design – Full Plan (see agenda file) and discussed 
changes that could be made to reduce costs. 
 
Kellum noted that a decision needs to be made about the future of the Senior Center and 
Montieth Park. 
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Councilor Bill Coburn and Johnson said they are willing to be flexible. 
 
Johnson II wants to see a copy of the original plan. He asked how the railroad is involved. Sherry 
said ODOT Rail sometimes helps financially depending on the details; that’s not been ironed out 
yet. Improvements to the rails may not necessarily increase the use of the rails. 
 
Olsen would also like a copy of the plan. He supports scaling back the project.  
 
There was council consensus to have flexibility on the plan going forward.  
  

BUSINESS FROM THE COUNCIL  9:00 p.m. 
 
Konopa asked Belcastro for an update on the odors coming from the new lift station. Belcastro said staff 
has been monitoring odors daily. They think they’ve come up with a solution by adding sealant to the wet 
well pump. They’re hoping to complete that work next week. 
 
Blaine said letters have been sent to the property owners, and staff has offered to provide weekly updates 
until a solution is identified.  
 
Kellum spoke about a newspaper editorial regarding the Human Resources Commission. He disagreed 
with the editorial. 
 
Councilors and staff talked about the impact of the wildfires and how the community is working together 
to help the evacuees. 
 
Troedsson said the city cannot participate in the September 11 memorial services, because our first 
responders and fleet are providing wildfire support.   
 

 EXECUTIVE SESSION in accordance with ORS 192.660 (2)(h) 
 

The council recessed to executive session at 9:22 p.m. 
 
RECONVENE 
 
The council reconvened to regular session at 9:34 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATES 
Monday, September 21, 2020; 4 p.m. work session 
Wednesday, September 23, 2020; 7:15 p.m. regular meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Mary Dibble Peter Troedsson 
City Clerk City Manager 
 

 
Note: Staff handouts referred to in the minutes as (see agenda file) are available on the website in the “Staff Handouts” 
column. 
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