
  APPROVED: March 15, 2012 

 

CITY OF ALBANY 

HEARINGS BOARD 

City Hall Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street  

Thursday, August 18, 2011 

4:15 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

Hearings Board Members present: Cordell Post; Dala Rouse 

 

Hearings Board Members absent: Larry Tomlin 

 

Staff present: Heather Hansen, Planning Manager; David Martineau, Planner 

III; Tari Hayes, Administrative Assistant I 

 

Guests: Don Ward, applicant 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Dala Rouse called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

3. ROLL CALL 

 

4. APPROVAL OF JULY 2011 MINUTES 

 
The Board approved the minutes from July 2011 as drafted. 

 

5. QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING  

 
QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING, Case File CI-01-11 

 

This application was for an interpretation of the Albany Development Code by the Community 

Development Director that concludes: 

 

Four off-street parking spaces provided through a joint use parking facilities agreement with Davis Glass, 

230 Second Avenue SE, satisfies the conditions of approval related to off-street parking for Albany 

Redevelopment LLC, 222 Third Avenue SE (new property owners), contingent upon authorization by the 

Albany Planning Commission or Hearings Board.  The property was the subject of conditional use 

approval for Third Avenue Townhomes LLC, CU-04-08, in 2008. 

 

A Joint Use Parking Facilities Agreement meeting the criteria in ADC 9.080 shall be considered for 

authorization by the Albany Planning Commission or Hearings Board. 

 

Chair Rouse opened the public hearing at 4:22 p.m. 
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DECLARATIONS: 

 

Rouse reported a site visit.  

 

STAFF REPORT: 

 

Martineau provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the request. The City feels that the four off-

street parking spaces provided through a joint use parking agreement between Davis Glass and Albany 

Redevelopment satisfies the conditions of approval related to off-street parking.  

 

In 2008, Conditional Use 04-08 authorized the conversion of a former labor union hall into four 

residential condominium units at 222 Third Avenue.  The property owner at the time, Tim Smith with 

Third Avenue Townhomes LLC, was required to construct four off-street parking spaces behind the 

building, in addition to complying with other conditions of approval.  However, shortly after the 

conditional use was approved, the applicant was no longer able to complete the project. 

 

The property was purchased in March 2010 by Albany Redevelopment LLC, represented by Don Ward.  

The new owner began site improvement work in July 2011. During a field visit July 14, 2011, an engineer 

from Albany Public Works noted that there was insufficient room on site to comply with the off-street 

parking condition.   

 

The staff report lists three reasons explaining why site constraints make compliance with conditions of 

approval to develop parking on-site prohibitive.  To summarize: there is insufficient parking stall length, 

there are physical obstructions in the alley such as a power pole and a neighbor’s encroaching shed, and 

there is insufficient room to maintain a three-foot setback from the alley.  In short, the sum of the required 

parking stall length and the three-foot setback requirement from the alley is 21.5 feet.  On the ground, 

only 17 feet 8 inches exists, without any provision for backing or maneuvering.     

 

To that end, the Community Development Director proposes the following code interpretation: that four 

off-street parking spaces provided through a joint use parking facilities agreement with Davis Glass, 230 

Second Avenue SE, satisfies the conditions of approval related to off-street parking for Albany 

Redevelopment LLC, 222 Third Avenue SE, contingent upon authorization by the Albany Planning 

Commission or Hearings Board. 

 

There are three review criteria that have to be met for the Planning Commission or Hearings Board to 

authorize the joint use of parking facilities.  

 Regarding criterion 1, staff found that peak hours of parking usage differ significantly between 

Davis Glass and Albany Redevelopment.  There is no substantial conflict in the principal 

operating hours between the two uses.  Davis Glass will retain 12 spaces to meet its own uses.  

This criterion is met. 

 Criterion 2 says the joint use parking is no farther than 500 feet from the building or use required 

to provide parking.  The four-plex is about 200 feet away; so this criterion is met. 

 The third criterion requires development of a joint-use parking agreement by an instrument 

approved by the City Attorney, be effective for at least ten years, and shall provide for 

maintenance.  A draft agreement was reviewed and approved by City Attorney Jim Delapoer on 

August 9, 2011.  This criterion has been met. 
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APPLICANT TESTIMONY:  

 

Don Ward, Albany Redevelopment LLC, 222 Third Avenue SE, Albany, the applicant inquired as to why 

the parking was a requirement. In 2008, the original applicant for the conditional use permit offered to 

provide parking spaces at the request of the neighbors. The conditional use could be modified to remove 

the requirement, but it would be a more lengthy and costly process.  

 

The applicant voiced his disappointment that the city planners reviewing the original request didn’t verify 

that the space was available for the parking spaces that were offered at the time of the request. 

 

Chair Rouse closed the public hearing at 4:40 p.m. 

 

BOARD DISCUSSION - None 

 

MOTION: Post moved to approve with the staff recommended condition; Rouse seconded it.  

 

VOTE:  Motion passed unanimously.  

 

6. OTHER BUSINESS:  - None 

 

7. NEXT MEETING DATE: TBD 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Hearing no further business, Chair Rouse adjourned the meeting at 4:42 p.m. 

 

 

Submitted by,       

 

Signature on file 

 

Tari Hayes      

Administrative Assistant I     


