
 

APPROVED: _November 5, 2008__ 

CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

City Hall Municipal Court Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street  

Wednesday, September 3, 2008 

6:30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Linda Herd, Oscar Hult, Derryl James, Heidi Overman, and 

Robyn van Rossmann 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Absent: Roz Keeney and Dave Pinyerd 

 

Staff present: Planner II Anne Catlin, Administrative Assistant Sheena Dodson  

 

Others present: 5 others present 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Hult called to order a public hearing on Planning file Hi-09-08, to restore front façade to include awning, 

and rehabilitate the back façade to include replacing steel windows with aluminum-clad windows. 

 

Declarations: 

 

Hult and Commissioner Herd stated that they had done a site visit.  Hult said he was at the Central Area 

Revitalization Area Board (CARA) meeting when the project was presented. 

 

Staff Report: 

Planner II Anne Catlin summarized the staff report. She stated the applicants’ desire is to restore the 

building to its historical character. She said the applicants are also requesting to replace the metal 

windows on the back side, so the LAC would need to look at the substitute materials for the review 

criteria. 

She stated the staff report and the application (page 3) showed pictures of the building being altered 

several times over the years.  She said the applicant is in the process of determining the original materials 

and missing features through photographs. In general, they propose to restore the front façade back to its 

original appearance, including repairs, the storefront windows and the marquee awning. She said that the 

applicants hope to find the front mezzanine windows, but if not they would use historical photographs to 

recreate the windows (in application). 

Catlin said the applicants wanted to replace the back metal windows with an aluminum clad wood 

window. She said the window frames have extensive moisture damage, pointing to the existing window 

the applicant had removed and brought in. She did not know if the aluminum windows were original as 

she had not seen them before. 
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Catlin stated the applicants here were specific features on the exterior that the applicants wanted input on 

so they can bring back a revised application at a later date. She said the interior is also being rehabilitated 

as much as possible.   

Applicant Testimony 

Erin Johnson, intern for Bill Ryals, gave a presentation on the history of the building and the proposed 

restoration project.  She stated that the desire for the project is to restore the building to the original 

construction date of 1915. She stated that the architect was Charles Burggraf. She said that a Burggraf 

signature design was to do things in threes and horizontally.   

Bill Ryals, 935 Jones Avenue, said he is seeking the LAC’s advice for the best direction to proceed in the 

restoration of the JC Penney building, originally built as the Wallace building. He wants the LAC to be 

informed of the history of the building. 

Ryals reviewed the current conditions of the building. He said that with the awning, cable and chains are 

no longer a viable option but he would like to keep the chain look and asked for suggestions. 

Regarding the storefront windows, Ryals stated that they have been replaced.  He said he did not believe 

that the marble base currently there was Burggrafs and proposes removing it. 

Ryals stated that the tile entry may not have been Burggraf’s but feels the tile design is architecturally 

significant. He said that Burggraf’s tile designs are usually simpler. He would like to retain it and 

continue it into lobby.  

Ryals stated that the process he is using to restore the building is to assess features for their architectural 

significance, analyze safety and codes, assess economic value - is it going to cost a lot to restore, and 

overall aesthetics. He stated that windows were a top priority. He said the windows leak down to the 

mezzanine level. They plan to repair the front wood windows and sills. 

Ryals talked about the state of the back windows and restoring one of the entrances. He stated that the 

windows seemed okay, but there was water leaking into the brick and inside the building. He did not have 

a solution. He stated that if he tried to save the original windows and frames, they would still leak. They 

are proposing new aluminum clad windows to match the one-over-one design. 

Geoff Davis, Davis Glass, 1590 NW Patrick Court, said the new windows have a 30-year finish. He 

described how the new windows could be properly sealed and not leak.   

Ryals described the first floor center pivot casement window on the back facade. He stated that they may 

know more about the condition of the windows and whether they can be repaired when they can get to 

them. (The windows are blocked.)  He stated he is looking to put an awning on the back that is similar to 

the front to provide shelter over the entrance. 

Hult closed the public hearing at 7:16 p.m. 

Commissioner Discussion: 

Hult stated that the front baseboard was beyond repair. He thought the windows were original. 

Commissioner James agreed.   

Catlin asked if anyone knew the dates of galvanized metal windows. 
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James asked how the windows were attached to the opening. Ryals stated that there was an original brick 

seal and that they were pushed up to the building. Hult thought there was a bead. James wondered what 

the original windows were, and if there was other fasteners.  

Ryals stated that the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) staff had walked through building and 

that they were submitting an application for federal tax credits. Johnson stated that they hadn’t heard back 

from the SHPO.  

Commissioner Herd thought the back opening historically was a loading dock. She asked if it would be 

restored as an opening. Ryals said that the current fire stair is behind the original opening and windows. 

Herd asked if it was possible to do a recess to show that there was history of the loading dock being there. 

Herd thought the windows would originally have been steel. Ryals asked Johnson if she had seen steel 

windows on other Burggraf designs. Johnson did not look at back windows on other Burgraf buildings. 

Hult stated that he would approve the new windows on the back side if the SHPO approved them. Herd 

and James agreed. Herd added that if there was wood paneling on other buildings (under the storefront 

windows) to replicate what had been there.  

Herd asked about the awning, and if it could be cantilevered and use chains only for the look. Ryals was 

pursuing a look of chains. He said he was going to look for an attachment that is strong enough.   

James asked the applicant if he planned on saving the lower (casement) windows on the back or replacing 

them. Owner Rick Mikesell said that he didn’t believe that they could be saved. Ryals said he wants to 

save them but is unsure of the water damage, and could not find out yet because a wall is currently 

blocking them.  

Hult commented that it looked like the applicant had a good handle on the front of the building. Ryals 

said they would bring new findings back to the LAC.  

Herd asked about a site visit. Ryals stated that someone was on site between 10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. during 

the week.  

Motion:  Overman moved to approve the proposed application for replacement of the one-over-one 

windows for the entire backside and also the casement pivot windows if they cannot be restored, as long 

as the SHPO approves it. Herd seconded it. Motion passed unanimously. 

Cusick Bank Building: 

Catlin stated that Olivetti is ready to order doors and showed a picture of what he wanted to order 

(Exhibit A). He is proposing one large (42-inch-wide) door, with glass on the upper half. The doors will 

have to be custom made and wanted input. Discussion followed. 

Hult asked if Olivetti had tried calling or visiting Aurora Mills Salvage.  Catlin said she had emailed 

around to several salvage stores, but not Aurora Mills. Olivetti said he would make a trip to Aurora Mills. 

Catlin suggested that Olivetti take pictures if he found anything, and the LAC could approval the doors by 

email.  

Motion: Overman moved to approve the simple door design as a backup if Olivetti was unable to find 

salvage doors. James seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  
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Olivetti shared his desire to have his family name on the building.  

Motion: James moved to approve the Olivetti sign as proposed as long as it is removable. Overman 

seconded. Motion passed 4:1 with Herd voting no.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:44 p.m. 

 

 

Submitted by      Reviewed by     

          

Signature on file     Signature on file 

 

Sheena Dodson       Anne Catlin 

Administrative Assistant     Planner II 
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