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CITY OF ALBANY 

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

City Hall, Santiam Room 

333 Broadalbin SW 

Monday, December 5, 2011 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Committee members present: Chuck Kratch, Chair; Irene Coburn, Vice Chair; Robert Fox; Greg Hamann 

Absent: Cynthia Greene  

Staff Present: Ronald G. Irish, Transportation Systems Analyst; Jeff Woodward, P.E., Civil 

Engineer II; Chris Cerklewski, P.E., Civil Engineer III; Melissa Steiner, Public 

Works Clerk III; Aaron Davis, Police Officer 

Others present: None 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Kratch called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes of the August 1, 2011 meeting were approved following a motion by Kratch and a second by Coburn. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Proposed Oak Street Improvements, Queen Avenue to Pacific Boulevard 

 Irish introduced Chris Cerklewski, Civil Engineer III for the City of Albany, as the engineer designing the Oak 

Street Improvements.  Irish gave a brief overview of the project and outlined questions the Commission will be 

asked in regards to the timing of a proposed speed limit change on Oak Street.  Cerklewski gave the 

Commission a photo of the connection that will go through Pacific Highway and Ninth Street.  Cerklewski 

explained the design that is being considered for entrance and exits for the businesses affected by this street 

improvement.  He also described the changes that would take place to Oak Street, the realignment of 

Periwinkle Bike Path, and additional parking at Kinder Park.  Cerklewski and Irish explained where the 

pedestrian crossing lights would be placed on Oak Street.  Coburn asked for clarification of the entrances and 

exits to the proposed Lowes location.  Irish described the design ODOT (Oregon Department of Transportation) 

is requiring for this project.  Irish explained that ODOT will be changing their requirements effective January 1, 

2012, and he would expect Lowes to submit a new design shortly after that date. 

 Kratch asked for a description of the traffic calming plans for Oak Street.  Cerklewski indicated the plan is 

limited because most traffic calming features are initiated at intersections and this street has few intersections.  

Cerklewski said narrow road widths (10.5 foot lanes), street trees, on street parking, and one raised intersection 

are the proposed calming measures being planned for this street. 

 Irish proposed changing the speed on Oak Street from 35 mph to 25 mph because of residential housing and the 

proximity of Kinder Park.  Irish described the process ODOT requires to change the speed limit.  Irish asked 

the Commission for their recommendation on whether the speed limit on Oak Street should be lowered and 

when.  Coburn suggested they wait until the construction is finished before they request a change in speed limit 

from ODOT.  The consensus from the Commission was to wait until the construction is complete.  
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B. Crash and Accident Reporting 

 Irish and Davis gave the Commission a report from APD (Albany Police Department) showing accident types 

and totals for January 1, 2011 through June 30, 2011.  Davis then explained the capability of the data base from 

which this report was generated.  Irish asked if a report could be generated for a specific location or 

intersection, Davis answered yes.  Irish described the process he uses to translate the data he receives from 

APD to a mapping program.   

 OLD BUSINESS 

 

A.  Update: Edgewood Drive Traffic Calming 

 

Irish anticipated the neighborhood would come to the Commission with a traffic calming plan by the February 

2012 Commission meeting. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Hamann asked if there was a plan to improve the pedestrian and bike access from Jackson street area to 

downtown.  Irish described a road project that is slated to begin next year that will add bike lanes, sidewalks 

and ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) ramps in this area.   

  

NEXT MEETING 

 The next meeting has been scheduled for February 6, 2012, at 10:00 a.m., in the Periwinkle Room. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Fox made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Coburn and passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 

11:14 a.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

 Melissa Steiner, Public Works Clerk III 


