
 

APPROVED: May 6, 2009 

CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Santiam Rooms, 333 Broadalbin Street  

Wednesday, March 11, 2009 

6:30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Linda Herd, Oscar Hult, Derryl James, Heidi Overman, Dave 

Pinyerd and Robyn van Rossmann 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Absent: Roz Keeney 

 

Staff present: Planner II Anne Catlin, Administrative Assistant I Sheena 

Dodson, Urban Renewal Manager Kate Porsche 

 

Others present:  4 other present 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE November 5, 2008 MINUTES 

 

Motion: Commissioner Derryl James moved to approve the November 5, 2008, minutes. Commissioner 

Dave Pinyerd seconded it. Motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING (HI-02-09): 705 Lyon Street SE 

 

Chair Hult called the public hearing on Planning File HI-02-09 request to restore the house at 705 Lyon 

Street SE and close two basement windows for a property on the City’s Local Historic Inventory, to 

order. 

 

Declarations 

 

Hult asked if any of the Commissioners wished to declare a conflict of interest, report a site visit, or an ex 

parte contact.  Commissioners Herd and van Rossmann had a site visit.  Hult had a site visit, talked to 

neighbors and to Kate Porsche who expressed that the project cannot go forward unless the garage is 

demolished.  

 

Commissioner Heidi Overman arrived at 6:32 p.m. 

 

Staff Report 

 

Planner II Anne Catlin summarized the written staff report. She commented that the notice of public 

hearing was mailed and no comments had been received. She stated the review criteria for the exterior 

alteration application. 
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Catlin noted that the property is on the local historic inventory and is just outside of the Hackleman 

Historic District boundary. It is a Colonial Revival style. Estimate construction date is circa 1910. It was 

the most fully developed Colonial Revival on the eastside of Albany. She commented that the property 

has been poorly maintained for years and most of the damage is on the exterior of the house. The original 

features inside are intact.  

 

Catlin stated that the applicant is in the process of deciding whether to purchase the property. The 

applicant’s goal is to restore everything, as much as possible on the exterior, repair existing materials, and 

where necessary duplicate missing features, meeting the review criteria.  

 

Catlin stated that the building has been in residential use, but it is changing to an office use. The zoning is 

Lyons-Ellsworth, which is mixed use zone that favors commercial and office development. She stated that 

there are some changes that would normally not be required if it was staying in residential use.  

 

For converting to office use, the building division has less concerns of fire safety than of structural safety 

changing occupancy will require the house to be accessible to persons with disabilities, made structurally 

sound, and as safe as possible, without obliterating the historic integrity of the building.  

 

Catlin noted the front porch center handrail that was added in the center is going to be removed. She 

commented that the whole porch needs to be rebuilt due to the extensive amount of dry rot. It will be 

rebuilt in place and they will be reusing as much tongue and grove flooring as possible. The columns will 

not be affected. For a handrail, the applicants will be using a pipe. Rather than putting it on top of the side 

wall they are proposing to install it onto the stair treads (Agenda attachment, page 2). She suggests the 

applicant powder coat it in a color that will compliment the stone. She said the pipe handrail design can 

be modified to be less visible.  

 

Catlin noted another major change is on the 7th Avenue side of the house, the north side; the back side 

door will be the handicapped accessible entrance, with a lift. Catlin said that although there will need to 

be changes to accommodate the lift, it will be less visible than a ramp (attachment, page 4). Staff worked 

with the applicant to assess where to locate it for the least impact on the structure. There is not enough 

room on the east because there needs to be handicapped parking space on the property. It needs to be 17 

feet wide and there is barely room to accommodate it on the property. If there was room, there are 

concerns that someone could run into the lift. The best location for the lift is the west off the side porch 

stairs. In order to accommodate the lift at the landing, the recessed porch landing will need to be extended 

out three feet. The stair design would stay the same but everything would bump out three feet. They 

would rebuild the stairs in the same design but she asked that the applicant not put back the siding. The 

stairs will need a hand rail, so whatever the final design is for the front, should be the same on these. 

 

Some of the other alterations to improve the building include removing a covered smoking area, on a back 

corner. It is concrete and obviously an addition. Most of the windows are in good shape. Catlin toured the 

inside and noticed a few windows that would need repair and possibly a sash replacement. The applicant 

is proposing to replace when repair is not possible. There is a metal window in the kitchen over the sink 

that is not original. She noted that the applicant would like to put in a pair of wood windows that open. 

 

Catlin said that in the basement, Agenda attachment, page 7, there is one missing window on the 7th 

Avenue side that will be replaced with a new one in wood-wood that would match what already exists. 

The applicant would like to close the two window openings on the south side. There is a window on each 

side of the chimney. If approved, they could finish the opening in the same treatment as on the external 

foundation walls. The second option would be to close the opening, but have it remain in case they are 

needed in the future. 
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Catlin stated that the last issue was the detached garage. It was on the 1925 sandbord maps. She thinks 

that it was built close to the time when the house was built. She pointed to the picture on page 9 stating 

that the building is in bad shape. There is no foundation and there is a problem with the roof.  

She commented that she had an email discussion with Commissioner’s Keeney and Pinyerd regarding the 

garage. She said while we hate to lose a garage, according to the current Code language the garage is not 

a “landmark” subject to review by the Code. Until the Code is modified to address historic 

garages/accessory buildings both within the districts and outside, we will have to permit removal of this 

particular garage. The removal is necessary for the building to be changed to anything other than 

residential. She commented that the current zoning and best use of the building the applicants would need 

to provide a handicapped parking spot.  

APPLICANT’S TESTIMONY 

Herb Yamamoto, 33845 Hwy 99 E, Tangent, introduced those in his team; senior designer Joe Van Cura, 

local contractor Jeff Simon, and realtor Joe Vincent. He believes this project is a win-win for the City and 

himself. 

Yamamoto stated that there are three items that make this a win-win situation. He said the first is the 

removal of blight on a major freeway into the City of Albany’s downtown. They are seeking to partner 

with the City to transform the blight structure into a historic professional services office.  

The second component is the community of businesses. This project would enable their firm to relocate 

from Tangent into the downtown Albany area. This would relocate jobs to the area. The applicant hopes 

to contribute to the economic base of Albany by participating in a network of community businesses.  

Third component is about historic restoration. Through research and meetings with Catlin they have 

created a 3-Dimensional (3-D) rendering to serve as the vision of what the property can look like. They 

see the upside potential of the building. They believe that through the restoration process they can restore 

the Cameron house to its rightful place as a Colonial Revival structure. Currently the architecture is 

accented by a big open porch that is taken up with storage.  

The 3-D rendering they have picked some colors, a light base and dark trim to reflect the area.  

Testimony in favor:  

Joe Vincent, 5562 Springwood Avenue SE, Salem, OR stated that he moved to Albany in 1993 and 

became a member of the LAC. He was impressed at that time of the enthusiasm for maintaining Albany’s 

historic districts as close as possible to their original configuration and values. He stated that this home 

represents a rare opportunity to pursue those values. It is easy to look at historic home projects that are on 

intact and developed structures. It is much more difficult to visualize the impact on the neighborhood that 

is close to derelict status as this one is. He has been really impressed with Yamamoto’s enthusiasm for 

maintaining the historic integrity of the property and at the same time bringing it into the fold of Albany’s 

commercial ambitions. In addition, he has always had some concerns of the entry ways of the downtown 

area. This is a great opportunity to pull back from the edge with a home that does not contribute in a 

positive way to the aspect of the historic community. He is hoping that the LAC will approve the 

proposal. He knows that there are some deviations from the original architectural structure but they seem 

to be in character in letting the structure live and grow.  

Urban Renewal Manager Kate Porsche stated Yamamoto and the project went to the Central Albany 

Revitalization Advisory Board (CARA) a few months ago. The CARA is supporting the project with a 

package of funding that will help with property acquisition and rehabilitation. The CARA’s take is the 
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removal of blight, the economic development, the fact that this area was a key component to the gateway 

of Albany. She noted that from the perspective of the LAC, CARA’s and staff’s main concern is the 

garage.  

Porsche noted that although this has been residential in the past when you think about its use long term, 

not just the zoning being commercial, if it would remain residential, the LAC needs to ask what type of 

residential it would be. It will never be a nice stately home again, simply because it is on a United States 

highway. With it becoming commercial space, which is the best use, there are going to need to be changes 

that will need to happen. She commented that Yamamoto would go the extra mile to make it usable, 

aesthetically pleasing and true to the historic nature. 

Testimony against: None 

Staff comment: Catlin mentioned that the applicant’s would not be required to have the handrail be 42 

inches high. The spacing of the balusters is more than 4 inches, the building division would like any 

treatment that the LAC feels is least obtrusive to improve the safety of it. She commented that the 

building division is being as flexible as they can but they do want to see improved safety on the porch 

railing. She also noted the enclosed portion of the front porch would be removed  

Chair Hult closed the public hearing at 7:01 p.m. 

Commission Discussion 

Commissioner Herd expressed concern regarding the baluster spacing that moisture could build up behind 

plexiglass if used, and could be a problem for the balusters. She expressed that even though she didn’t 

like the idea, metal might be the best thing for that situation because it could be removed at some point. 

She commented that she didn’t like the pipe railing on the inside of the stair well. Her preference would 

be to have it on top of the existing stone work. She suggested reusing materials salvaged from the garage 

if they could. She also wanted it written that if a future owner wanted to replace the garage in that foot 

print, they would be allowed to. She is thrilled that the applicant wants to do the project.  

Commissioner Overman thought the ADA concerns are being addressed well, stating the lift made sense 

and was the least obtrusive option. She asked what the spacing was for the balusters on the front. Van 

Cura thought it was 8 inches. She asked what the space was from the bottom of the rail to the top of the 

porch was. Simon said from the floor to the bottom of the rail is about 5-7 inches. She asked if the City 

was concerned about that portion. Catlin was unsure, she would check into it. She thought it was mostly 

the in between and that nothing would roll under.  

Herd supported Catlin’s idea of keeping the window openings in case someone wants to put them back. 

Hult expressed concern that closing the windows would be dark. He appreciates natural light. Yamamoto 

said the basement has concrete floors and they are going to use it strictly for storage. The reason for the 

proposed filled windows on the south side is for security. 

Porsche asked the LAC if the applicant filled in the existing windows with metal instead of glass and left 

the sashes to make the window secure. Herd suggested the windows filled with something that could be 

removed at a future time. Hult said that it did not need to be concrete infill, it could be plywood, with a 

texture to match the rest of the building.  

Pinyerd asked about the ADA access on the side, if the stairs would be extended only 3 feet further 

towards the sidewalk from the current stairs. Yamamoto said they have to confirm the detail dimensions 

but believes the 3 feet is sufficient to provide for the landing. Pinyerd asked if the new steps would have 
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the same rise over run. Yamamoto affirmed. Herd said that essentially the applicant is making the landing 

bigger and moving out the steps. She asked if the landing would be 5x6 or 6x6. Simon said he believes 

the landing for ADA needs to have a 5x5 foot clearance.  

Catlin said that she does not see that the railing on the westside of the recessed entry of the porch needs to 

be removed as shown. She asked if on the other side where the lift is, the applicant would continue the 

railing that they have farther than the proposed bar. Yamamoto asked for clarification of it being the 

existing railing to match. Catlin affirmed.   

Catlin asked the applicant’s if they were going to bullnose the stair treads. Simon said that in the past he 

has used 1x12 bullnosed treads.   

Catlin said the siding on the side stairs is not original. She asked that when rebuilt, if the applicant would 

use siding on the sides, possibly some salvaged material off the garage. Hult said they could also be 

finished to look like the foundation. Pinyerd asked if the foundation was a stucco surface. Simon said it 

was concrete. Pinyerd stated that they could match it for the side of the stairs. Herd said once it was off 

the applicant could know what direction to go. The LAC decided either concrete or siding would be an 

appropriate finish for the side stair walls.  

Regarding reducing the spacing between the railing balusters, Hult said the LAC did not need to decide 

the barrier material tonight, do some research and come back.  Overman said she did not like the shine of 

plexiglass. Hult agreed, and it looks bad in a few years. Overman said she had seen a metal rod used and 

it painted dark. You still see it but it recedes away, it doesn’t compete with the turn spindles. Catlin asked 

what the size of the rod was. Overman had seen them about a quarter of an inch. Catlin said wire was also 

an option. Simon said that maybe they could get some new spindles that were smaller, with the same 

detail to install between each one. Pinyerd said no, someone might think it was original. Catlin said the 

frequency of the spindle spacing is going to change the visual appearance of the house. She said the porch 

is very large and the columns are large. Simon asked about using a piece of ¾ x ¾ wood. The LAC said 

that the goal is to use something that is not going to be readily visible; ¾ of an inch is too thick and would 

be noticeable.  

James said he is concerned about the original materials, of the front stair wall, being damaged if the pipe 

hand rail is put on top. He asked if it was stone or concrete slabs. Simon believed they were concrete 

blocks. James thought the rail would be less of a visual impact on the inside of the wall and would not 

damage the original material. He suggested the applicant put a dark powder coat, use less than a two-inch 

pipe and it would visually disappear. All agreed that the placement that the applicant has proposed is the 

better placement for the pipe handrail.  

Overman suggested using fewer vertical supports and to have the return at the bottom come out. Van Cura 

said that the City Plans Examiner Gary Stutzman would be more concerned with it and the code, as it has 

to be out so many inches. Catlin thought the final pole could be on the stairs but the rail come down and 

curves around to meet Stutzmans needs. She said then it would not be seen until at the stairs. Hult asked if 

they could put the post on the bottom step. Yamamoto thought it would not be a problem. Herd suggested 

the applicant use a powder coat that blends in with the stone. Hult agreed and said to do the one on the 

side stairs the same way.  

MOTION:   

James made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions:  

1. Basement windows. The south side basement window openings may be closed or covered in a 

way that the window openings can be easily restored in the future and the window recess is 
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evident. The material and finish shall be compatible with the foundation finish and be reviewed 

by the preservation planner. 

2. Pipe rail design. The pipe railing proposed for the front and new north side stairs may be located 

on the stairs but shall be minimized as much as possible and finished in a color to match the stone 

columns and stairs.   

3. 7
th
 Avenue/north side stairs. The porch landing and stairs on the north side of the house may be 

extended to accommodate the accessible lift, retaining the stair and “wall” railing design. The 

stair walls may be finished in concrete to match the foundation OR with lap siding similar to how 

the front porch is finished (such as using salvage the siding from the garage). The existing railing 

on the east side of the landing shall remain. The final design for the new rail needed on the east 

side up on the landing will be approved by the preservation planner, in conjunction with the 

building division staff. 

4. Window replacement. The metal window above the sink in the kitchen may be replaced with a 

pair of double-hung windows similar to those located on the 7th Avenue façade. Where windows 

or parts are deteriorated beyond repair, they may be replaced. All new windows and/or parts 

(sashes, meeting rails, etc.) shall be wood on the interior and exterior. 

Herd seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES REVIEW 

 

Catlin handed out the next draft of the design guidelines for review. She asked for volunteers who wanted 

to design the front cover. Pinyerd suggested using a photo with work being done with humans in the shot. 

All agreed. 

 

In the rehabilitation guidelines Pinyerd suggested locating the Secretary of Interior Standards in the back.  

Catlin acknowledged that there was a discussion to have them in the back but she commented that they 

are stated as review criteria and needs to have them upfront in there but the “explained” set in an 

appendix. She said that Community Development Director Greg Byrne wanted there to be a clear 

distinction between the criteria an applicant needs to meet in the Code, and how they could meet the 

criteria through the guidelines. She relayed that Byrne wanted the standards in each section followed by 

the guidelines. Overman stated that people will not read it as a whole document only the sections 

pertaining to their needs. Catlin agreed, any person printing the document or portions of it would have the 

review criteria specific to that topic. All agreed with the format but Pinyerd. 

 

Pinyerd liked that each section started on its own page. 

 

Herd stated that in regard to the picture on page 23, no one would know what was wrong. Catlin 

suggested taking the section on lighting out. Overman agreed, stating it would give more emphasis on the 

things that were important. Others agreed.    

 

Herd liked page 10, the doors, stating it is helpful and it is specific without being so specific that people 

think that they have to go out and buy a specific door. Pinyerd suggested the last one could be called 

Colonial, instead of Federal Revival.  

 

Catlin recommended doing a little more on windows relating to architectural style. She could have Rusty 

van Rossmann do some drawings on windows.  
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Pinyerd said that the centered paragraph under each heading gets lost and suggested maybe having it 

inverted with a black box and white writing. 

 

Catlin said she used the same format in the new construction guidelines but still needs to do the cover 

page.  

 

Overman stated she liked the roof drawings. Herd would like the roof types identified. Catlin said that she 

would put information in the glossary to what they are. van Rossmann asked if the roof drawings could be 

made bigger and spread out. Catlin would try and stretch the graphic. Hult asked if the other photograph 

on that page could be moved to the next page  to give it more space. Catlin agreed and said she could also 

use a different photo. The LAC liked that particular photo. Discussion followed regarding different 

graphics.  

 

Pinyerd suggested that a picture similar to the picture on page 10 would be a good cover. Catlin didn’t 

know if it was a new or existing garage and didn’t know where it was located. Herd thought the house 

might be in the 900th block of Ferry Street. 

 

Herd stated on page 12 the LAC would not want a picture of a garage on the front with a house attached 

on the back. Catlin said she could put an arrow towards the dish. Herd said the garage caught her eye not 

the skylight. Catlin suggested a regular house with the skylights in the wrong location.    

 

CLG GRANT UPDATES 2008-2009 Budget Tracking, 2009-2010 Grant Due 

Catlin stated that a copy of this year’s Certified Local Government (CLG) budget was in the LAC folders. 

She said it showed where the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) grant money was budgeted, how 

much was spent so far and the current balance. She stated that they need to spend all of the money by the 

end of the year. Hult clarified it was to end of the fiscal year. Catlin said it actually goes until September. 

Catlin commented that she is ready to mail out postcards to the Rehabilitation (Rehab) Grant and will 

spend the postage money. 

Catlin said that there was $500 for preservation workshops. She thinks it will be needed for the 

sustainability workshops in May. She said that Keeney was working on a walking brochure and didn’t 

know if money would be needed to print it.  

Catlin said that for the line item library and books there might be funds available to move down to the 

Rehab grants. She encouraged the LAC that if they see books that would be good to be purchased to let 

her know.  

Catlin said regarding traveling funds,that Hult, Overman, and Pinyerd were scheduled to go to the wood 

workshop in Seattle. She said that hotel and gas could be reimbursed. Hult said he would research places 

for lodging. Dodson would email the State’s allowance for lodging. Catlin asked if there was any other 

training the LAC would want to do during the summer. She commented that Pinyerd would like to go to 

the Heritage conference. She said there is time to transfer money into that budget line item. Her goal is to 

know where money will be spent on the budget before reviewing the Rehab grants.  

 

Catlin stated that with the Rehab grants she will mail out a postcard letting people know grants are 

available and application is available. Next meeting there will be an open house for the Rehab grants. 

Grants will be due April 20
th
. They will be ready for review at the May meeting or the LAC can schedule 

another meeting in April to review.  
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OTHER BUSINESS  

 

Hult stated that at the April meeting the Preservation award nominees should be lined up. Catlin said that 

she is planning on doing a newsletter at the beginning of April to give people an opportunity to nominate 

people for awards and to highlight activities for preservation month in May. Catlin said the LAC could 

think about activities and finalize next month.  

 

Catlin stated that the manager of the farmers market asked if the LAC would like to kick-off Preservation 

Month with a booth, on May 2nd. She said it was a successful effort last year and there are buttons 

leftover to distribute. 

 

Catlin asked if the LAC would like to do Preservation awards at the City Council meeting; she 

commented that it was a good way to touch base with the City Council and notify them of what is 

happening.  

 

She commented that architect Robert Dortingnacq thought a larger scale award of some sort was needed 

for all the business property owners along 1st Avenue. Hult asked if Thad Olivetti and Marc Manley 

would have an open house in May to tour the finished buildings. Catlin stated that the Upstairs 

Downtown tour is the first Friday in May.  

 

Hult asked when the sustainability workshops would be. Catlin did not know the exact dates. Hult 

recommended not having them on May 16th, stating that it is the statewide clean-up day.  

 

Catlin said that the next CLG grant needs to be turned in by the end of the Month. Albany is in the off-

grant cycle, so we can only apply for a small amount. She is guessing that the City will ask for $2,000. 

She said that if the LAC thought of something that could be spent this year there was ways to move the 

line budget items around. She is budgeting for a couple of newsletters and some training.  

 

Pinyerd commented that there would not be Rehab grant awards next year. Catlin said not from SHPO 

funding but maybe from another funding source. She said that next year the LAC has to come up with 

two years worth of planning and come up with some strategic projects/products that the LAC would want 

and have a good application for the next grant cycle.  

 

Catlin stated that she has received two historic applications that are staff level reviews. She gave a brief 

description of the applications.  

 

Hult said he would talk to a friend about doing a presentation on windows.  

 

Herd asked if the LAC approved what was happening at the Furniture Mart on 1st Avenue. Catlin 

confirmed that the LAC had approved it. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE   

 

The next meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Board is scheduled for Wednesday, April 1, 2009 at 6:30 

p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:38 p.m. 
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