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CITY OF ALBANY 

ARTS COMMISSION 
Conference Room, Albany Public Library 

Tuesday, April 13, 2010 
3:30 p.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Commission members present: Lynn Whitacre, Marsha Meidinger, Terry Poe, Michael Moore, Glenda Fleming, 

Liz Montague 
 
Commission members absent:  Ellen Hamill 
 
Guests: Zarina Hunter, Raymond Hunter, John Boock, Jr. 
 
Staff present: Ed Hodney, Parks and Recreation Director; Ed Gallagher, Library Director; 

Marcia Timm, Supervising Librarian; Kathy Grosso, Administrative Assistant; 
LaRee Bates, Library Resources Coordinator; Joy Gilliland, Recreation 
Coordinator; Tari Hayes, Administrative Assistant 

  
  
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.  
 
2. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MARCH 2010 
 

The minutes of the March 9, 2010 were approved. 
 
3. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
None 
 

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
a. Proposal for Commissioned Sculptures 

Hodney presented the Commission with two potential projects, one for Takena Park and one for the Carnegie Library. 
John Boock, Jr., introduced Raymond and Zarina Hunter, local metal sculptors, who provided the Commission with 
project designs.  
 
The sculpture for Takena Park would replace the Takena wading pool and would integrate a water feature yet to be 
determined. The theme of the sculpture would incorporate the historical significance of the Albany Timber Carnival. 
The Commission discussed the design, materials, timeline and funding source. Fundraising is in the process and the 
earliest the project could be completed would be the summer of 2011. The Commission accepted the design concept 
and voted to support the project. 
 
The theme of the sculpture for the Carnegie Library is to honor teachers and education.  Funding for the sculpture is in 
place and work could begin immediately on the piece. The Commission approved the concept but would like to see a 
revised design incorporating some of the changes they discussed. A revised design will be provided and the  
Commission will discuss the revision at the April 24, 2010 judging of the Teen Art submissions. Hayes or Gilliland 
will provide Hodney with the Commission feedback to pass along to Boock.   
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b. City Hall Art Exhibits 
The Commission reviewed art submissions from three artists. They approved the submissions of two artists.  Shawn 
Wells will be scheduled sometime in 2011. The Commission discussed the process of selecting and scheduling artists 
for City Hall and, eventually, the Albany Public Library. The group voted to review and schedule submissions 
quarterly. Hayes and Gilliland will accept submissions and hold them until the quarterly meeting. In Hamill’s 
absence, Hayes will contact the artist selected to fill the May slot and coordinate the exhibit.  
ACTION ITEMS: 

• Hayes will contact the City Hall artist for May.  
• The second approved artist will be scheduled when Hamill returns. 

 
c. Teen Art 

Prior to the meeting, Commissioners were provided an opportunity to tour the areas in the Library where the hanging 
system was installed. Bates demonstrated how the new hanging system works and answered questions from the 
Commission. The number of pieces able to be displayed depends on the size of the artwork. Meidinger will contact 
Bates on April 26 to discuss how many pieces the Commission approved for display and work out the size of the 
display space needed.  
 
The Commission was awarded an $800 grant from the Linn County Cultural Coalition. The grant will be used to 
provide instruction and materials such as foam board, matting and hanging supplies for the teen artists.  Al Severson 
of the Frame House will provide instruction and materials for local teachers. The teachers will then take the materials 
back to their students and teach them mounting, matting and hanging methods. The grant will pay for the materials 
and Mr. Severson’s time. The Commission hopes that every student who wants to enter the show will be provided 
with the necessary materials and instruction to professionally mount their work.  
 
The Commission discussed other action items for the show. A list of action items will be sent to the Commission.  
 
ACTION ITEM: 

• Hayes will send out an action item list.  
 

d. Art Along the Rogue – Chalk It Up 
The group decided to name the event Chalk It Up as part of the Crazy Days festival.  Grants Pass organizers of Art 
Along the Rogue provided the name of a chalk artist who might be willing to come to Albany as a featured artist. 
Gilliland contacted the artist and she requires room and board and a $500 stipend. She is willing to mentor 
participants and will create a piece of chalk art over the two days. She requires an 8’x8’ space. If provided with the 
theme of the exhibit or event, she can tailor the artwork to the theme. The Commission discussed having 6-8 larger 
squares for local artists surrounding the featured artist, as well as having smaller squares available for novices and 
children. The large squares could be sold for $20, the smaller for $5, with the money going to support the costs of the 
presentation.  
 
ACTION ITEMS: 

• Gilliland will meet with the Albany Downtown Association (ADA) to determine where the chalk art exhibit 
would be placed in the event and how much space would be allotted.  

• Gilliland will contact the artist to see what her surface requirements are. 
• The Commission will create an event plan and assign duties at the next Commission meeting 

 
e. Going to Pots  

Whitacre has volunteered to be the lead on this event. Whitacre had to leave the Commission meeting early. This was 
tabled until the May meeting, at which time an event plan will be created and duties will be assigned. Hayes received 
the contact list and will review it. 
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f. Albany Artist Juried Show at the LaSells Stewart Center 
The LaSells reception is May 7, 2010 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. The Upstairs Downtown event is the same 
night.  Poe and Fleming agreed to attend the reception, staffing the table that provides nametags for artists 
and sponsors. Art Commissioners will also award prizes and honorable mentions. Awards are: $300 for first 
place, $200 for second place, $100 for third place, $100 for People’s Choice and 8 Honorable Mentions. 95 
pieces from 38 artists were accepted into the show. The Commission agreed to encourage the teen artists 
involved in the Teen Art competition to attend the LaSells show.  
 
ACTION ITEMS: 

• Moore will send Hayes the LaSells flyer to be handed out and posted at the Teen Art reception.  
 

5. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION 
 
1% for Art at Train Station – follow up – The 1% for Art involved with the remodel of the train depot was 
allotted during the Clock Tower construction.  
 
Participation in the Upstairs Downtown Wine Walk – A local winery has asked the Commission to provide 
artwork for the store front it is using during the show. The Commission agreed to round up local artists to 
display during the show. Montague has agreed to be the lead.  The Commission believes this could be the 
beginning of the “phantom” gallery project.  
 
“Phantom Gallery” – the Commission has agreed to move forward the idea of providing artwork for the 
vacant store fronts downtown.   Montague has agreed to lead this effort and it will be added to future 
meeting agendas. The Commission agreed to vote on another name, create an event plan and assign duties at 
the May Commission meeting. 
 
The Commission discussed their role in evaluating artwork and the duties and responsibilities of a 
Commissioner. They also discussed how to manage meetings. Commissioners will discuss and clarify these 
items at a future meeting.    

 
Agenda Build for Next Meeting 
• City Hall Exhibits  - schedule second artist from April meeting 
• Teen Art – reception follow up 
• Chalk It Up 
• Going to Pots 
• Albany Artist Juried Show at the LaSells Stewart Center  - follow up 
• Phantom Gallery / Upstairs Downtown follow up 
 

6. NEXT MEETING 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is May 11, 2010 at 3:30 p.m. in the Calapooia Room in City Hall. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:30 p.m. 

  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tari Hayes, Administrative Assistant, Albany Parks & Recreation 


