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CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

City Hall Municipal Court Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street  

Wednesday, July 9, 2008 

6:30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Linda Herd, Oscar Hult, Derryl James, Roz Keeney, Dave Pinyerd and 

Robyn van Rossmann 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Absent: None 

 

Staff present: Planner II Anne Catlin and Administrative Assistant Sheena Dodson  

 

Others present: 5 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Commissioner Keeney arrived at 6:31. 

 

Chair Hult acknowledged Mayor Dan Bedore who was in attendance. Mayor Bedore commended the Commission 

on their hard work.  

 

FENCE REQUEST 

 

Planner II Anne Catlin reminded the Landmarks Commission (LAC) that the Development Code was recently 

amended to include allowing fences over four feet in historic districts. She will create a handout about what is 

appropriate or not with regards to fence styles, and will include when review by the LAC will be required. The 

LAC will see fence issues only if the fence is over four feet tall. The LAC will be charged with reviewing the 

fences for style and scale in relationship to the house. 

 

Catlin noted that the first fence request will be coming from David Sullivan for his property located at 208 6
th
 

Avenue SE. Sullivan’s fence would be about five feet tall and his house is one of the taller houses. She reviewed 

the details of the fence application that Sullivan submitted, noting that it would be wrought iron with brick 

columns. Hult stated that he was fine with the height of the fence but wanted to see the exact materials the 

applicant planned to purchase. Commissioner Keeney stated that a less fancy fence would be more appropriate. 

Commissioner Pinyerd remarked that he believed the fence was too high. Commissioner van Rossmann asked for 

more details about the posts. Pinyerd recommended that the applicant give exact calculations. The LAC said there 

was not enough information to make a decision on the request. Catlin will collect more information from the 

applicant for the next month’s meeting. 

 

Commissioners Herd and Overman arrived at 6:33 p.m. 

 

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Hult called to order a public hearing on Planning file Hi-06-08, to replace the front stairs and vinyl windows with 

wood, remove the carport, and put in a new garage door, at 825 10th Avenue SW. 
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Declarations: 

Hult asked if any members wished to declare a conflict of interest, or report any significant ex parte contact or a 

site visit. Commissioners Keeney, Herd, Overman, Pinyerd and van Rossmann stated they had done a site visit. 

Hult stated he had driven by and the applicant was a friend, but he had not discussed the case with the applicant, 

and it would not affect the hearing.  

 

Staff Report: 

Catlin explained that the property was in the proposed area to be added to the Monteith district. She stated that the 

building is non-contributing but the applicant wanted to make changes to make it a historic-contributing building. 

The applicant was proposing to replace the vinyl windows, replace the concrete stairs with wood Craftsman-style 

stairs, and remove a carport, and put a carriage-style door on their garage. She did not receive any public 

comment during the review period.  

 

Catlin said the applicants have the original porch windows. The applicants were unsure of the front façade’s 

actual size. The applicants wanted to install windows that were similar to the house next door, which was similar 

in style to their house. She suggested that the on the middle window the top sash be shorter to match the one on 

the house next door. 

 

Catlin said that the new wood stairs would closely approximate the historical character of the applicant’s 

Craftsman style home.  

 

Catlin said the removal of the carport and the new garage doors would restore the historical character. She stated 

that the applicant is replacing it with two doors instead of a roll-up door. Another restoration would include 

restoring the trim details which were lost when the vinyl siding was installed.  

Applicant Testimony:  

Alanna Bishop, 825 10th Avenue SW, said she would like the house to resemble the original house as close as 

possible. 

Testimony in Favor: Bedore stated he was in favor.  

Opposing Testimony: None 

Hult closed the Public Hearing at 6:42 p.m. 

Commission Discussion: 

Motion: James moved to approve the application as is, with the condition that the windows approximate the 

windows in the photographs of the neighbor’s house to match proportion and scale and the stair rails be approved 

by Catlin. Herd seconded it. 

Keeney asked if the porch railing met code. Bishop stated that what was currently there did not. She said that she 

was working with the building division to ensure that it would meet code. Keeney said that the new stairs looked 

low, in the picture. Bishop explained that the stair wall would go to the bottom of the window. She said it would 

be the full height of the current hand rail and would have a separate hand rail.  

Pinyerd stated for the applicant to not make the stairs too high and be incompatible with the historic character. 

Herd believed that the LAC had approved the low wooden structure and the simple pipe rail, to meet the height 

and safety requirements.  
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Catlin stated she could work with Bishops and the building division on the height.  

Hult asked if the original width of the stairs had been wider. Keeney remarked that the stairs for the house next 

door were the narrow. Bishop thought the stair was original due to the cement padding that was located there.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING 

Hult called to order a public hearing on Planning file HI-07-08 to replace the steel second-story windows on the 

south side with aluminum-clad wood windows in the same design at 104 1st Avenue SE.  

Declarations: Commissioners Overman, Herd, and James declared a site visit. 

Staff report: Planner II Catlin summarized the written staff report. She stated that the building is a historic-

contributing building in the Downtown Commercial district. It was constructed in the 1930s, in the Art Deco 

style. She noted the improvements that applicant Chuck Swoboda had accomplished.  

Catlin said that the south side windows on the second floor, that are on the back and visible, are 6-light steel 

windows. The windows are original to the building and that the steel has rust and corrosion. The owner was 

proposing to replace them with a slightly wider aluminum-clad window and duplicate the muntins and design. 

The LAC had approved the existing aluminum windows for the first and second floors.  

Catlin reviewed the criteria for windows. She noted that these particular windows, given that they are in the back, 

are not character defining and would not change anything on the front façade.  

Applicant Testimony:  

Chuck Swoboda, 104 1st Avenue SE, deferred to Catlin’s statements.  

Commission Discussion: 

Motion:  James moved to accept as proposed the aluminum windows. Pinyerd seconded it. 

Keeney asked if the muntin grid was fake. Swoboda said they are real but not separate. He said it was metal on 

the outside and wood on the inside.  

Herd asked if it was a snap in grid. Swoboda replied no.  

Pinyerd asked how it would operate or if it would be fixed. Keeney asked if they would be clear. Swoboda said he 

has replaced the mesh with plain glass. Overman guessed that the mesh might have been for fire rating and 

recommended that Swoboda check with the building division. Catlin commented that the fire department might 

have something to say about the glass. Keeney asked if it was not mesh, what would be required.  

Swoboda asked if the windows could be bricked in. Keeney asked if there was any reason to have light there. 

Sowboda said there was plenty of light from the other windows. Pinyerd asked if Sowboda could use a fire-rated 

glass.  

Catlin suggested that Swoboda talk to the building division about his proposed windows first, and if not approved 

by building, to bring other options before the LAC. Discussion followed about where to find fire-rated glass. 

Hult asked if Swoboda had checked into having steel windows made. Swoboda had talked to a manufacturer in 

Portland, since there were many steel windows there, but found it was too costly. Herd commented that trying to 

find salvaged windows would be difficult due to the lack of maintenance on the backside windows. 
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Herd asked about the three inch difference in the size of the windows proposed to be put in and the size of the 

opening. She wanted to know how the difference would be taken up. She asked that the window be centered in the 

opening. The Commission does not want the size of the opening to change. 

James restated the review criteria about the need for a “close approximation” (emphasis added). He believed that 

the grid was important and that the size distance was better than the removal of the grid. Herd and Overman 

agreed.  

 

Motion:  James modified his first motion to accept the proposed windows with the condition that the windows be 

centered and that the window opening not be enlarged. Pinyerd seconded it.  

 

Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Catlin stated that there was another issue with Swoboda’s building regarding security. Swoboda stated that there 

was a recessed foyer area that seemed to be a good place for a burglar to hide. He wanted to see if it was possible 

to put in a gate to secure the area.  

 

Swoboda is considering a pair of iron three-foot doors that would swing in and only be seen when closed. He said 

they would swing out as a panic door.  

 

Hult stated the doors should be plain and simple. Swoboda just wants it so no one can break in. He would have 

someone locally make the door so that it is not curved and simple in design.  

 

Motion:  Overman moved to approve the simple iron gates with a flat top, with final approval by Catlin. James 

seconded. 

 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE   

 

The next meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, August 6, 2008, at 6:30 

p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

Submitted by      Reviewed by      

         

Signature on file     Signature on file 

 

Sheena Dodson       Anne Catlin 

Administrative Assistant     Planner II 
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