
 

APPROVED:     

 

CITY OF ALBANY 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

Albany Police Department, Conference Room 

Wednesday, September 5, 2007 

7:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Commission members present: Terry Virnig, Larry Nelson, Mark Spence, Bill Coburn, Ron Bentley 

 

Commission members absent: Floyd Collins, Blanca Ruckert 

 

Staff present: Kevin Kreitman, Fire Chief; Ed Boyd, Police Chief; Norma Daily, 

Administrative Services Supervisor; Meaza Ridley, Administrative 

Assistant I; Lynn Hinrichs, Community Service Officer 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Commission Second Co-Chair Spence called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Mark Spence made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 15, 2007, Public Safety Commission 

meeting; Larry Nelson seconded the motion; and the minutes were unanimously approved as submitted.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Neighborhood Watch and Citizen Patrol 

 

Lynn Hinrichs presented information regarding the Citizen Patrol Program with a booklet, 

brochure, and slide show.  The first Citizen Patrol training was in June 2007, with 21 citizens 

participating, representing approximately 10 Neighborhood Watch groups.  The Albany Police 

Department supports Neighborhood Watch groups by offering this training and requires that in 

order for a group working with the APD to patrol their area; at least two members must complete 

the training.  Training is approximately four hours.  Currently, training is offered every four 

months; the next class is set for November 17, 2007. 

 

Bill Coburn suggested that Public Safety Commission members attend this training, class size 

permitting, and Lynn Hinrichs welcomed the idea.  Class information will be emailed to the 

Public Safety Commission members. 

 

The purpose of the Citizen Patrol is to observe, record, and report.  It is not the purpose or 

responsibility of the Patrol to confront suspicious individuals or attempt to detain them.  How to 

avoid confrontation is emphasized in the Citizen Patrol training. 

 

Mark Spence commented that Citizen’s Patrol through Neighborhood Watch groups is a good fit 

for Albany. 

 

The Neighborhood Watch groups work closely with the Neighborhood Watch Coordinator at the 

Albany Police Department who coordinates training, background checks, information exchange, 

requested resources, distribution of City-owned equipment and supplies, and resolves internal 

Citizen Patrol issues. 
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Citizen Patrol members must be at least 18 years of age, pass a criminal history background 

check, be an active member of their Neighborhood Watch group, complete the registration form, 

sign the Member Agreement, and complete the Citizen Patrol training.  It is strongly 

recommended, but not required, that anyone on the Citizen Patrol also attend the Citizen’s 

Academy. 

 

Citizen Patrol (CP) volunteers must contact their coordinator at the Albany Police Department 24 

hours before a patrol and at the end of every patrol.  The coordinator will provide the patrol with 

CP equipment for the patrol including a reflective vest, clipboard, paper, pens, resources and 

contact information (i.e. who to call for a streetlight repair or park issue, etc.), a Citizen Patrol 

badge for identification, and if applicable, Citizen Patrol vehicle placards donated by Umpqua 

Bank.   

 

Citizen Patrol members are encouraged to educate fellow neighbors of crime prevention ideas 

such as trimming bushes, closing garage doors, and better lighting.   

 

Mark Spence asked if there is a program available to assist in the purchase and installation of 

motion detection lights.  Chief Boyd will check on resources, possible Block Grant.  Consortium 

offers no-interest loans to low income individuals for home repairs/improvements.   

 

Lynn Hinrichs – Our Crime Analyst can compile crime maps for us; however, many 

neighborhoods experience a higher call volume after beginning a program due to citizen 

awareness. 

 

Larry Nelson – Crime stats in his neighborhood dropped from 40 per month to 6 to 8 per month 

after their Neighborhood Watch Program started. 

 

Monthly Crime Brief 

 

Chief Boyd handed out monthly crime maps for January through July 2007 and said the Public 

Safety Commission will receive the latest map on a monthly basis when they are distributed from 

now forward.  Chief Boyd explained the maps and information contained therein. 

 

Mark Spence asked if the case-to-call ratio is increasing, decreasing, or steady.  Chief Boyd said 

he would find out from the Crime Analyst.  Mark asked if Neighborhood Watch groups can 

request crime maps, and was answered yes.  The Department prefers a two-week lead time for 

these requests. 

 

Budget Preparation Statistics report was distributed and explained by Chief Boyd. 

 

Rural Fire District Agreement Update 

 

Chief Kreitman informed the Commission that the Agreement went to City Council and was 

approved.  North Albany Rural has met and reviewed; Palestine/Albany Rural still to meet; looks 

good to pass.  Next Rural District Board meeting is scheduled for September.  They may appoint 

a representative after this meeting.  Starting process for new Station 11 sites. 
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Fire and Police Department Measurables 

 

Terry Virnig – Asked Commission to review the statistics provided tonight and bring a list of five 

concerns to focus on, for both Fire and Police, to the next meeting.  These items will be the focus 

of our discussion in order to gain expertise to take information to Council for decisions, when 

necessary. 

 

ICMA performance measures are statewide and national standards.  Chiefs will provide ICMA 

information to Commission before next meeting. 

 

GOOD OF ORDER 

 

The Commission discussed the need for regular attendance at monthly meetings and some follow-

up by Chair Virnig to determine continued interest and participation by members who have not 

been present frequently. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE/LOCATION 

 

The next meeting of the Public Safety Commission is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 3, 

2007, at Fire Station 11. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

 

Meaza Ridley 

Administrative Assistant I 


