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CITY OF ALBANY 

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMISSION 

City Hall, Periwinkle Room 

333 Broadalbin SW 

Tuesday, April 12, 2011 

12 Noon 

 

MINUTES 

 

Commission Members Present 

 

Matthew Hasek; Tim Siddiqui; Bill Pintard; Juanita Eggers; 

Jim Lawrence  

 

Commission Members Absent 

 

Terrance Virnig, Chair; Kelly Albers, Vice Chair  

Staff Present 

 

Jeff Woodward, P.E., Civil Engineer II; Karen Williams, PW 

Projects Coordinator; Barry Hoffman, Transit Programs 

Supervisor 

 

Others Present None 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Pintard called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A correction in the spelling of Matt Hasek’s name in the action paragraph of the “Nominations” item of the 

minutes was noted.  With that correction, Hasek made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 8, 2011, 

meeting, and they were unanimously approved by the Commission. 

DISCUSSION WITH ALBANY TRANSIT 

Woodward introduced Albany Transit Programs Supervisor Barry Hoffman to the Commission.  Pintard asked if 

the bus and train schedules are timed to match, and Hoffman explained that due to changes in the train schedules, 

unfortunately the two schedules don’t coincide.  Lawrence asked what would it take to coordinate the bus and 

train schedules, and Hoffman said it would be very difficult because there are multiple transit systems to work 

with – Albany Transit System (ATS) coordinates with Linn-Benton Loop, which then coordinates with Corvallis 

Transit System,  etc.  – as well as the train schedules and taking into account the driver’s work hours  

Hasek asked about the number of riders on the buses, and Hoffman said the ridership for ATS is approximately 

100,000 rides annually and the Linn-Benton Loop is approximately 120,000 rides annually.  Hoffman also said 

that although Greyhound doesn’t stop in Albany, Linn Shuttle and Valley Retriever do. 

Pintard asked what the impact will be on Albany’s Transit System now that Albany has reached a population of 

50,000 and becomes a metropolitan service district.  Hoffman said he would expect Albany would receive more 

federal dollars and potentially may double what we currently receive for the transit system, although the Linn-

Benton Loop would lose its 5311 funding from no longer being a rural service, but traveling between two urban 

areas; therefore, the City will need to make a decision on the Loop’s funding.  Hoffman answered Pintard’s 

question regarding the budget for next year, saying he doesn’t believe there will be any reductions next year. 

When asked about the bus having bike racks, Hoffman said all the buses have bike racks holding 2-3 bikes.  

Hoffman also explained that the buses are all equipped with wheel-chair lifts; however, not all bus stops are 100% 

wheel-chair accessible although the bus shelters are designed to be.   
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Hoffman said he hopes that Albany Transit System and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Commission will 

continue to work together to integrate and promote all modes of transportation services for the benefit of the 

citizens of the community.   

BIKE FRIENDLY CITY:  COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENTS – Motion supporting Parks & Recreation 

Pintard distributed a draft motion in support of Parks & Recreation’s plan to create a BMX track in Bryant Park.   

MOTION:  The Albany Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Commission supports Albany Parks and 

Recreation Department plans to establish a dirt BMX track in an undeveloped area of Bryant Park to 

replace the current unauthorized track near the park.  It further recommends, to the extent practical and 

feasible, that the track design standards of the American Bicycle Association (www.abamx.com) and 

Northern Arizona University (http://www.prm.nau.edu/prm423/bmx_track.htm) be utilized in its 

construction to provide for both safety of the participants and the public. 

ACTION:  Hasek made a motion to adopt the motion and it was unanimously approved.   

Pintard distributed copies of the new Oregon Bicycle Manual. 

2011 OREGON ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION SUMMIT 

Pintard reported on the Summit and handed out copies of the agenda from the Summit.  He said this year they 

included walking and trains as modes of transportation.  “America Walks,” “Amtrak,” and others including those 

promoting hiking, etc. were represented at the Summit. Tim Blumenthal, President of Bikes Belong, gave a 

presentation saying that he sees we are at a turning point as far as accepting walking and cycling in communities.  

Trends discussed included improvements in infrastructure in communities to support cycling and walking, 

government commitment to support alternative modes of transportation, more events happening (streets closed off 

to traffic, i.e. Sundays), and designating more bike parking spaces, and tax incentives for businesses providing 

facilities to promote bikes and walking.  Siddiqui added that he learned by adding bicycle parking areas, 

businesses can reduce the number of required parking spaces. 

 

Pintard said Blumenthal also discussed the group (approximately 60%) of citizens who think it would be a good 

idea to walk or bike, but have concerns, such as safety; therefore, addressing the risks associated with cycling and 

walking, would encourage more people to bike or walk.  Also presented at the Summit was information about 

new bicycle equipment, i.e. ability to carry grocery sacks, and the promotion of safe routes to school. 

 

Pintard added that Scott Bricker gave a presentation about combining walking, biking, and train transportation.  

He is with America Walks and is based in Portland.  Pintard shared Amtrak maps of train routes across the 

country, and a map from Travel Oregon showing routes that show bikeways in the state. 

 

2011 BIKE TO WORK WEEK/MONTH/CHALLENGE 

Pintard said he had e-mailed everyone the information from the League of American Bicyclists regarding Bike 

Month 2011, and said there are promotional materials available from this site.  Virnig is coordinating the Bike 

Challenge with the Albany Police Department. 

Lawrence arrived at 12:22 p.m. 

INTERSECTION ISSUES 

None discussed. 

COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS 

Pintard and Lawrence reported on the Bike Safety Program schedule with six schools involved – Lafayette, 

Timber Ridge, Sunrise, South Shore, Oak Grove, and Waverly.     

http://www.abamx.com/
http://www.prm.nau.edu/prm423/bmx_track.htm
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OTHER BUSINESS 

Woodward shared a complimentary copy of the magazine “Cycling Mobility” that Ron Irish, Transportation 

Systems Analyst, received.  Woodward explained it is published in Germany, and is issued four times a year.  

Woodward will ask about the possibility of ordering the magazine to be shared among the Commission and Public 
Works. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, May 10, 2011, at noon in the Periwinkle Room. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:53 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Karen Williams 

PW Project Coordinator 


