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Hybrid Format 
 

  Approved: September 8, 2021 

Call to Order 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen, Matilda Novak, Stacey 

Bartholomew, Bessie Johnson, and Marilyn Smith 
 
Councilors absent: Ray Kopczynski was excused 

 
Business from the Public 4:01 p.m. 

 
None. 

 
AMC 2.66.070, Personal Services Contracts amendment 4:02 p.m. 

 
Finance Director Jeanna Yeager said the proposed ordinance would amend the personal services 
contract language to better align with other personnel services procurement at the City. 
 
Responding to a question from Councilor Dick Olsen about the cost of the current contract, Yeager 
will collect that information and provide it at the July 28, 2021, meeting. The expectation is that a new 
contract will cost about $100,000 a year. 
 

Housing affordability project 4:10 p.m. 
 
Community Development Director Matthew Ruettgers presented the staff report. He said that if the 
city receives a grant, the proposed Housing Implementation Plan would take 12-18 months to 
complete. The task force would engage the public and stakeholders, rather than producing a specific 
answer. 
 
Smith said she supports the task force as proposed. She asked about “partner organizations” 
referenced in the staff report. Ruettgers said they include organizations like Habitat for Humanity, the 
Community Services Consortium, and the Linn-Benton Housing Authority. 
 
Responding to questions from Councilor Matilda Novak, Ruettgers and Planner III Anne Catlin said 
the housing affordability project will not halt the effects of HB 2001. It will be driven by public input, 
and will involve more than changes to the development code. 
 
Councilors supported the task force framework. Ruettgers said that staff will come back with 
recommendations for task force positions for the council to consider. Johnson recommended that 
someone from the Home Builders Association be considered for a partner organization position. 
 

American Rescue Plan Act funds evaluation 4:46 p.m. 
 
Troedsson presented slides* with potential projects for ARPA funds and staff’s recommendations. 
 
Novak said she was saddened that project 9, forgivable loans to businesses, was not included in staff 
recommendations. Troedsson said that staff gave it a lower priority because there have been multiple 
separate programs aimed at aiding businesses.  
 
Responding to questions from Bartholomew about project 5, Public Works Director Chris Bailey said 
the AM-WTP membrane modules are failing out of cycle, causing a large, unanticipated expenditure. 
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Bailey also detailed project 3, generator for raw water pump station, project 4, composting capacity 
improvements, and project 10, Cox Creek interceptor. 
 
Johnson said the projects the council chooses should have a practical effect on improving the city in 
the long run. She said that project 4 would save the city money in the long run and that project 2, 
upgrade storage area network, would save staff time in the future. She also suggested that some ARPA 
money could be used on parks. 
 
Johnson II said he was concerned about spending more than half of the ARPA funds on a single project, 
the Cox Creek Interceptor. Bailey talked about the project in more detail. Troedsson said the project 
would help with housing affordability, and using ARPA funds would take a some of the financial burden 
off of rate-payers. 
 
Johnson II said that he is concerned about focusing efforts on east Albany, leaving out south Albany 
and the buildable land in that area. Ruettgers said a south Albany area plan was developed about 10 
years ago but the challenge has been utilities. The utilities for the Henshaw Farm project will increase 
connectivity in the area and allow for future capacity. 
 
Smith said she appreciated staff’s explanations. She believes that the projects listed by Bailey can be 
directly linked to public health in the community. Smith spoke in support of the rest of staff’s proposed 
projects. 
 
Responding to a question from Novak about the purpose of the city services fee, Troedsson said the 
goal was to restore funds to departments proportionately to the reductions that each department had 
made in order to balance the BN 21-23 budget. 
 
This item will come to the council for action at the July 28, 2021, regular meeting. 
 

City Manager Report 5:44 p.m. 
 
Troedsson spoke briefly on the interconnectedness of city services, the city services fee, and the 
sound setup for the room. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Gabriel Shepherd Peter Troedsson 
Recorder City Manager  

 
 
 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. Documents from staff 
are posted to the website after the meeting. Documents submitted by the public are available by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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