
   Approved:   February 17, 2011 

 Page 1 of 4 

 

CITY OF ALBANY 

TREE COMMISSION  

Albany City Hall, Willamette Room 

 

Thursday, January 20, 2011 

3:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES  

 

Commission members present: David Smith, Mark Azevedo, Bodie Dickerson, Dick Miles 

 

Staff present:  Craig Carnagey, City Forester; Rick Barnett, Recreation Program 

Supervisor; Tari Hayes, Administrative Assistant 

  

Others present:  Jeff Hawkins, Kathy Cook 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mark Azevedo called the meeting to order at 3 p.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

3. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC    
Kathy Cook told the Commission that the Oregon State University (OSU) horticulture program is very 

interested in offering a tour to the horticulture students at West and South Albany high schools during Arbor 

Week.  The tour could include a trip to the farm on campus. The tour would include elements of urban 

landscape ecology, native plants, and rain gardens.  The tour could help instill in the students and the public the 

importance of neighborhood trees and urban landscapes. This could help the public make better tree and 

landscaping choices for their yards. Cook made initial contact with the instructors at the schools and they 

seemed interested, but more follow-up is needed.  

 

The Commission discussed adding a horticulture piece to the traditional activities of Arbor Week. More 

information was requested to clarify the ties between the horticulture piece and the Arbor Week/urban forestry 

piece. Costs for transportation and substitute teachers need to be considered as well.  Cook and Azevedo will 

draft a small explanation tying the pieces together as well as an estimated budget. Carnagey will write a 

justification for the piece to be added and funded from the Urban Forestry program. Cook, Azevedo and 

Carnagey will get together before the next Commission meeting and discuss the program. 

 

ACTION ITEM:  

 Azevedo will make contact with the horticulture teachers and discuss participation and costs.  

 Carnagey will create written justification and costs and see if there is money to pay for the trip. 

 Carnagey, Azevedo and Cook will meet prior to the February Commission meeting.  
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

Approved the November 18, 2010 minutes 

 

5. SCHEDULED BUSINESS  
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a) Outstanding Tree Issues 

The trees received during the 2010 Arbor Week from Tom’s Nursery and nurtured at the Oak Creek facility 

last summer have, for the most part, been planted. Over the next few weeks, the remaining trees will be 

planted in the parks.  

 

The Parks & Recreation Department is working on the FY 11-12 budget. Funding for materials and supplies is 

not expected to increase. If the Commissioners know of any opportunities for additional trees, please contact 

the City Forester.  

 

Azevedo provided additional information on the Oregon White oak tree that toppled in North Albany at 

Gibson Hill and Crocker.  

 

Azevedo asked the City Forester to see if a row of Oregon White Oak trees could be planted along the Wah 

Chang entrance as part of the Talking Waters project. This was agreed to by City departments when white 

oaks were removed during the building remodel at the Public Works site last year. If possible, the planting of 

the oaks could be a community event.  

 

ACTION ITEM:  

 Carnagey will check with Wah Chang and the Public Works Department regarding the White 

Oak planting. 

 

b) Arbor Week 

 

Azevedo is meeting with the two Albany High School teachers and the new owner of Logs-to-Lumber next 

week to work out more details on the event. The best days for Logs-to-Lumber are Monday and Tuesday, 

April 4 & 5. Those dates work well for City staff and the Commission agreed to hold the event on those days.  

 

The large black walnut that was removed from the right-of-way at the North Point intersection in North 

Albany was moved to Kenagy’s farm and will be used for the Sawing-for-Schools (SFS) program. Azevedo 

estimates that there will be 2,500 – 3,000 board feet from this tree. Azevedo plans to ask past sponsors 

(Starker, etc) for additional wood. 

 

Sweet Home, Scio and Crescent Valley will take part in the SFS program. The Oregon Forest Institute has 

approved funding the transportation for those schools. The instructors will need to complete the electronic 

form just prior to the event. Azevedo will send the link to Hayes and the three teachers. The City will need to 

pick up substitute teacher costs, expected to run about $100 per day, per school. 

 

Hawkins would like the visiting schools to participate in SFS for the entire day, minus travel time. This will 

require providing lunches. Hawkins is the instructor at West Albany High School and will host Sweet Home 

and Scio. Neuhaus, the instructor at South Albany High School will host Crescent Valley.  Hayes will check 

with the Parks & Recreation Resource Development Coordinator to see if pizza coupons are available for 

lunches.  

 

Schools that participate will split the wood generated. Some of the stock at both schools needs to be rotated 

out. Some of that wood may be included in the distribution to other schools. This will allow them to have 

usable wood immediately, rather than waiting for it to dry. Participating schools may or may not make the trip 

to OSU to participate in loading the kiln and the tour, depending on the costs associated with the trips.  

 

Brent Belveal has offered to screen t-shirts for students participating in this year’s Arbor Week. City staff will 

research vendors and costs for blank t-shirts and will contact Belveal. The shirts could also provide an extra 

safety measure to designate participants versus spectators, a concern that’s been raised at past events.  
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Carnagey said Gary Goby may be interested in giving a talk during the week.  

 

Both shop classes are working on display cases for City Hall at the request of the Arts Commission and the 

City. The cases need to be finished by May, but if they could be done in time for Arbor Week, they could be 

part of the celebration. Hawkins provided a drawing of his proposed case. The Commission discussed and 

agreed that the cases should match, and to use Hawkins design. Neuhaus wasn’t in attendance and the final 

decision rests with City staff.  

 

Students are invited to participate in the Teen Art Show; deadline for entries is April 30, 2011. Hayes will 

send the flyer and applications to both schools.  

 

The Commission agreed to include the following in the 2011 Arbor Week.  

 Milling demonstration at WAHS and SAHS 

 4
th
 Grade Foresters program 

 Tour of OSU campus and lunch 

 Heritage tree tour, lead by Dick Miles 

 City Council presentation 

 Possibly an environmental/planting project (replacing bird box piece from 2010) 

 

ACTION ITEMS:  

 Azevedo will continue to line up additional wood resources for the SFS event.  

 Azevedo will send the link for the transportation grant to Hayes and the three out-of-town 

teachers. 

 Hayes will check with the Parks & Recreation Resource Development Coordinator to see if 

pizza coupons are available. 

 City staff will research vendors and costs for blank t-shirts and will contact Belveal. 

 Hayes will send the Teen Art Show flyer and applications to both schools.  

 Hayes will contact Heather Slocum of the City’s Environmental Services program and see if she 

has suggestions for a program during Arbor Week.  

 

6. BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION   

 

The Commission discussed the effect of watering Oregon White oaks in the summertime. It’s not a good 

practice because it usually results in short, shallow rooting which is detrimental to the tree. The Commission 

would like a news release in May or early summer with the tip not to water.  Carnagey will check on irrigation 

at City parks to make sure that the irrigation lines do not water to close to the Oregon White Oak trees.  

 

ACTION ITEMS:  

 Carnagey will check on irrigation at City parks to make sure that the irrigation lines are not up 

against Oregon White Oak trees.  

 

The East Thornton Lake Natural Area website is up and donations are being accepted. The site provides a 

good amount of information on habitat, wildlife and the history of the area.  

 

Miles would like to do some ivy cutting on the Takena Landing trail.   

 

7. NEXT MEETING DATE 

  

The next meeting of the Tree Commission is scheduled for Thursday, February 17, 2011 at 3:00 p.m. in the 

Willamette Room at City Hall. 
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8. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

 

Submitted by 

 

 

Tari Hayes, Administrative Assistant, Albany Parks and Recreation 


