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CITY OF ALBANY 

TREE COMMISSION  

Albany City Hall, Santiam Room 

 

Thursday, October 23, 2008 

3:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES  

 

Commission members present:       Dick Miles, Mark Azevedo, Barb Bolden, Tom Krupicka 

 

Commission members absent:   David Smith 

 

Staff present:  Craig Carnagey, City Forester, Tari Hayes, Administrative Assistant 

 

Others present:   Bodie Dickerson, Hank Gurzynski, Mike Lew 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Tom Krupicka called the meeting to order at 3:07 pm. 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

3. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC   

 

Bodie Dickerson took exception to the September minutes, specifically action items regarding Tree 

Commission duties. The Commission agrees there is a clarity issue with responsibilities of the Commission. 

The Commission is going to review the Commission duties in the Albany Municipal Code (AMC) at future 

meetings, suggest updates and changes, and send it to the Council for clarification and approval. 

 

Krupicka and Azevedo feel the minutes are accurate.  

 

Hank Gurzynski has a request before the Commission for a tree removal permit; he’ll speak during Outstanding 

Tree Issues. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – bringing back to November meeting. 

 

5. SCHEDULED BUSINESS 

 

a) Outstanding Tree Issues 

 

125 Pine St. -   Hank Gurzynski - This request was brought before the commission in July; the Commission 

asked for additional information and an arborist report at that time. The Commission discussed this request 

today with the property owner. They are approving the removal permit, pending a written agreement from 

the property owner that he will replace the tree with two or more “canopy” trees, 1 ½” caliper, no later than 

May 15, 2009, and maintain them through the establishment period (two years.). 
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ACTION ITEM:  

• City Forester will draft agreement for property owner and Commission Chair to sign. The City Forester 

will provide the property owner with a list of appropriate tree species for replanting. 

 

4149 Evergreen St. SE – Carol Silbaugh – Property owner has some concerns with the effect of a street tree 

on her garden and sidewalk. The Commission looked at pictures of the tree, garden and surrounding areas. 

Their opinion is that the tree is not adversely affecting her garden. They did suggest the City Forester refer 

the property owner to OSU Extension Service. The City will also schedule additional watering for the tree 

during the summer months next year. 

 

ACTION ITEM: 

• City Forester will call property owner with contact name and phone number at OSU Extension. 

 

b) Tree Code Revision Discussion 

 

AMC Follow Up: 

After discussion, the Commission approved the AMC Sept. 2008 draft with changes. Outstanding questions 

were addressed. Copies will be forwarded to the City Attorney and Planning Division for review, comment, 

and approval. The Commission will vote on final approval of code changes at November meeting. 

 

ACTION ITEM(S):  

• City staff will update the draft and send it to the Commission, City Attorney and Planning Division for 

review, edits and approval. The document will go before Council for approval with the Albany 

Development Code (ADC) revisions. 

• Mark Azevedo will send to City Staff his definition of “grove.” 

• City Forester will send the Commission a complete definition of “significant tree” for review and 

approval. 

 

ADC Approval: 

The Commission discussed and approved, disapproved, or edited updates to the ADC. The changes 

approved are attached to this document.  With the exception of 9.205, Purpose, Commission unanimously 

approved changes. For 9.205, the commission voted to accept the “As Approved by TC/Reviewed by 

Council” definition. Dick Miles dissented. 

 

ACTION ITEM(S): 

• City staff will update the draft and send it to the Commission, City Attorney and Planning Division for 

review, edits and approval. The document will go to Council for approval with the AMC revisions. 

• City Forester will send the Commission a complete definition of “significant tree” for review and 

approval. 

• City Forester will seek input from the City Attorney on whether to include the word “nuisance” in the 

code. If he suggests keeping the term in the code(s), perhaps he can provide a definition and where he 

recommends it be used in both codes. 

 

The Commission will review the proposed draft at the ADC at the November meeting.  
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6. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION   

 

Azevedo shared with the Commission that the City and community organizers are submitting a grant request 

for the purchase of a natural area in North Albany.  There are a number of significant wildlife species in the 

area. If the grant is successful, Azevedo would like the Tree Commission to become involved in the project. 

Azevedo suggested partnering with FOMAT as a way to participate in the North Albany site. They will be 

working with school children on-site.  

 

Miles asked if service trees come up on the priority/protective lists. Azevedo stated that they do come up, 

but each agency can have different priorities and lists. 

 

The City Forester continues to look for opportunities to promote the City’s urban forest, the Tree 

Commission and their potential for community outreach.  

 

It would be great for the Commission and Urban Forestry Department to start considering some candidates 

for Heritage Tree or Heritage Grove designation soon. Azevedo suggested designating a grove of oaks in 

Eleanor Hackleman Park as the first Heritage Grove in Albany. Dickerson also mentioned a grove and a tree 

candidate for Heritage designations.  

 

• ACTION ITEM: 
The commission will bring Heritage tree/grove ideas to the November meeting. 

 

7. NEXT MEETING DATE 

  

The next meeting of the Tree Commission is scheduled for Thursday, November 20, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. in the 

Willamette Room in Albany City Hall. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 

 

Submitted by 

Tari Hayes 

Parks and Recreation Administrative Assistant 


