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       CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Santiam Rooms, 333 Broadalbin Street  

      Wednesday, August 4, 2010 

         6:30 p.m. 

   

MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Oscar Hult, Linda Herd, Erin Johnson, Roz Keeney, 

Heidi Overman, and Dave Pinyerd  

Landmarks Commissioners Absent:  Linda Herd, Robyn van Rossmann 

Staff present: Planner II Anne Catlin, Administrative Assistant  

Heather Gravelle 

Others present: Trent Jacobs and Rebecca Bond, Albany Visitors 

Association Liaison 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Hult called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF the July 7, 2010 MINUTES 

Motion: Commissioner Pinyerd moved to approve the July 7, 2010 meeting minutes.   

Hult pointed out two corrections on page 3, under staff report: it needs to be clear the mural will be 

painted over in its entirety; additionally, Hult asked if the applicants plan to repair the brick beneath the 

plywood façade-or replace it.  Catlin explained they would repair where they can, and replace when 

necessary.  Lastly, Hult referred to page 4, it should read “his house.”  

Commissioner Johnson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously, with corrections.  

NEW COMMISSION MEMBER: 

Catlin introduced Trent Jacobs, newest member of the Landmark Commission, recently appointed by the 

Mayor.  Jacobs replaces Robyn van Rossmann who retired from her position.  Commission members and 

staff provided self-introductions and brief background information.   

UPDATE ON CASE HI-08-10 

Catlin referred members to her memo to City Council, regarding HI-08-10, an appeal of the LAC decision 

to deny replacement of most of the windows with new wood windows at the Chamberlain House.  Catlin 

explained the process of the appeal and options.  Johnson commented it seems to be a controversial issue 

due to the clientele of the home; and asked if the State has any specific requirements regarding the 

operability of the windows.  Catlin responded no; throughout her research, she has not found any State 

requirement.  She added LAC members are encouraged to attend the meeting if possible.   
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WINDOWS & OTHER SUBSTITUTE MATERIALS:  

Catlin explained the existing code is not clear; for example, is window replacement considered 

maintenance or an alteration?  Replacement is currently treated as an alteration.  She explained she would 

like to clarify the requirements and the review process to determine the level of review that is necessary. 

Some cases can move quickly through the process with a staff level review; other cases need to come 

before the LAC for consideration and action.  Catlin stated the following are examples of questions that 

need to be answered:  

 Wood window repair:  would it be staff level or LAC review, would it depend on location?   

 When is a window beyond reasonable repair?  LAC needs to develop a methodology to determine 

what is easily repairable. Additionally, a percentage of parts to be replaced, and a predetermined 

amount to be available for cost recovery needs to be established as well.  

Catlin referred members to a handout on general design guidelines and assessment of historic windows 

from Boulder that rates window repairs by classifications. Catlin stated it would be helpful when 

reviewing the applications for window replacement to have specific guidelines to follow so one can 

determine if their windows are determined beyond reasonable repair.  Catlin distributed a chart from 

Boulder on levels of review for window replacement for review – based on elevation and importance of 

the window.   

Pinyerd questioned if the LAC should develop a flowchart, outlining the different scenarios and each step 

in the process.  Catlin responded yes, developing a flowchart and written process would assist in 

establishing consistency.  She added at some point through the process, they might determine the code 

should be amended to reflect the current established process. Catlin added that staff-level review items 

need to be distinguished as well.   

Keeney referred to the Boulder chart, and stated historic non-contributing is not listed, but LAC has 

reviewed cases under that category and required those applicants to follow the established guidelines and 

code. She added when the flowchart is established, it should be added.  Catlin agreed and stated they are 

treated just like historic contributing resources in terms of the review process, because of the current code.  

She stated amending the code is a possibility.  Pinyerd recommended modifying the Boulder chart to 

reflect two rows:  visible elevations, and non-visible elevations.  Members agreed.  Catlin stated she 

would develop a matrix based on the discussion and bring it back to the next meeting for review and 

consideration.  Additionally, Catlin stated she would amend the guidelines for window replacement, to 

create an Albany version of the Boulder Standards; and an evaluation sheet for the applicants to submit 

with their application packet.   

LANDMARKS COMMISSION NAME 

Catlin explained the Landmarks Advisory Commission is not advisory, and the name will be updated in 

the Albany Municipal Code in the next few months. She asked for suggestions for a new name to reflect 

that they are a decision making body, not just advisory to the City Council. After discussion, members 

made the following motion:   

Motion: Commissioner Pinyerd moved to rename the Landmarks Advisory Commission to Landmarks 

Commission.  Commissioner Keeney Seconded.  Motion passed unanimously 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

Catlin informed members she received an application for 418 7th Avenue SW, requesting to replace their 

two front windows with wood casement windows, and the others, including the basement windows, with 

aluminum clad wood windows.  They only have one bedroom, but it has two windows and they face the 

front of the home.  Catlin stated she emailed the State on the application because it is on the special 

assessment program.  The State is fine with replacing the windows with wood for the visible ones located 

on the front of the house; they are also okay with the side windows being replaced with aluminum-clad 

windows.  The application will be part of the LAC agenda packet for review at the September 1, 2010 

meeting.  

Rebecca Bond, Albany Visitors Association, inquired if the LAC is regulating paint colors.  LAC 

members affirmed it is not, they cannot dictate what color someone should paint their home.  

Hult informed staff the agenda packets and meeting minutes are not up to date on the City website.  Catlin 

stated she would work with Heather Gravelle, Administrative Assistant to ensure it is updated as soon as 

possible.   

NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission is scheduled for September 1, 2010, at 6:30 

p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:15 p.m. 

Submitted by      Reviewed by     

   

Signature on file     Signature on file   

Heather Gravelle     Anne Catlin 

Administrative Assistant     Planner II 
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