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MINUTES 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

Regular Session 
REMOTE 

Approved: October 27, 2021 

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The mayor led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen, Matilda Novak, Stacey 

Bartholomew, Ray Kopczynski, Bessie Johnson, and Marilyn Smith 
 
Councilors absent: None. 
 
Proclamation 

Fire Prevention Week, October 4-8, 2021 
 
The mayor read the proclamation. 
 

Public hearings 
a. Non-conforming development code updates, DC-01-2021 6:03 p.m. 
 

OPEN: The mayor opened the public hearing at 6:03 p.m. 
 
No councilor declared a conflict of interest. No councilor abstained. The mayor read the rules of 
testimony. 
 
Director of Community Development Matthew Ruettgers showed PowerPoint slides* and described 
the application, which is for Phase III of the 2017 Albany Development Code (ADC) audit. The Planning 
Commission recommends approval of the code changes. 
 
Cathy Corliss, of Angelo Planning Group (APG) further described the project. The goals are to improve 
organization and to clarify regulation of non-conforming uses, along with other small amendments. 
She explained non-conforming lots, non-conforming development, and non-conforming uses. 
 
Planner III Anne Catlin explained the review criteria for amendments to the ADC. 
 
Councilor Ray Kopczynski asked how property owners would receive notice of the proposed 
extensions to the non-conforming use process. Catlin said staff works with anyone who is looking at a 
property. It can be difficult to determine how long a non-conforming use has been in place. 
 
Councilor Bessie Johnson said many historic houses have been cut up into apartments over time. How 
can we expect a buyer to find all the old records? Can’t we just inspect the building as it is now and 
see that it’s safe?  
 
Councilor Marilyn Smith said she has attended all the meetings on the changes and found today’s 
materials very helpful. They represent a big improvement. 
 
CLOSE: Johnson II closed the hearing at 6:40 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Olsen moved to table discussion until January 2022. Johnson seconded the motion, and it 
failed 4-3, with Councilors Bartholomew, Kopczynski, and Smith voting against and Johnson II 
breaking the tie. 
 
City Attorney Sean Kidd read the ordinance for the first time in title only: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 4441, WHICH ADOPTED THE CITY OF ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE, BY 
AMENDING THE ALBANY DEVELOPMENT CODE TEXT AND ADOPTING FINDINGS. 
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MOTION: Smith moved to have the ordinance read a second time in title only. Councilor Bartholomew 
seconded the motion. The motion failed 3-3, with Olsen, Johnson, and Novak voting against. A 
second reading in title only in the same meeting requires a unanimous vote of the council. This item 
will come back to the October 13, 2021, council meeting for an automatic second reading. 
 

b. 2020 CDBG Consolidated Annual Performance Report 
 
OPEN: Johnson II opened the public hearing at 6:47 p.m. 
 
Planner III Anne Catlin showed PowerPoint slides.* She said that in the last fiscal year, the CDBG 
program was able to do almost double the usual number of projects. She described the program’s 
accomplishments and the populations served. She read into the record letters received from DevNW 
and Jackson Street Youth Services. 
 
CLOSE: the mayor closed the hearing at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Catlin said no council action was needed. 
 

c. Open T-Hangar lease rate increase 
 
OPEN: Johnson II opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Transportation Manager Robb Romeo said a cost comparison study of Oregon T-hangar rates shows 
that Albany’s are too low. The average rate is $122 per month; Albany’s are currently $80. The Airport 
Advisory Commission recommends raising the rate to $115 per month. 
 
CLOSE: Johnson II closed the public hearing at 7:05 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Olsen moved to adopt the resolution raising T-hangar rates. Kopczynski seconded the 
motion, which passed 6-0. The resolution was designated Resolution No. 7047. 
 

d. Proposals for purchase of Hazelwood property 
 
OPEN: the mayor opened the public hearing at 7:08 p.m. 
 
Parks & Recreation Director Kim Lyddane described the history of this park property and the public 
outreach for the proposed sale. The Creating Housing Coalition had withdrawn their bid.  
 
Nicole Schukow presented a video explaining why the group of neighbors wants to buy the property. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to sell the Hazelwood property to the Zeller, Pulver, and Schukow families 
for $120,000. Novak seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 
 

e. Appeal of historic review, 420 Third Avenue SE, HI-12-21 
This item was pulled from the agenda, due to a noticing problem. 

 
Business from the Public 7:28 p.m. 

Cody Utzman, the owner of Bodhi Bakery, described problems he is having with code requirements for 
his building. City Manager Peter Troedsson said staff will contact Mr. Utzman about working towards a 
solution. 
 

1. Approval of Agreements 
a. IGA with Linn County for dispatch services 7:50 p.m. 

Fire Chief Shane Wooton said the Linn County Sheriff’s Office has handled dispatch for the City since 
1986 without an agreement. He explained the allocation of costs, and what the service includes. 
 
MOTION: Smith moved to approve the IGA. Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed 6-0 and 
was designated Resolution No. 7048. 
 

b. IGA with Linn County Mental Health 7:55 p.m. 
Police Chief Marcia Harnden said there is no cost to the City associated with this IGA. It’s a partnership 
dating back to 2017.  
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to approve the IGA. Bartholomew seconded the motion, which passed 6-0 
and was designated Resolution No. 7049. 
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c. IGA with OCWCOG for loan administration services 8:00 p.m. 

This item was presented to the council for information at the work session Monday, September 20. 
 
MOTION: Johnson moved to approve the IGA. Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed 6-0 
and was designated Resolution No. 7050. 
 

d. IGA with NACSD to incorporate Dumbeck Water District 8:02 p.m. 
Public Works Director Chris Bailey said the IGA is the last step in the process of absorbing Dumbeck 
district customers. The IGA has already been approved by the Benton County Board of 
Commissioners. 
 
MOTION: Smith moved to approve the IGA. Kopczynski seconded the motion, which passed 6-0, and 
was designated Resolution No. 7051. 
 

Adoption of consent agenda 8:05 p.m. 
a. Approval of minutes 

1) July 14, 2021, meeting. 
2) August 23, 2021, work session. 

b. Adoption of resolutions 
1) Accepting public sidewalk easement, Periwinkle Path RES NO. 7052 
2) Accepting ROW dedication, Grand Prairie Town Homes RES NO. 7053 
3) House Bill 2343 Local Enterprise Zone exemption RES NO. 7054 
 

MOTION: Kopczynski moved to approve the minutes on the consent agenda. Novak seconded the 
motion, and it passed 6-0. Smith moved to adopt the resolutions on the consent agenda as presented. 
Kopczynski seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0. 

 
Business from the Council 8:07 p.m. 

 
Smith asked when staff would report to the council on possible changes to the citizen’s advisory groups.  
 
Bartholomew thanked Troedsson and Library Director Eric Ikenouye for working with C. Jefferey Evans on 
his concerns. 
 

City Manager Report 
 
Troedsson reported that he and Emergency Manager/Safety Officer Chuck Perino have met with Helping 
Hands and others to look for solutions to the growing number of covid cases in the shelter. They may ask 
the council for the use of land and some funds. 
 
Troedsson said the citizen advisory groups were on the projected agenda, but he would like to table the 
discussion for several reasons, including staff workload and possible climate legislation at the state level 
that would require new advisory committees.  
 

Next Meeting Dates 
Monday, October 11, 2021; 4:00 p.m. work session 
Monday, October 11, 2021; 5:15 p.m. joint meeting with planning commission 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021; 6:00 p.m. regular meeting 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:14 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Allison Liesse Peter Troedsson 
City Clerk City Manager  
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. Documents from staff 
are posted to the website after the meeting. Documents submitted by the public are available by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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