
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

CENTRAL ALBANY REVITALIZATION AREA ADVISORY BOARD
City Hall Council Chambers

Wednesday, January 20, 2010
5:15 p.m.

AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLLCALL

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
» November 18,2009. [Pages 1-3]
Action: _

4. SCHEDULED BUSINESS

a. Business from the Public

(Chair Cordell Post)

(Porsche/Manley)b. Request for Coutract Extension - Manley. [Pages 4-5]
Action: _

c. Request for Contract Extension - van Rossmann. [Pages 6-7]

d. CARA Planning - Common Goals of Main Street. [PowerPoint Presentation]

e. Staff updates and issues. [Verbal]

5. BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

6. NEXT MEETING DATE: Next regular meeting Wednesday, February 17, 2010

7. ADJOURNMENT

City ofAlbany Web site: www.citvo(albany.net.

(Porsche/van Rossmann)

(Porsche)

(Porsche)

The location ofthe meeting/hearing is accessible to the disabled lfyou have a disability that reqUires
accommodation, please notifY the Human Resources Department in advance by cal/lng 541-917-7500.
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APPROVED: _

CITY OF ALBANY
Central Albany Revitalization Area Advisory Board

Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street SW
Wednesday, November 18, 2009

MINUTES

AdvisOly Board Members present:

Advisory Board Members absent:

Staff present:

Others present:

CALL TO ORDER

David Anderer, Rich Catlin, Jeff Christman, Floyd Collins, Loyd
Henion, Bessie Johnson, Gordon Kirbey, Sharon Konopa, Dick
Olsen, Cordell Post, Ralph Reid, Jr., and Kim Sass

Bill Coburn, Ray Kopczynski (excused)

City Manager Wes Hare, Community Development Director Greg
Byrne, Finance Director Stewart Taylor, Urban Renewal Manager
Kate Porsche, and Administrative Assistant Teresa Nix

Gregoor Passchier

Chair Cordell Post called the meeting to order at 5: 15 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

CARA Advisory Board: October 21, 2009

MOTION: Gordon Kirbey moved to approve the October 21 CARA AdvisOly Board minutes. Ralph Reid,
Jr., seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously with Post abstaining.

CARA Small Grants Subcommittee: July 29, 2008

MOTION: Floyd Collins moved to approve the July 29,2008, CARA Small Grants Subcommittee minutes.
Reid seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

SCHEDULED BUSINESS

Business from the Public

There was no business from the public.

Urban Renewal in Oregon Rural Communities: a Tool for Historic Preservation

Gregoor Passchier said that he recently finished his Master's degree in planning and historic preservation at the
University of Oregon. He gave a PowerPoint presentation on his thesis, Urban Renewal in Oregon Rural
Communities: a Tool for Historic Preservation. The project purpose was to analyze the role of historic
preservation in the urban renewal efforts of small Oregon communities, focused on case studies in Albany,
Astoria, and Pendleton. His project involved document research, site visits, and participant interviews. He
showed photographs and reviewed each of the case studies as follows:
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Albany: The Central Albany Revitalization Area (CARA) was formed to implement the 1995 Central Albany
Land Use and TranspOltation Study (CALUTS). Efforts focused on how to use urban renewal to enhance
quality of life in the community. A $1 million CARA grant allowed for the First Avenue Streetscape to be
completed in 2004; this had a cascading effect on surrounding neighborhoods, including improvements to
Jordan Jewelers, the Flinn block, the Ames building, and the Olivetti building. The results are an aesthetic
improvement to one block in downtown Albany; accurate restoration of downtown buildings; a new business
mix with higher-end boutique stores, restaurants, usable office space, and conference space; and improved
community perception of the downtown.

Astoria: The Astor-East Urban Renewal Area was established in 1980 to restore the Clatsop County
fairgrounds. In 2000, a "cherry stem" extension of the renewal area was done in order to allow for the
purchase and restoration ofthe Astoria Liberty Theater in conjunction with a local nonprofit organization. The
Liberty Theater opened in 2005 and has hosted events, including national events that have at times filled all of
the hotel rooms in downtown Astoria. The restoration was a catalyst for redevelopment, resulting in restoration
of Hotel Elliott, Bank of Astoria Day Spa, restaurants, and a number of other historic buildings.

Pendleton: This urban renewal area includes downtown Pendleton and the area along the river. The Fayade
Restoration Program provides grants of40 percent oftotal project cost for buildings ofhistorical significance
within the urban renewal area. Completed projects include the Rainbow Cafe, the Brown Building, St. George
Hotel, and Cimmyiotti' s Building. Results include downtown housing, improved business activity, and
improved community perception of the downtown.

In conclusion, he said that a variety ofdifferent activities have been undertaken to preserve historic buildings.
In Albany, the focus has been on commercial rehabilitation and storefront redevelopment through loans and
grants. In Astoria, the focus has been on restoration of key landmarks. In Pendleton, the focus has been on
fayade restoration. He reviewed the following questions and answers from his thesis:

» Is urban renewal effective at preserving historic preservation? Urban Renewal provides an essential
funding tool for preservation. A strong regulatory framework for preservation is necessary.

» What has changed in these communities as a result of investing in historic preservation? Newhigher
end businesses, more downtown residents/office workers, improved community perception, and
development ofplace and identity. He found that historic preservation is not necessarily a job creator.

» How do communities measure success? One measurement is the increase in tax increment. It was
difficult to find other measures for success. Suggested measures that came out ofhis interviews were
vacancy rates, business mix, and community surveys.

Recommendations that came out ofthe study are to develop a strong regulatory framework for preservation, to
provide clear guidelines for applicants, to provide matching grants and loans rather than full grants, to combine
urban renewal incentives with other incentives, to seek strategies to market communities, to provide an open
public forum for decision making, and to develop clear criteria for approving projects.

Several Board members expressed appreciation for a job well done.

Discussion: Findings from Last Month's Open House

Urban Renewal Manager Kate Porsche gave a PowerPoint presentation on the results of the CARA Open
House. She noted that CARA projects as stated in the plan were posted around the room and participants were
given stickers and asked to rank the projects in order of importance. There were 42 participants.

Porsche distributed and reviewed an outline of the votes by weighted totals and comments received by
participants. The top five projects were Commer~ial Building Rehabilitation, Overhead Utilities, Santiam
Canal Esplanade, Water Avenue Improvements, and the Broadalbin Promenade.
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Porsche said she will provide a proposal for consideration at the next meeting about how the Board may want
to categorize and allocate funds moving forward. She said that a list ofspecific projects would also be helpful
for the lender. Brief discussion followed.

Staff Updates and Issues

Porsche provided an update on the Wheelhouse project; work is moving forward and the building is looking
very 111ce.

Porsche reported that the Christmas Parlor Tour will be on Sunday, December 13.

BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Gordon Kirbey requested an update on the status ofa new awning for the Pix Theater, previously approved by
the Small Grant Subcommittee. Porsche said that the holdup has been in getting the owner of the building to
share in the cost. Mr. Mexico has been working with the building owner on this issue without success.

NEXT MEETING DATE

The next regular meeting of the CARA Advisory Board will be held on Wednesday, December 16,2009, at
5:15 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

ADJOURNMENT

Hearing no further business, Chair Post adjourned the meeting at 6:12 p.m.

Submitted by,

Teresa Nix
Administrative Assistant

Reviewed by,

Kate Porsche
Urban Renewal Manager
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SUBJECT: Manley/Flinn Block Extension Request

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

CARA Advisory Board

Kate Porsche, Urban Renewal Manager~
January 14, 2010, for January 20,2010, CARA Advisory Board Meeting

Marc Manley is coming to you to request an extension to complete the work on'his building, For
your reference, he has written a short explanation of why he is making this request (please see
attached letter dated January 13,2010),

The attached request serves as his written request, and he will be present at the meeting to answer
any questions you may have,

Recommendation

Mr. Manley has continued to make significant strides on the Flinn and Ames Buildings and has
complied with CARA's process at each step of the way. The reasoning for the delay in timing
seems reasonable, and his request for an extension is justified. Staff recommends approval of the
extension through December 31, 2010.

KCP:ldh
Attachment
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January 13, 2010

Kate Porsche
Urban Renewal Manager
City ofAlbany
333 Broadalbin Street SW
Albany, OR 97321

Dear Kate,

We would like to extend the completion date for our open Developer Partnership
contracts with CARA to December 31, 2010. The Developer Partnerships from February
2008 and from November 2008 are still open and currently have a contractual completion
date of February 22, 20I O.

Substantial progress has been made on pur Developer Partnerships. Notably, the Flinn
second floor offices are practically complete, and our first tenant moved in earlier this
month. We will host an open house in this space shortly and look forward to inviting you
and the CARA board to this event.

In 2009, we focused on completing the Flinn second floor offices. We are currently
wrapping up the punch list on these offices and on other rehabilition projects in the
buildings. The largest outstanding item from our Developer Partnerships is the
consolidation ofthe retail mall or completing a restaurant kitchen. Given the current
economic climate, we feel it is prudent to give time for prospective tenants to surface,
and to make the choice on this component of our project based on who is willing to move
in. This is why we would like to extend the completion date for our open Developer
Partnerships to December 31, 2010. We hope to be finished sooner, but need time to find
the right tenants in this economy.

Would you please confirm that moving the completion dates to December 31, 20lOis OK
or let me know of any additional information you may need.

;RlfnKS)ln.d regards,

Marc Manley
Flinn Block LLC
6030 NW Primrose St
Albany, OR 97321

marc@flinnblock.com
(541) 740-6272
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SUBJECT: van Rossmann Extension Request

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

CARA Advisory Board

Kate Porsche, Urban Renewal Manager~
January 14,2010, for January 20,2010, CARA Advisory Board Meeting

Robyn and Rusty van Rossmann are coming to you to request an extension to complete the work
on their home. For your reference, they have written a short e-mail outlining the request (please
see attached e-mail dated January 14,2010). -

The attached request serves as their written request, and Roby and Rusty will be present at the
meeting to answer any questions you may have.

Recommendation

The van Rossmans have complied with CARA's process at each step of the way. The
explanation for the delay in timing seems reasonable, and the-request for an extension is justified.
Staff recommends approval of the extension through June 30, 2011 (one year from when they'll
be able to begin work due to weather constraints).

KCP:ldh
Attachment
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Porsche. Kate

From: robyn@hometeamoregon,com
To: kateporsche
Subject: Request for extension
Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2010 14:29:52 -0800

RE: 526 5th Ave. SE
Albany OR 97321

Hi Kate,

As you know, Rusty and I have requested an extension for the CARA grant for the repairs on our home. Due to Rusty's
unemployment last year, it was impossible for us to move forward with the planned repairs. Now that he is working again,
we believe that the work will be able to move forward as originally planned.

The painting has been in progress and will continue when the weather improves. The other two projects also will require
good weather. The chimney repairs must wait until it stops raining, per the chimney repair person, as the roof is steep
and he is not willing to attempt the work until the weather is dry. He also stated that he much preferred to repair the
chimneys before the roof was replaced. This means that the chimney work will most likely need to wait until July, with the
roof replacement to follow.

We thank the board for its consideration of our request.

Warm regards,
Robyn

Important Consumer Information

Brought to you by:
ROBYN van ROSSMANN, ABR
Buyer Specialist for
Samantha Alley and The Home Team
(541) 918·5045
robyn@hometeamoregon.com

This link provides information on agency relationships
and the duties and responsibilities of real estate licensees
in Oregon; please read it carefully. Click here:

http://www.oregon.gov/REAlREG/docs/Initial Agency Disclosure Pamphlet.pdf
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