
 

APPROVED: November 4, 2010 
 

CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Municipal Court, 333 Broadalbin Street  

Wednesday, October 7, 2009 

6:30 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Linda Herd, Oscar Hult, Roz Keeney, Heidi Overman, Dave 

Pinyerd, and Robyn van Rossmann, 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Absent: Derryl James 

 

Staff present: Planner II Anne Catlin, Administrative Assistant Heather 

Gravelle 

 

Others present: 6 others present 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.  

 

APPROVAL OF July 7, 2009, August 5, 2009 and September 2, 2009 MINUTES 

Motion: Commissioner Pinyerd moved to approve the July 7, 2009, minutes. Commissioner Kenney 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

Motion: Commissioner Keeney moved to approve the August 5, 2009, minutes. Commissioner Herd 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Planner II Anne Catlin noted an error on page 1 of the September 2, 2009, minutes. The word “JC 

Penney” was spelled incorrectly.  

Motion: Commissioner Pinyerd moved to approve the September 2, 2009, minutes as amended 

Commissioner van Rossman, seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING (HI-14-09): 1040 Broadway Street SW 

 

Chair Hult called the public hearing on Planning File HI-14-09, request to replace siding on the sides and 

back of the house with James Hardie cement board siding, to order at 6:36 p.m.  

 

Declarations 

 

Chair Hult and Commissioners van Rossman and Overman stated they conducted a site visit.  

 

Staff Report 

 

Planner II Anne Catlin summarized the written staff report. The applicants are requesting to replace the 

siding on the sides and the back of the house with James Hardie cement siding, she explained their goal is 
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to match as close as possible to the original siding. The house has been modified over the years, in some 

cases substantially. The application is a compliance case because they started removing siding as they 

thought it was only maintenance. The applicants will utilize as much of the original siding as possible, 

however the material is very hard to work with, is brittle and falling apart. The applicants would like to 

weatherize the home and repair areas of water damage as soon as possible. They plan on using the 

original siding on the front of the home, and the new siding will be placed on the side and back. The 

current siding is a 5 inch lap and James Hardie makes a fiber cement siding that matches the original that 

would be used on the sides and back.  

Applicant Testimony  

David Baldwin, 1433 Fern Place Albany, Oregon 97321on behalf of the owners, stated they have restored 

the whole interior of the house. When the owners purchased the home, they were told it was not in a 

historical district. Initially, they had to repair extensive dry rot and fix the additions that were built 

throughout the homes history. The owners now want to add new trim to the windows and re-side it to its 

former glory.  

Hult asked if there was any other testimony. Hearing none, he closed the public hearing at 6:47 p.m.  

Commission Discussion 

Hult expressed concern that when the owners were issued a stop work order from Building Division 

Compliance staff, they continued to work on the modifications.  

Aaron Johnson, 1040 Broadway Street SW, Albany, Oregon 97322 explained they were not aware they 

had a historical home until compliance staff issued the stop work order. At that point, it was raining, the 

siding was torn off and water was getting into the home and they felt compelled to stop the water from 

preventing further damage to their home.  

Keeney asked for further clarification on the proposed modifications to the windows.  

Baldwin stated the goal is to match the trim to the original windows. 

Keeney asked if the facia board would be continued in the dormers.  

Baldwin responded it’s up to the Commission. He added that a wide trim board going in between the 

dormers when there is not much room around the window may not look good, a smaller trim board would 

be better.  

Pinyerd suggested molding over the top of the window.  

Hult questioned when the LAC originally approved the windows; if they had specified wood windows to 

be used.  

Catlin explained the house already had vinyl windows when the case came to the LAC, but the trim was 

to be wood.  

Hult asked if any other original siding was coming off the front of the house.  

Baldwin said they would eventually like to do the entire house. On the front they would like to re-side 

around the windows and below the dormer where the black tar is and where it needs to be repaired.  
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Hult asked if it’s between the dormers and the porch.  

Baldwin responded yes, that is where a lot of the water damage and tar is.  

Herd clarified that the application in front of them is to replace siding on the front and sides of the house. 

She added it would be ideal to salvage as much siding from the back and sides and make the repairs on 

the front, and stagger the siding so it would not let water get in.  

Catlin suggested while residing the house, it would be a great opportunity to install new windows. A 

single hung window rather than the existing slider windows would restore a lot of historic integrity to the 

house.  

Johnson replied that is the plan, as soon as they can afford it.  

Keeney inquired if there is enough siding to salvage from the back and sides of the house to cover the 

front.  

Baldwin stated they hope so and would salvage as much as possible. 

Catlin reminded them that they would need to discuss the materials that will be utilized if there isn’t 

enough to cover the front.  

Hult suggested that if the front of the house could remain all wood, it would be preferable.  

Commission members agreed.  

Commission Action: 

Motion: Pinyerd moved to approve HI-14-09, with the condition that 5 inch exposure Hardie lap siding 

be allowed on the sides and back of the home and matching 5 inch wood siding to be required on the 

front, using as much of the existing siding as possible; and all of the windows shall be trimmed out as the 

upper front window. Motion passed unanimously. 

Hult commented it is a great house and wonderful resource for the City of Albany. He encouraged the 

owners to continue on the path of responsible restoration.  

PUBLIC HEARING (HI-16-09): 921 Washington Street SW 

 

Chair Hult called the public hearing on Planning File HI-16-09, a request to remove the existing garage 

and construct a two-car garage, to order at 7:08 p.m.  

 

Declarations 

 

Hult, Herd and Keeney stated they conducted a site visit. 

 

Staff Report 

 

Catlin explained the applicants would like to remove the existing garage and build a two-car garage 

designed to be compatible with the 1925 Norman Cottage house. The current garage roof is failing, which 

has caused substantial damage to the garage. It will be costly to repair, so the owners would prefer to 

build a new larger garage located further back and off the property line 3 to 5 feet to meet set back 
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requirements. Catlin added the applicants would like the garage to match the style and details of the house 

as much as possible. She referred members to drawings submitted by the applicants of the proposed 

garage. The applicants want to keep the same style and size garage door, but have two single car garage 

doors. Additionally, they want to match the gable style roof and put in an arch window to match the one 

of the front of the house.  

Applicant Testimony  

Mary Gaslin, 921 Washington Street SW, Albany Oregon, 97321 explained the garage is completely shot, 

and there is no real hope of saving it. The other reason for the modifications is there is no room to get into 

the backyard or maneuver around due to where the garage was originally placed.  

John Graham, 438 9th Avenue SW, Albany, Oregon 97321 expressed they are here in support of the 

proposed modifications to the garage.  

Hult asked if there was any other testimony. Hearing none, he closed the public hearing at 7:19 p.m.  

Commission Discussion 

Pinyerd asked what type of materials will be used.  

Catlin referred members to samples of Hardie shake siding, and a rake wood shingle. Both are available at 

Parr Lumber.  

Pinyerd asked the applicants which type was the best match to their current house.  

Gaslin responded the Hardie plank is the closest match.  

Hult questioned if the applicants proposed to use the same type of garage door that is there currently.  

Gaslin responded yes. 

Commission Action: 

Motion: Commissioner Keeney moved to approve HI-16-09, with the conditions that the garage roof 

match the pitch of the gable roof on the house and the eave returns, and other dimensions and details on 

the house, such as siding reveal and profile. (Note: the siding may be fiber-cement or wood shake 

siding.), the garage door design shall be approved by Catlin and the arch window shall be wood and 

match in placement and proportion the arched window on the house. Commissioner Pinyerd seconded it. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARING (HI-17-09): 438 9th Avenue SW 

 

Hult called the public hearing on Planning File HI-17-09, request to replace original asbestos siding with 

Hardie shake siding, to order at 7: 31 p.m.  

 

Declarations 

 

All commissioners declared a drive by visit.  
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Staff Report 

 

Catlin explained the applicants would like to replace asbestos siding with James Hardie shake siding. She 

explained she was driving by and noticed the siding has been removed. Her research found that the 

asbestos siding is believed to be original to the 1932 house and has a unique curve or wave to the edges.  

 

The owners were only planning to paint the house, but found significant dry rot behind the asbestos. 

Catlin researched and found several replacement siding options to consider. She added the intent is to get 

as close a match as possible. She noted that the James Hardie shake is not an exact match because it does 

not have a wave to it, however, another company makes a fiber cement wavy shingle that is a closer 

match, but more costly. Parr Lumber stocks a wood shake that is also a close match in texture but is not 

wavy.  

 

Applicant Testimony  

Teresa Graham, 938 9th Avenue SW, Albany Oregon 97321 commented they would like to find as close 

a match as possible, but the wavy shingle is far too expensive. They are hoping to find something less 

expensive and maintain the historic character of the house. 

Mary Gaslin, 921 Washington Street SW, Albany Oregon, 97321 commented she lives next to the 

Grahams and knows all the issues they have had with the siding. She hopes the LAC approves replacing 

it.  

Chair Hult asked if there was any other testimony. Hearing none, he closed the public hearing at 7:50 p.m.  

Commission Discussion 

Herd recommended contacting the company that manufactures the fiber cement shingle and see if they 

would come down in price, or work out some kind of demo and get a cut in price.  

Keeney commented the wavy shingle was part of the original house, and trying to keep that would be 

ideal, if possible.  

Graham responded that she has several phone calls in to the manufacturer, and no one has returned her 

calls. She added she will continue to try and contact them.  

Pinyerd stated he feels the texture is just as important, the Hardie shake doesn’t give much texture. 

Herd agreed and added she would like to see the wave, if affordable, if not she will support using the 

wood shake. 

Hult commented the house if fairly small, not much surface to cover. He added he supports using the 

cedar.  

Catlin added the original trim was saved, and will be reinstalled.  

Commission Action 

Motion: Commissioner Overman moved to approve HI-17-09, with the condition of allowing either the 

rake wood shake or the fiber cement wavy shingle, and with the requirement of matching the original 

reveal. Commissioner Herd seconded it. Motion passed unanimously. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Catlin reported on staff level review of HI-15-09, 333 Jefferson Street SE. She said it is a request to 

enlarge the garage in a way that will not be visible from the outside. The same wood will be used and the 

trim around the doors will stay. It will be a minor alteration. The other review, HI-18-09, is a request to 

replace existing sliding doors on the back of a house with French doors.  

 

Catlin informed members that the next meeting will be a legal training with the City Attorney, Jim 

Delapoer.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Catlin updated the LAC on the digital photographs needed in order to put resources on the City website. 

She stated there are many photos needed. She spoke with Jerry Oliver, and he volunteered to work on 

taking the photos. Once the photos are done, Catlin will work on putting the database online. She 

suggested that if any money is left in the budget to pay him for his efforts.  

 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

 

The next meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Board is scheduled for November 4, 2009, at 6:30 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:14 p.m. 

 

 

Submitted by      Reviewed by     

          

Signature on file     Signature on file 

 

Heather Gravelle     Anne Catlin 

Administrative Assistant     Planner II 

 

 


