
 

APPROVED:      

 

CITY OF ALBANY 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

Albany Police Department 

Wednesday, June 6 2007 

7:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Commission members present: Mark Spence, Ron Bentley, Bill Coburn, Larry Nelson,  

 

Commission members absent: Terry Virnig, Floyd Collins, Blanca Ruckert 

 

Staff present: Kevin Kreitman, Fire Chief; Ed Boyd, Police Chief; Evelyn 

Black, Administrative Assistant I 

CALL TO ORDER 

Acting Commission Chair Spence called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Bill Coburn made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 4, 2007, Public Safety 

Commission meeting as submitted; Ron Bentley seconded the motion; and the minutes were 

unanimously approved. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

2007-08 Fire and Police Department Budgets 

Chief Kreitman spoke briefly about the budgets and that both the Fire and Police budgets 

were approved.  The budgets will now go before the City Council for adoption.  Chief 

Kreitman stated the City Council adopts the budgets by their last meeting of the fiscal 

year, on June 27, 2007.   

 

Chief Kreitman handed out an International City/County Management Association 

(ICMA) statistical data form.   The data from this form was shared with the Budget 

Committee.  The data reflects a comparative performance measurement of reporting 

Oregon cities for the fiscal year 2005.  This data compares Albany with neighboring 

cities (see attached handout). Chief Kreitman said that he was surprised at the comparison 

figures showing Albany’s rank within these areas. 

 

Larry Nelson asked why Eugene didn’t show up on the first four measurements of the 

comparisons.  Chief Kreitman explained those are areas where Eugene doesn’t report.   

 

Ensuing discussion was held regarding what can be done for Albany regarding fire issues 

and fire prevention. Chief Kreitman felt three things were important factors:  have 

enough resources available to handle emergency incidents, reduction of incidents through 

fire prevention and built in fire systems, and increased public education. As discussed 

previously, this might include having an Albany residential sprinkler ordinance.  He 

stated one reason Albany tends to see a higher rate of fires than most communities is fires 

caused by juvenile firesetters.  He also feels demographics of the community play a large 

part in fire-related situations, and the number of high hazard industries for a community 

of Albany’s size.  He said his department does inspections on commercial and industrial 

sites with a goal of inspecting high risk industries twice per year.   

  

Mark Spence asked for an update on Sprinkler Systems.  Chief Kreitman said the State 

Building Codes Division is taking public comment on Residential Sprinkler Systems and 

it may be adopted into a State code as an appendix.  If, and when that happens, if the City 
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is interested in considering the appendix, the Public Safety Committee will be asked to 

provide input on local adoption and whether our community should adopt it; however, he 

thinks it will take a long time to get to that point.  

 

Chief Boyd informed the Committee that the Department has another patrol officer 

vacancy.  There is an applicant in the background investigation phase of the hiring 

process to refill this position. 

 

Mark Spence asked Chief Boyd if the Oregon State Police hiring will have any impact on 

the search for City police officers.  Chief Boyd explained how the agencies are two 

totally different agencies.  He said that it could draw people away from the City’s 

applicant pool; however, the biggest problem is not lack of officers. It is that the State of 

Oregon cut funds from their budget for law enforcement agencies training needs.  The 

following are some of the impact excerpts taken from a recent Oregon Department of 

Public Safety Standards and Training (DPSST) memo: 
 

Impacts of Co-Chairs Reductions to 2007-09 DPSST Governor’s Recommended 

Budget 

The Ways & Means Co-Chairs budget that was recently released does not include 

the DPSST policy packages that were included in the Governor’s Recommended 

Budget (GRB).  In addition the Co-Chairs budget eliminates DPSST’s Instructor 

Development Program.  What follows is a summary that illustrates the impacts of 

the Co-Chairs budget. 

 Program Summary: 

• Criminal Justice Standards & Training 

Package 115 – Academy Training increases were recommended in the 

Governor’s Recommended Budget (GRB).  This included 16 positions (16.25 

FTE).   

Co-Chairs reductions in GRB will result in: 

 6 Basic Police classes offered per year (12 per biennium) 

 6 Basic Corrections classes offered per year (12 per biennium) 

 

Impact will result in significant delays in getting up to 240 city, county, and state 

police officers trained per biennium.  

 

Chief Boyd said that if these cuts were realized there would be 400 to 500 officers state- 

wide that would be backlogged for training.  Albany sent 8 individual officers for training 

this past year.  He said there are laws that dictate how soon the individual must receive 

training after being hired as a patrol officer and that most of that training is provided at 

DPSST.  If the DPSST budget is reduced, it will have a major impact on hiring and 

training officers.  Currently, the Legislature is in the process of trying to rectify and find a 

solution to this budget issue.   

 

Chief Boyd said he’d do a similar benchmark of comparative performance measures for 

the Albany Police Department and neighboring cities and bring it to the next Committee 

meeting.  The Crime Analyst recently ran two year’s worth of data that shows Albany’s 

population, thefts and burglaries and those crimes that were drug-related crimes. The 

statistics showed that in 80% of crimes were drug-related and 71% of those were Meth-

related. 
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Chief Boyd will bring in a map of crimes for the Committee. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Neighborhood Watch: 

   

Larry Nelson announced an upcoming Neighborhood Watch Council meeting that will 

provide information on how to protect job sites.  It will be held at the Electrical Union 

Hall in Tangent.  No date has been set; however, Larry will let the Committee know once 

he finds out.   

 

National Night Out for Neighborhood Watch is August 7, 2007. 

 

The Committee viewed a movie called “Showing Smoke” that was provided by Chief 

Kreitman.  The movie profiled why there is such a need for the large numbers of fire 

fighters to respond to house alarm fires.  The average number of fire fighters it takes to 

attend a house fire is 24.  The City of Albany has 17 fire fighters per team that respond. 

 

A tour was taken after the meeting to view the Fire House Sprinkler System. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE/LOCATION 

 

The regular July meeting of the Public Safety Commission has been cancelled due to the 

4th of July holiday.  The August meeting location will be sent to committee members.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

Evelyn Black 

Administrative Assistant I 


