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CITY OF ALBANY 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 

7:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

 

Commission members present: Larry Nelson, Terry Virnig, Mike Martin, Mark Spence, Dan Conway, 

Lee Swanson, Raymond Lusk 

 

Commission members absent: Ron Bentley 

 

Staff present: John Bradner, Fire Chief; Ed Boyd, Police Chief; Deb Keehn, 

Administrative Assistant I 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

Chair Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   Raymond Lusk was welcomed as our newest 

member. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Mark Spence made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 7, 2009, Public Safety Commission 

meeting; Terry Virnig seconded the motion; and the minutes were unanimously approved.  

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Fire – Chief Bradner 

 

The Deputy Fire Marshal position in Pub Ed has been filled by a Firefighter/Paramedic from the 

line. 

 

Fire has experienced a 20% increase in their call volume over the past nine days…up from an 

average of 17.5 calls per day to over 21 calls per day. 

 

Chief Bradner also mentioned that the City of Millersburg has contacted them for information 

should they want to contract for Albany’s fire protection in their city.  Right now, Albany protects 

Millersburg up to the paper mill and Peak Sun, Inc. 

 

Police – Chief Boyd 

 

For the next couple of months, Chief Boyd is busy with their budget preparation.  It will be 

“status quo” from last year’s. 

 

Their radio upgrade is going well – should be completed by June. 

 

Their two new officers are still in background check and it looks good. 

 

Crime stats in Police are also slightly up.  They’re receiving approximately 203-205 calls per day.  

The types of calls have changed, too, as they are seeing more burglaries, thefts, and car incidents. 

Chief Boyd will have a full report on the crime numbers at the Commission’s March meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

 

Due to how busy APD has been lately, Chief Boyd reported that he and Ed Hodney, Director of 

Parks and Rec, have not had a chance to meet with the Vineyard Church yet to discuss the 

homeless issue in Monteith Park.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Chair Nelson asked the members for their thoughts on the Commission’s goals for 2009 and their 

role with increasing the public’s awareness on public safety.  Such comments are summarized 

below: 

 

• Forecast for increase in crime issues given the present/future economic problems.  Be 

proactive and define what we could expect to see.   

• Make sure departments have the resources to handle the drug issues.   

• Concentrate efforts on Police and Fire issues – concerns such as the homeless matter 

should be handled by a different group.  

• Continue to keep the effort to find property for new Fire and Police locations in the 

forefront.  

• The Commission is a very important advocate for Police and Fire to the public; they are 

the unbiased voice. 

• Should safety concerns be presented to the Council at work sessions on an as needed 

basis to promote public awareness?  Should we do press releases? 

• It was suggested that each Commission member communicate with their sponsors on the 

Council.  Inviting Council members to our meetings was also mentioned. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

New Emergency Services Facility Location - The committee has not met in a while, but will 

schedule a meeting within the month.  In the meantime, Chief Bradner and Chief Boyd have been 

looking for properties on their own but to no avail. 

 

Neighborhood Watch – The Citizen’s Patrol training session will be held in March.  Chair Nelson 

was unsure of the date at this time. 

 

Meth Awareness – Vice Chair Vernig expressed his continued concern about the resources 

available for our City’s drug issue and stressed the need to do what’s best for the public. 

 

GOOD OF ORDER 

 

None 

     

NEXT MEETING DATE/LOCATION 

 

The next meeting of the Public Safety Commission is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 4, 

2009, at Fire Station 14. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  

 

Submitted by, 

 

 

 

 

Deb Keehn 

Administrative Assistant I 


