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         CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street 

                   Wednesday, August 3, 2011 

                   6:30 p.m. 

 

                MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Oscar Hult, Heidi Overman, David Pinyerd, and Keith 

Semmel 

Landmarks Commissioners Absent:  Trent Jacobs, Erin Johnson, and Roz Keeney 

Staff present: Anne Catlin, Planner II; Bernadette Feyerherm, 

Administrative Assistant    

Others present: 3 others present 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Hult called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:33 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF THE JULY 6, 2011 MINUTES 

Motion: Commissioner Semmel moved to approve the July 6, 2011 minutes as written. Pinyerd seconded 

it. Motion passed unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARING: 111, 113 and 121 1st Avenue NW (HI-14-11) 

Hult excused himself from the hearing, as he is the applicant. Pinyerd called the hearing on file HI-14-11 

to order at 6:58 p.m. The request is to install fire shutters in window openings on the back of the building 

and replace the existing garage and “man” door with wall and door to resemble what currently exists.  

Declarations:  Overman and Semmel reported they had driven by the site.  

Staff Report: Catlin summarized the written staff report. The Albany Community Theater (ACT) is 

comprised of two buildings; the Rialto building constructed in 1898 and the Burggraf building in 1913. 

The proposed alterations are on the back side of the buildings, visible from the adjacent alley, parking lot, 

and Water Avenue. The proposed alterations are designed to resemble the original features of the building 

while repairing unsafe elements, and improving the functionality of the interior for the theater’s use. 

The other alteration would maintain the transom windows and fill in the garage door with a wall finished 

to look like a garage door and replace the “man” door with one historically appropriate to the character of 

the building. Staff noted the proposed changes satisfy the review criteria. Staff recommends that the 

“man” door be painted. 

Testimony 

Oscar Hult, 825 Fifth Avenue SW, applicant. Hult stated that staff’s report captured the condition of the 

current building with one exception: the opening to the back of the building that used to be a garage door 

is no longer a garage door. The “man” door, after constant use over time, now shifts when used. 
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Additionally, it is not well built and dangerous. They want to clean up the back of the building to make it 

energy efficient by putting in storm windows. All the windows and the transom are believed to be 

original. The fire shutters that will make it look a lot better, as the openings are currently covered with 

plywood. They would like to remove the glass on the remaining windows for safety reasons and leave the 

sashes. 

John Sams, 2989 NE Newcastle, Corvallis, is the Facilities Chair with the Board of Directors for ACT. 

Safety and energy issues are the reasons why he is supporting the proposed alterations. The windows have 

four-foot by five-foot glass sheets held in place by deteriorated sash and caulking. In addition, a ten-foot 

by ten-foot section of wall has no insulation. The use of storm windows will help with energy 

conservation. 

Pinyerd closed the public hearing at 7:11 p.m. 

Commission Discussion:  

There was a brief discussion about the glass windows. 

Commission Action 

Motion: Overman moved to grant approval of the application as submitted with no conditions. Semmel 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

PUBLIC HEARING:  2751 and 2753 Salem Avenue SE (HI-15-11) 

Hult called the public hearing on HI-15-11 to order at 6:35 p.m. It is a request to demolish the c.1890 

Vunk House, which is on the Local Historic Inventory. 

Declarations: Semmel drove by the area.  

Hult stated that there is not enough information in the packet to decide whether or not it is reasonable to 

invoke a stay to demolition at this time. From the photos provided, it is hard to determine what the 

condition is and how the house fits into the neighborhood. He asked the applicant to arrange a site visit 

and recommended the hearing be continued to next month’s meeting.  

Staff Report: Catlin summarized the written staff report.  The Vunk House was constructed in 1890. It is 

one of the two oldest surviving houses on Old Salem Road. It is also a good example of a rural Italianate 

Cottage style house. The house is on the Local Historic Inventory, but not on the National Register. The 

applicants say the house is in poor condition. They intend to construct a multiple-family development on 

the property, which is allowed in the RM zoning district. The applicant will offer the house to anyone that 

is interested in moving it.   

Catlin explained that the City’s regulations do not allow the Commission to deny demolition, but they can 

invoke a stay of demolition to allow time to come up with a plan to save the house or try to relocate it. In 

conclusion, there is not enough information to determine economic impact of repairing the house or 

incorporating it into the development site. Staff recommended a stay of demolition in order to look into 

alternatives, such as relocating the house so it can stay in Albany.  

Testimony 

Candace Ribera, 100 Ferry Street NW, represents the property owner, Scott Lepman. Lepman purchased 

the property 10 years ago for the sole purpose of expanding his self-storage facility and building 

apartment units on the remaining acreage. She stated the owner has no problems with a stay to the 

demolition to try to have the house moved or its materials salvaged. The house looks good from the 
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outside, but the plumbing and electrical are failing as well as the floor. The electrical system needs to be 

replaced. The foundation is different from the house. The walls leak and are water damaged. She said 

they’d be glad to take the time for the Commissioners to have a walkthrough of the property.  

Camron Settlemier, 230 Seventh Avenue SW, requests a stay to demolish the house in question. He thinks 

there are other alternatives, such as moving the house over, rezoning or subdividing the lot. He doesn’t 

feel it meets the criteria. Visually, it does not look like it’s in a state of disrepair to warrant demolition. 

The house is currently rented. There are other places that one can rent or store items or build multi-family 

units. This is one of the oldest houses on Old Salem Road. The house is currently a mixed land use area; 

however, there are five other historic houses in the area as well. There is a mini-collection of older 

historic homes that do lead as a gateway to the National Historic Districts in the City of Albany.  

Chair Hult closed the public hearing 6:57 p.m.  

Commission Action 

Motion: Pinyerd made a motion to continue the public hearing to September 7, 2011 and schedule the site 

visit before the said meeting. Semmel seconded it. The motion passed unanimously. 

Catlin will coordinate with Ribera the time and date for the site visit.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

Catlin provided the following updates: 

 The Post World War II survey presentation needs to be scheduled. It was suggested it be the same 

date as the next LAC meeting, on September 7, 2011. The main library and West Albany High 

School were suggested sites.  

 She asked for input on workshops and newsworthy items to include in the newsletter.  

 Public input for updating the historic preservation goals, policies and development code will be 

scheduled soon.  

 Overman resigned due to her busy schedule. She was thanked for her service. Keeney also 

resigned since she moved to Corvallis. Catlin expects two new commissioners to be appointed 

prior to the next meeting. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next meeting of the LAC is scheduled for September 7, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:27 p.m. 

Submitted by      Reviewed by      

(Signature on file)     (Signature on file) 

Bernadette Feyerherm     Anne Catlin 

Administrative Assistant     Planner II 


