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         CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street 

                 Wednesday, April 4, 2012 

                6:30 p.m. 

 

                MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Kate Foster, Oscar Hult, Trent Jacobs, Jessica Pankratz, 

David Pinyerd, Larry Preston, and Camron Settlemier  

Staff present: Anne Catlin, Planner II, Bernadette Feyerherm, 

Administrative Assistant    

Others present: 2 others present 

CALL TO ORDER     

Chair Hult called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:32 p.m.  

INTRODUCTIONS 

Chair Hult introduced our newest LAC Board member, Larry Preston to the Board. 

APPROVAL OF THE March 7, 2012 MINUTES 

Motion:   Settlemier moved to approve the March 7, 2012 minutes with corrections noted. Jacobs 

seconded it. Motion passed unanimously.  

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING: HI-04-12. 409 First Avenue SW 

Chair Oscar Hult called the quasi-judicial public hearing on HI-04-12, a request for the front façade to 

include new wood storefront windows and panels, to order at   6:42 p.m.  

Declarations: Jacobs and Preston drove by the building. Hult spoke with the owner and had a tour of the 

building. Hult also visited with the owner when he was in the process of taking the “cheese grater” siding 

off the building and made additional visits on several occasions. The owner told Hult at that time that he 

didn’t know what plans he had for the storefront. 

Staff Report: Catlin summarized the written staff report. The subject is a circa 1895 Italianate 

architectural style building. Notices were mailed to surrounding property owners on March 23, 2012. No 

response was received. Staff referred to pictures in the staff report showing how the building was 

modified over time. It started as a single-story Italianate, but a false second story storefront was put up, 

and eventually enclosed. The upstairs was not functional except for storage.  

The applicant wants to restore the first level storefront, remove the faux brick façade and existing 

storefront windows, and replace them with wood-framed storefront windows and paneling similar to the 

historic buildings downtown. It would be a simple panel design underneath the storefront window. The 

front door needs to be recessed to meet ADA standards. The applicant proposes wood shutters or awnings 

over the windows to add character to the second floor. However, the Secretary of Interior’s Standards 

discourage changes that create a false sense of historical development. Additionally, shutters were not 

commonly used historically in Albany.  Catlin noted that the applicant considered adding molding at the 
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cornice, but it would be challenging due to the construction of the wall. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the storefront windows and door modifications with one condition: No 

shutters shall be installed on the front façade of the building. 

Applicant Testimony 

 

Thad Olivetti, POB 2768 Corvallis, OR, informed the LAC that he is no longer proposing shutters and is 

pricing on awnings and wants to know if they are amenable to them. He is looking at fabric awnings and 

would like one for each window. Olivetti said the top half doesn’t have any detail and he wants a little 

more added to it. The issue regarding the amount of light getting into the building was raised by Pinyerd 

but was told that these windows are about 10 feet tall and southern facing.   

 

Preston asked about the challenges with the top of the wall. He mentioned that Olivetti might have 

problems attaching the awnings due to the construction of the building. Olivetti explained the issue with 

the cornice at the top was the way the new roof was installed. Hult noted that one of the historical photos 

shows a very simple suggestion of a cornice.  

 

Jacobs suggested options to de-emphasize the upper portion of the building with perforated screens over 

the windows and to paint the upper level. Pankratz suggested a curved shape recess above the window as 

seen on the other buildings.  Olivetti said it would be pretty costly. 

 

Jacobs noted that in the photo, it looks like a board was applied to the original surface of the building near 

the top.  

 

Catlin asked if trim around the top windows was still a possibility since it looks like there may have been 

some historically. Olivetti pointed out the windows are recessed back and it would not look right. Catlin 

said the public will focus on the storefront level and will not notice the top story. Settlemier suggested the 

trim could be painted a bright color to make it more pronounced.   

 

Hult asked if the front door design in the application was correct. Olivetti said it was not. The door would 

look like the one at Clemenza’s.  

Hult closed the public hearing at 6:57 p.m. 

Commission Discussion 

Hult approached the idea of trim around the windows. Pankratz suggested painting the trim a different 

color.  

Preston suggested adding cornice trim instead to add character. He suggested using one or two boards to 

provide a bit of relief and would be cheap to install. Hult observed that there is a definite shadow line 

about one foot from the roof top. It appears to be the same height as the band on the next building. It 

would give a feeling of a cornice and will provide a paint line and area that can be painted a different 

color.  

Preston explained that one could easily apply a one-inch by three-inch or a one-inch by six-inch board 

and paint it a different color; it will look like a cornice band.  Olivetti supported the idea but prefers the 

band to be in stucco. 

Hult asked if the LAC has an issue with installing wedge-shaped awnings over the windows if Olivetti 

desires. Pankratz asked if the band was going to be required. Hult would like to see it as a condition of 

approval. 
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Commission Action 

Motion:   Pinyerd made a motion to approve the proposal to rehabilitate the storefront level windows and 

secondary façade based on the project’s conformance with the review criteria with the following 

conditions: 

1. The applicant may install “wedge” shaped awnings over the second story windows; 

2.  A cornice band shall be installed at the same height as the bottom of the band on the adjacent 

building to the east; and 

3. No shutters shall be installed on the building. 

Jacobs seconded it. The motion passed unanimously. 

POLICY DISCUSSION:  Telecommunications Facilities, Wind, and Solar 

Catlin requested feedback from the LAC regarding the use of modern technology in historic districts. She 

stated that the City needs to update the Albany Development Code (ADC) to be in compliance with State 

and Federal regulations regarding telecommunications technology. There are inconsistencies regarding 

where the types of communications facilities are allowed in the underlying zoning districts, along with the 

terminology and guidelines. Catlin distributed a PowerPoint presentation (Exhibit A) outlining the 

questions and issues relating to:  

 Communications Facilities; 

 Small-Scale Wind Energy Systems; and  

 Solar Collectors – Energy and Thermal Heating Systems.  

The Commission provided input on the potential standards. Catlin will bring back draft standards at the 

next meeting. Catlin explained that the LAC’s recommended standards would be forwarded to the 

Planning Commission, who will review them and hold public hearings as part of a package of city-wide 

amendments related solar, wind and telecommunications. She noted they could testify if they wished at 

upcoming hearings.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

 Historic Preservation Month Planned Activities – Catlin distributed a list of planned activities 

scheduled for the month of May (Exhibit B). Among the ideas discussed were the following: 

o Conduct the activity same time when there’s a tour of the loft. Settlemier, Foster, and 

Hult volunteered some time. 

o Hult suggested utilizing the space at Riley’s as a venue with Chris Gustafson as the 

featured artist. 

o Jacobs offered to have his carriage house as the site to do the window demo. Catlin 

suggested either May 5 or May 12. 

o Pankratz recommended having the activities posted on the City web page. 

o A “Scavenger Hunt” will be held during the month of May. 

 Preservation Awards and Nominations – Catlin asked for input on award recipients. 

o Jacobs recommended the house on 4
th
 Avenue SW that received a grant last year.  

o Linda Poris’ downtown building project was also recommended. 

o Rebecca Bond from the Albany Visitors Association suggested recognizing the Albany 

Regional Museum, the Carnegie Library and the Linn Genealogical Society for the 

assistance they provide in helping people with historic building research.  Catlin noted 

that the library has received numerous preservation awards, but supported the idea. 

o Hult suggested emailing ideas to Catlin.  

 Catlin noted the SHPO grant was awarded. She asked the LAC if they wanted to change the 
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funding priorities for the rehabilitation grant. She noted that window repairs only needed a 25 

percent match last year. The LAC supported the same funding priorities and match as last year.   

 Heritage Conference –Does any commissioner want to attend aside from Hult? Catlin asked the 

LAC to let her know. 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next meeting of the LAC is scheduled for May 2, 2012 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:13 p.m. 

Submitted by      Reviewed by      

 Signature on file    Signature on file 

Tari Hayes      Anne Catlin 

Administrative Assistant     Planner II 


