
 
ALBANY CITY COUNCIL 

 

cityofalbany.net/council 
   

MINUTES 
Monday, September 20, 2021 

Work Session 
Virtual 

Approved: November 10, 2021 

Call to Order 
 
Mayor Alex Johnson II called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Councilors present: Mayor Alex Johnson II and Councilors Dick Olsen, Matilda Novak, Stacey 

Bartholomew, Ray Kopczynski, Bessie Johnson, and Marilyn Smith 
 
Councilors absent: None. 
 
Business from the Public 4:00 p.m. 

 
Mary Werner signed up to speak but was not present for the meeting. 

 
Open T-hanger Lease Rate Increase 4:01 p.m. 

Transportation Manager Robb Romeo said the airport advisory commission is asking the council to 
raise the T-hangar lease rate from $80 to $115 per month. Mark Patrzik, chair of the commission, said 
the change would put Albany closer to the average rate for similar hangars across the state. The 
increased fees would be considered airport revenue.  
 
Councilor Dick Olsen asked about lessors. Romeo said there are 11 people leasing the hangars and 
most of them are long term. Olsen said he would rather leave the rent as it is and raise it when 
tenants leave. 
 
The rate increase will come back to the September 22, 2021, council meeting. 
 

Fourth Avenue Parking Request 4:08 p.m. 
Transportation Systems Analysist Ron Irish presented a concept sketch* of angled parking on 4th 
Avenue provided by Bill Ryals, Mark Siegner, and Tina Siegner. Irish said he was looking for direction 
to continue conversations with the Siegners concerning the change. 
 
The council and applicants agreed to delay discussion of the angled parking until after the October 
13, 2021, land use hearing concerning the adjacent property.  
 

Expansion of Low-Income Assistance Program 4:20 p.m. 
City Manager Peter Troedsson confirmed for Councilor Marilyn Smith that the program as proposed 
would not assist those who have a temporary hardship. 
 
Olsen said he would like to see the program cover those with perennial hardships as well as 
businesses who have been impacted by COVID-19. Troedsson said the City does not currently offer 
any low-income assistance to businesses. 
 
Responding to a question from Councilor Stacey Bartholomew, Troedsson said staff hopes to have an 
intergovernmental agreement (IGA) signed with Community Services Consortium (CSC) by November 
1, 2021, to implement the program.  
 
Johnson II and Johnson both spoke in favor of developing the program to assist those who have a 
temporary hardship. 
 
IT Director Sean Park said the current low-income program serves people with perennial hardships 
and staff has been operating under the expectation of expanding that program. Park said staff would 
be willing to look at other alternatives for short-term assistance.  
 
The council agreed that staff should move forward with an IGA with CSC and discuss with them a 
program for short-term assistance.  
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IGA with OCWCOG for Loan Administration Services 4:35 p.m. 
Economic Development Manager Seth Sherry introduced Sandra Easdale from Oregon Cascades West 
Council of Governments (OCWCOG).  
 
Responding to questions from Johnson, Sherry explained why the City chose to contract with 
OCWCOG rather than Community Lending Works for the administration of the loans. Sherry said 
OCWCOG will report frequently to the City. Easdale spoke about the reporting process.  
 
This item will be included in the consent agenda for approval at the September 22, 2021, regular 
meeting. 

 
House Bill 2343 Local Enterprise Zone Exemption 4:43 p.m. 

Sherry spoke about the impacts of COVID-19 on Oregon businesses and the effects of the newly 
passed HB 2343. He said staff encourages the council to pass the resolution included in the packet, 
which is derived from provisions allowed under HB 2343. The Linn County Board of Commissioners 
will be considering the same resolution at their next meeting. 
 
Responding to a question from Councilor Ray Kopczynski, Sherry said there are about seven 
qualifying firms but likely only one that would take advantage of this change, Pacific Cast 
Technologies. He said any firm that has enterprise zone benefits can qualify for the program. There is 
no financial impact on the City. 
 
This item will be come back to the September 22, 2021, council meeting. 

 
Business from the Council 4:54 p.m. 

Smith read into the record a letter* from Mary Werner, who was unable to speak during business from 
the public.  
 
Smith spoke about a phone call from a constituent who was contacted by code enforcement to 
remove their port-a-pot from near their coffee kiosk. The port-a-pot is for employee use only. The 
kiosk opens at 5:30 a.m., but the business they have a restroom agreement with doesn’t open until 
8:00 a.m.  
 
The council asked staff to return with this item to a future meeting.  
 
Councilor Matilda Novak read into the record a letter* from a constituent about issues with Comcast. 
Finance Director Jeanna Yeager said the franchise fee is paid by Comcast to the City to use the City’s 
right-of-way and do business here. The City has no control over how Comcast chooses to pay or 
recoup that fee.  
 

City Manager Report 4:48 p.m. 
None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:06 p.m.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Gabriel Shepherd Peter Troedsson 
Recorder City Manager  

 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. Documents from staff 
are posted to the website after the meeting. Documents submitted by the public are available by emailing 
cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 
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