
 

APPROVED: September 2, 2009 

CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Santiam Rooms, 333 Broadalbin Street  

Wednesday, June 3, 2009 

6:30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Oscar Hult, Roz Keeney, Heidi Overman, Dave Pinyerd, and 

Robyn van Rossmann  

 

Landmarks Commissioners Absent: Linda Herd and Derryl James 

 

Staff present: Planner II Anne Catlin  

 

Others present: Cara Leach, Claus Sass 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  

PUBLIC HEARING (HI-07-09): 806 5th Avenue SW  

 

Chair Hult called the public hearing on Planning File HI-07-09 to order and explained that it was a 

request to use substitute materials. 

 

Declarations 

Commissioners Hult, Keeney, Overman, Pinyerd, and van Rossmann declared site visits. Hult also stated 

that he talked to the applicant when he was first considering the project. 

 

Staff Report 

Planner Anne Catlin summarized the written staff report. She said that she received a letter from 

neighbors Al and Sally Gaines in support of the application (Exhibit A).  

Catlin said the house is a c.1878 Gothic Revival in the Monteith District that was moved to the current 

site and remodeled in 1902. The applicants would like approval to replace wood lap siding on a portion of 

the west side of the house with cement siding. Despite routine maintenance on this side of the house, the 

siding has expanded and contracted so much over the years that it will no longer hold paint or caulk. 

Moisture is getting inside the walls and the applicants would like to avoid any further water damage to the 

house. 

Catlin said that the original siding on the other facades, including the front, will be retained and 

maintained.  The cement board siding was selected for its durability and cost as wood siding was almost 

three times the price. 

Catlin said the new siding will match the original six-inch lap siding in placement, profile and size. The 

trim and window sills will be reused if possible and wood materials matching the originals would be used 

if replacement is necessary. 
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The new siding will not be applied over any historic surface or existing trim. There are no decorative or 

unique features on the section of the house where the siding is proposed to be replaced. The existing lap 

siding is not an unusual style of siding for Albany. 

Applicant Testimony: Owner Claus Sass did not have anything to add and offered to answer any 

questions.  

Chair Hult closed the public hearing at 6:43 p.m. 

Commission Deliberation 

Pinyerd noted that installing the cement board siding would make it impossible for a future owner to 

restore the original siding. He added that the cement siding may look too perfect and look new.  

 

Overman agreed that the new siding would be recognizable as a replacement material and suggested using 

Cedar. 

 

Sass said he intends to remove a lot of the flaking and “alligatored” paint from the wood siding to achieve 

a smooth surface. 

 

Pinyerd asked the applicant if using wood siding would be an economic hardship. Sass said no, adding 

that Hardie plank siding is a better product for durability. He said his research has found that most of the 

house and siding are not original to the house and the siding proposed to be replaced cannot be adequately 

repaired, despite more than 20 years of constant attention.  

 

Hult noted the house was painted in the last six years and this side is looking bad and agreed with the 

applicant that the paint will not hold in the subject area. He also suggested sanding down as a possible 

way to get a surface that paint would adhere to. 

 

Sass noted that in other areas of the house there is unique cove siding that will be retained. The siding 

proposed to be removed is lap siding that he believes is from the 1930s and not original to the house. 

 

Overman said she could support the use of cement siding as a substitute material. 

 

Keeney remarked on the uniqueness of the house and encouraged the applicant to consider using wood 

siding. She noted that there is not enough history with the use of Hardie plank siding. 

 

Hult asked if the trim would be retained on the top of the windows. 

Motion:  Keeney made a motion to approve the application for the use of cement siding on the west side 

of the house with the condition that the new siding be smooth. Overman seconded the motion. The 

motion passed 4 to 1, with Pinyerd voting against it.  

PUBLIC HEARING (HI-08-09): 817 Ferry Street SW 

 

Chair Hult called the public hearing on Planning File HI-08-09, a request to reconstruct missing balusters 

on the front porch stairs, to order at 7:16 p.m. 

 

Declarations 

Hult, Pinyerd, and van Rossmann had driven by the house.  
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Staff Report 

Catlin summarized the written staff report. She noted the house is a c.1895 Queen Anne Cottage. The 

front porch railing and stairs have been replaced. No historical photographs were found to determine the 

original design, but the original porch columns remain.  

 

Catlin said the applicants propose to replace the missing handrail and balusters in a simple design based 

on another Queen Anne Cottage in Portland. The newel posts selected try to match the detail in the porch 

columns and posts found in a 1990s photograph. 

 

Catlin concluded that the new stair and porch railing alterations would be compatible with the existing 

house in design and scale, and with other replacement handrails found on Queen Anne houses. The 

proposal will not remove or alter any remaining historic features of the house and will try to restore a 

missing feature to the front façade. 

Applicant Testimony:  Applicant Cara Leach was present but gave no testimony.  

Chair Hult closed the public hearing at 7:23 p.m. 

Commission Discussion 

Hult asked if the porch baluster was the original. Leach said it was not.  

 

Keeney thought the newel posts shown in the 1990s photograph might also be replacements.  

 

Pinyerd asked about the handrail design and suggested that it be notched at the bottom to fit a hand.   

 

Leach said they proposed a simple baluster and handrail design to complement the simple Queen Anne 

house. 

 

Discussion focused on a simple baluster design and concluded that the proposed design would be more 

compatible if a half inch router was used on the corners. 

Motion:  Overman moved to approve the proposed stair and handrail design with the conditions that a 

half-inch router is used on the edges of the balusters and that the design of the handrail and foot rail be 

submitted for final approval.  Keeney seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

PRESERVATION PLANNING 

 

Catlin asked for input for a date for the window workshop. The Commission tentatively set Saturday, July 

11, 2009 for the workshop from 10 a.m. to noon. Pinyerd volunteered to help with the workshop. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Board is July 7, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:00 p.m. 
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Submitted and Reviewed by          

       

Signature on file 

 

Anne Catlin 

Planner II 
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