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MINUTES 
Wednesday, May 26, 2021 

Regular Session 
REMOTE 

Approved: July 28, 2021 
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The mayor led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen, Matilda Novak, Stacey 

Bartholomew, Ray Kopczynski, Bessie Johnson, and Marilyn Smith 
 
Councilors absent: None. 
 
Proclamation  

a. LGBTQ Pride Month 
 

Johnson II read the proclamation. 
 
Public Hearings 

a. Supplemental budget for BN 2019-21 – Jeanna Yeager.  
 
OPEN: Johnson II opened the public hearing at 6:04 p.m. 
 
There were no written comments. No one was signed up to speak on the signup sheet*.  
 
CLOSE: Johnson II closed the public hearing at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Councilor Dick Olsen asked, on p. 17, under central services, where the money comes from for those 
supplemental items. Finance Director Jeanna Yeager said they are coming from the 217 fund and are 
being moved in order to better track them. 
 
Councilor Matilda Novak noted the public safety funding. She asked if there was a way to recoup some 
of the costs with funds coming from the state. Yeager described how Code Enforcement was moved 
from the city manager’s office budget to its own program in central services.  
 
Yeager said the police have underspent their levy amount, but we still have to show it in the budget. We 
do this as a proactive move so we have appropriations in place should we need them.  
 
Yeager said Fire Chief Shane Wooton’s staff memo describes overtime costs, some of which were due to 
COVID-19 issues. Novak asked if the state could reimburse the city for overtime costs. Yeager said that 
the city did receive Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act funds that will help pay 
through December 2020. Going forward from January 2021, it’s not clear how much of the overtime 
could be attributed to COVID-19. 
 
Johnson II asked if the city had been compensated by other agencies for their assistance with wildfires. 
Wooton said yes. 
 
Novak is concerned about the number of unexpected retirements in the fire department. Wooton said 
there were six retirements which they did not anticipate. In the next BN they are expecting two. 
 
Novak asked how the previous City of Albany Budget Committee was involved with the supplemental 
budget. Yeager explained that the budget committee approves the biennial budget through a series of 
public meetings. The city council approves supplemental budgets, should they occur, in the two years 
that follow. The budget committee can hold work sessions, but by state law, they are not allowed to 
discuss specifics or deliberate unless there is a budget document before them. They are only allowed to 
talk about general concepts. City Manager Peter Troedsson said state law is very specific about the 
budget committee’s authority. He welcomes budget committee member questions at any time. 
 
MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution and Councilor Marilyn Smith seconded. The 
motion passed 6-0 and was designated Resolution No. 6990. 
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b. Comprehensive plan map and zoning map amendment, CP-01-21/ZC-01-21 – Travis North. 
 6:50 p.m. 
OPEN: Johnson II opened the public hearing at 6:01 p.m. 
 
There were no conflicts of interest, ex parte contacts, site visits, or abstentions.  
 
There was one person signed up to speak.*Johnson II asked if Carol Duncan was in attendance.  

Planner II Travis North shared a PowerPoint presentation.* This is a quasi-judicial, Type IV process. North 
described what the zoning map allows for uses. 
 
Councilor Bessie Johnson said that part of town doesn’t have a gas station so it could be a benefit. It’s a 
large enough area to support that use. Councilor Matilda Novak is in support of a gas station or a 
grocery store. North said a grocery store would be allowed.  
 
North described the surrounding land areas and the statewide planning goals that apply. He said there 
is no new infrastructure, the properties will tap into what is already there. Staff recommends approval of 
the proposed Comprehensive Plan and zoning Map amendments. 
 
Johnson said the South Albany Community Church is across the street; she asked if stop lights would 
help with traffic. Transportation Systems Analyst Ron Irish said the Transportation System Plan (TSP) 
does not identify a stoplight there. The next TSP might consider it.  
 
Laura Laroque, Udell Engineering and Land Survey, represents the property owners. The purpose of the 
comprehensive plan designation is to allow broader scope than could be applied in General 
Commercial. The zoning change would allow more uses, and decrease the types of application review 
processes. It opens up possibilities for both sites.  
 
Johnson II asked if anyone not signed up would like to speak in favor, against, or neutral. 
 
Nicole Schukow stated that she is neutral on the project. A streetlight would be a good idea. 
 
There was no rebuttal. 
 
There were no procedural questions. 
 
CLOSE: Johnson II closed the public hearing at 7:23 p.m. 
 
Olsen noted that he will be voting no, not because he’s not in support, but because the Duncans did not 
testify tonight. 
 
Johnson II read the letter submitted by Duncan into the record. 
 
Novak asked if the gas pumps were definitely going forward. North said that staff recommends council 
not consider what is being proposed as a specific use, rather make a decision based on the full range of 
uses allowed in the zone. The reason for this recommendation is because the  application is proposing a 
change in the zone, not a proposed use. If approved, the applicant may choose from any of the allowed 
uses in the proposed zone. Staff still has to approve the proposed use, which will be done through a site 
plan review application, at which time new notices will be sent out regarding the specific use and 
concerns/comments could be submitted for consideration on that proposed use at that time. 
 
Councilor Marilyn Smith has lived in the area for 41 years; it used to be a supermarket and there was a 
lot more traffic. The auto shop used to be a gas station. So, the use has been more intense in the past 
with the same configuration. 
 
City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 4836, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MAP AND 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY ZONING MAP, BY 
AMENDING THE ALBANY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND ZONING MAP AND ADOPTING FINDINGS FOR 
THE PROPERTIES LOCATED AT LINN COUNTY ASSESSOR’S MAP NO. 11S-03W-17BD, TAX LOT 3101 & 
3200. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only and Smith seconded. 
The motion failed 5-1 with Olsen voting no. This ordinance will come back to the June 9, 2021, council 
meeting for an automatic second reading. 
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Business from the public 7:36 p.m. 
  

The following persons submitted items for the record: 
 

Daniel Dietz, Albany, regarding food carts*. Dietz spoke about fairness of regulations and rent paid by 
brick-and-mortar establishments versus food carts. 
 

The following persons signed up to speak: 
 

Bill Case. Case was not in attendance. 
 
First reading of ordinance and adoption of resolution 7:40 p.m.  

a. Revised mobile food unit code – Kris Schendel.  
 
Code Compliance Officer Kris Schendel said there has not been an increase in people asking about 
starting food carts. The proposed ordinance loosens the restrictions. Food carts would not have to 
resubmit permits unless they move from the property. 
 
Schendel gave a PowerPoint presentation.* He said much of what is in the City’s code is already in state 
regulations. This evens the playing field and is the least expensive option because it should decrease 
staff time. 
 
Johnson asked about lighting, tables, and outdoor seating. Schendel said the code is meant for 
transient food trucks. He explained that that as soon as there are two tables, ADA access and other state 
regulations may apply. If the council wishes to revise the ordinance, they certainly could at a later date.  
 
Smith noted that she is impressed by food truck operators requesting this code amendment and that it 
has the support of other agencies. They wanted the City to do this because it will help them. 
 
Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ALBANY 
MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 5 BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 5.06 TITLED MOBILE FOOD UNITS. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to have the city attorney read the ordinance for a second time in title only. 
Kopczynski seconded and the motion passed 6-0. 
 
Kidd read the ordinance for the second time in title only. 
 
MOTION:  Johnson moved to adopt the ordinance and Kopczynski seconded. The motion passed  6-0 and 
was designated Ordinance No. 5958. 
 

b. Application and permit fees for mobile food units– Kris Schendel  7:53 p.m. 
 
Schendel described what he found in researching the other fees. He said these fees cover one hour for 
permit processing and one hour for code enforcement. 
 
MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the resolution and Smith seconded. The motion passed 6-0 and 
was designated Resolution No. 6991. 
 

Award of contract 
a. Investment advisory services – Jeanna Yeager 

 
Yeager said Government Portfolio Advisors (GPA) was selected through a competitive formal process. 
The City has used them before and are pleased with their services. The City has about $100 million in 
investments. We invest about half in the Local Government Investment Pool (LGIP) through the State of 
Oregon. GPA comes to the council each year to answer questions. Returns on investments are allocated 
out to the city’s programs. 
 
MOTION: Olsen moved to adopt the resolution and Smith seconded. The motion passed 6-0 and was 
designated Resolution No. 6992. 
 

Approval of agreements 
a. IGA for use of prevention trailer – Shane Wooton.  

 
Fire Chief Shane Wooton described the fire prevention trailer and how Albany plans to use it for 
training. 
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b. IGA for automatic aid – Shane Wooton 
 
Wooton said the second IGA is for assistance to Corvallis should they need it while the Van Buren Street 
bridge is under reconstruction. ODOT set a weight limit so it cannot be used by fire trucks. The IGA will 
allow Albany to respond to a structure fire east of the river. 
 
MOTION: Olsen moved to adopt the two IGAs with Corvallis. Smith seconded and the motion passed    
6-0. 
 

Adoption of consent agenda 8:06 p.m. 
a. Approval of minutes 

1) February 15, 2021, special session. 
2) February 16, 2021, special session. 
3) March 8, 2021, work session. 
4) March 22, 2021, work session. 
5) April 28, 2021, meeting. 

b. Annual liquor license renewals. 
c. Accepting funds from GAPS – Kim Lyddane. 

 
MOTION: Kopczynski moved to adopt the consent agenda as presented. Smith seconded and the motion 
passed 6-0. 

 
Staff report 

a. Cost recovery process, Parks & Recreation – Kim Lyddane   
 
Lyddane said parks staff are going through a cost recovery process to determine how fees are 
calculated. Parks is working with a contractor who uses a cohort model, which makes it very affordable. 
 
Lyddane will bring the results to the council. 
 

Business from the council 
 
Johnson said The Banks project broke ground at 595 NW Geary Street. 

 
City manager report 

 
Troedsson said all councilors have been forwarded the concerns about rat problems. He asked Schendel to 
speak to it.  
 
Schendel said that there are about 4-5 complaints each year and none are from the same areas. He visited the 
recycling plants and frozen foods processor, and both have consistent rat-prevention programs. As to the 
assertion that it’s an increasing issue, it is not reflected in call volumes. 
 
The Albany Municipal Code (AMC) has two areas that regulate rodents, so that infestations can be dealt with.  
 
Next Meeting Dates 
Monday, June 7, 2021; 4:00 p.m. work session 
Wednesday, June 9, 2021; 6:00 p.m. regular meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Mary Dibble Peter Troedsson 
City Clerk City Manager  
 
 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. Documents from staff are 
posted to the website after the meeting. Documents submitted by the public are available by emailing cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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