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CITY OF ALBANY 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

Wednesday, January 7, 2009 

7:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Commission members present: Terry Virnig, Mike Martin, Mark Spence, Dan Conway, Lee Swanson, 

Ron Bentley 

 

Commission members absent: Larry Nelson 

 
Staff present: John Bradner, Fire Chief; Ed Boyd, Police Chief; Deb Keehn, 

Administrative Assistant I; Ed Hodney, Director – Parks and Rec; Jim 

Delapoer, City Attorney 

 

Others present: City Councilor, Bill Coburn; John Halloran 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Virnig called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Terry Virnig requested the date in minutes under “Neighborhood Watch” be changed from January 24, 

2008 to January 24, 2009.  Lee Swanson made a motion to accept the minutes of the December 3, 2008, 

Public Safety Commission meeting; Dan Conway seconded the motion; and the minutes were 

unanimously approved as corrected.  

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Fire – Chief Bradner 

 

John passed out information on two recent incidents of interest; one a fire victim rescue and the 

other successful sprinkler activation at a fire of a large business.  John explained the key points on 

each of these events including staffing, equipment used, cause of fire, time lines, etc. 

 

Chief Bradner also mentioned the five recruits who will graduate from the academy this week.  

He handed out a copy of their recruit academy training schedule which they began on December 

1, 2008.   

 

Police – Chief Boyd 

 

Their new dispatcher will be on board this month.  One new officer is half way through the 

academy and two new officers hired January 1 and will be sworn in this Friday, January 9.  

 

The new field data software training is starting this week. 

 

Ed will forward the November and December crime stats to all members via email. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Homeless in Monteith Park – After much discussion between the Committee members and Jim 

Delapoer and Ed Hodney over the specific issue of the Vineyard Church serving food to the 

homeless at Monteith, it was decided that both Ed and Chief Boyd will approach the church over 
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this matter.  The major concern appears to be the behavior of the homeless towards the public 

while at the park.  Both Ed and Chief Boyd hope to offer the church alternate solutions as to 

where they might hold their outreach program activities.  They will report back to the 

Commission after their meeting. 

 

One important note that Chief Boyd did mention was that any criminal conduct made by the 

homeless needed to be reported to APD immediately.  They need this information for data 

logging and tracking.  The use of surveillance cameras in areas that are hard to police also came 

up as a suggestion. 

 

Election of new Chair and Vice Chair - Larry Nelson was unanimously elected the new 

Chairperson of the Public Safety Commission; Terry Virnig volunteered to be the new Vice 

Chairperson. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

New Emergency Services Facility Location  - Nothing new to report. 

 

Neighborhood Watch - Next meeting is opened to the public,  Saturday, January 24, 2009, at the 

Senior Center from 10:00 to noon.  Dan Conway shared that the goal this year was to revitalize 

the neighborhood groups. 

 

Meth Awareness – Nothing new to report. 

 

GOOD OF ORDER 

 

Chair Virnig offered his appreciation to the group for the great two years he has had as Chairperson of the 

Commission.  He looks forward to helping out as Vice Chair in the coming year. 

 

Chief Boyd acknowledged Bill Coburn and thanked him for all his efforts as a Commission member.  

Everyone wished him well in his new position as City Councilor.  

 

NEXT MEETING DATE/LOCATION 

 

The next meeting of the Public Safety Commission is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 4, 

2009, at Fire Station 11. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

 

Deb Keehn 

Administrative Assistant I 


