
APPROVED: September 5, 2012 

 

CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Santiam Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 

     Wednesday, August 8, 2012 

           6:00 p.m. 

 

                MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Oscar Hult, Trent Jacobs, Jessica Pankratz, David Pinyerd, and 

Larry Preston, Kate Foster, Camron Settlemier 

Staff present: Anne Catlin, Lead Long Range Planner, Tari Hayes, 

Administrative Assistant    

Others present: 5 others present 

CALL TO ORDER     

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:02 p.m.  

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING: HI-09-12, 406 First Avenue SW 

Chair Hult called the quasi-judicial public hearing on HI-09-12 to order at 6:05 p.m. This is a request to remove a 

very large pyramid-like skylight on the roof of the 406 First Avenue W, formerly the Saint Francis Hotel.  The 

applicant is Luis Perez (LP Metal Works, LLC); the property owners are Gerald and Scott Thorn. 

Declarations: Hult and Catlin toured the building with the Historic Preservation League of Oregon after it became 

listed as one of their Most Endangered Buildings.  

Staff Report: Catlin summarized the written staff report and shared the review criteria applicable for this request. 

The Saint Francis Hotel was constructed in 1912 and was designed by well known Oregon architect, Charles 

Burggraf.  Decorative features noted in the survey do not include the pyramid-shaped skylight, but it is an 

important feature to how the building functions on the interior. The skylight is not readily visible from the street 

frontages, but is visible further away from the building. 

The building was used as a hotel for several decades. The upper floors have been vacant for a very long time, prior 

to the current owners purchasing it in the 1970s. The first floor contains a printing shop. The owner is hoping a new 

owner will refurbish the building back to a use that will be compatible for the community.  

The upper floors have sustained a fair amount of damage, primarily to the ceilings, floors and plaster walls due to 

damage from water leaks, rodents, vandalism and pigeons. The applicant is requesting to remove the large pyramid 

skylight on the top of the building, but retain the well wall.  The skylight is leaking and the frame has substantial 

rust and is not repairable. City staff asked that contractor Paul Davis take a look at the skylight since he has 

repaired similar skylights on another downtown building. He concurred that the skylight could not be repaired due 

to the rust of the existing frame. 

An estimate to replace the skylight with a similar done a year ago was $20,000. The owners do not have enough 

resources to replace the skylight in kind. A letter submitted by the owner explained that the well wall would likely 

need to be rebuilt when the property is rehabilitated, and it does not make sense to replace the skylight in kind until 
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that time. Their goal is to keep the building from sustaining any more damage by repairing the skylight prior to the 

next rainy season at a reasonable cost.  

The proposal includes roofing the well wall and two small skylights that were sized to fit into the roof rafters (2 feet 

by 4 feet). They are modern in design. They will allow some light to get into the central opening, however, not the 

same amount as the original skylight. 

Catlin recommended approval with the following conditions: 

1. The skylight be photographed and the framing details and dimensions measured and recorded; and  

2. The Duralast roof membrane be grey to closely match the color of the existing skylight well wall. 

Applicant Testimony  

Gerald Thorn (Owner) 406 First Ave. SW, Albany – Thorn stated that when they do take the skylight off, they will 

try and keep as much of the glass and metal framework as possible for future owners.  

Settlemier asked if it was possible to do a semi-permanent cover (a box) leaving the existing skylight in place. 

Thorn stated that the roof gutters leak and the water would still leak down the walls. Hult appreciated the 

applicant’s offer to remove and store as much of the original light as can be salvaged. Jacobs asked if the owner had 

thought of installing a hip roof (he did and it’s was cost prohibitive.).  

Hult closed the public hearing at 6:20 p.m. 

Commission Discussion  

The Commission discussed design, costs, and alternatives to the proposal.  

Commission Action 

Motions:   Foster made a motion to approve the application, with modified conditions of approval, adding design 

modifications. Settlemier seconded, the motion failed 2-5, with Settlemier and Foster voting yes, the rest of the 

Commission voting no.   

Pinyerd made a motion to approve the application with modified conditions of approval, adding that as much of the 

existing skylight be salvaged and stored for future owners as possible and that the Duralast membrane match the 

well wall color (which is not grey). Pankratz seconded. The motion passed 5-2 with Foster and Settlemier voting 

no.  

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING: HI-10-12, 338 Sixth Ave SE  

Chair Oscar Hult called the quasi-judicial public hearing on HI-10-12, a request to save and repair an Italianate 

style home in the Hackleman District, to order at   6:38p.m.  The applicants are Dave and Barbara Sullivan. 

Declarations: Preston made a site visit.  Hult and Settlemier have driven by the property.  

Staff Report: Catlin summarized the written staff report and shared the review criteria applicable for this request. 

The house was declared a dangerous building by the City of Albany Building Official due to numerous alterations 

done to it without building permits and unsafe and unsanitary living conditions. The applicants propose to repair 

and rehabilitate the house back to a single-family dwelling. Most of the changes will be interior, but they are 

requesting to remove a front door, shutters, and an expansive carport and sweeping front porch which are 

incompatible to the style of the house. They plan to restore some of the missing architectural features (trim, corner 

boards etc,) and integrity.  In order to bring more light into the main living room and second floor and to provide 
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balance with the bay window on the east wall, the applicants propose a pair of windows on the first floor that would 

match the dimensions of the original size of the front windows and one window on the second floor that would 

match the size of the window above the bay window on the same side. 

Staff recommends approval with the following condition: 

1. The City shall review and approve the final details and drawings for the front porch, and east side windows 

prior to building permit approval. 

Applicant Testimony  

Barbara Sullivan, 208 Sixth Ave. SE, Albany – The applicants recently acquired the house in an auction.  They 

don’t know what they will find once they start demoing on the inside, and they will be able to see better what’s 

going on the exterior of the house once work on the inside starts.  

Audience Testimony 

Rob Wilson, 540 Railroad St. SE, Albany -  Wilson lived at his house for many years and has seen many changes in 

the neighborhood. This particular house has been decrepit for a long time. The changes being proposed would be 

very beneficial to the neighborhood. Wilson questioned if the applicant had a proposed time line. There is 

neighborhood concern with the slow progress of renovation of the Sullivan’s current house. Catlin stated that the 

approval is good for 3 years. The time frame is outside the review criteria, and can be discussed outside of the 

hearing.  The Sullivan’s stated they would complete it as quickly as time, weather, and budget allows.  

Hult closed the public hearing at 6:53 p.m. 

Commission Discussion 

Foster supports the proposal as long as Catlin reviews the design details of the windows. It will be great for the 

neighborhood.  

Commission Action 

Foster made a motion for approval with conditions as stated in the staff report. Pankratz seconded. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

 Chris Bailey, Operations Manager for Public Works, provided an update on an application that will be coming 

to the Commission, probably in September, regarding the 401 Main St. Church, located at the corner of 

Santiam and Main.  The City purchased the property, and the lot one block north, with an eye toward street 

improvements in the future. The City is planning to construct those improvements next summer. They are 

trying to find a solution for preserving the structure. Bailey will bring the street design forward with the 

application. Regardless, they would want to preserve the building materials, if the City needs to demolish the 

building. The Commission discussed ideas on how to preserve the church on site by moving it and/or altering 

the intersection design to go around the church.  The next preference would be relocation, with demolition not 

favored. Catlin suggested that a site visit be arranged for the Commissioners when the application is submitted. 

Commissioners were asked to send ideas to Chris or bring them to the September meeting.  

 Trent Jacobs announced that he is moving to Texas and will be leaving the Commission. The Commission 

thanked him for his work in the community. If Commissioner’s have recommendations for a replacement they 

can forward them to Catlin. Someone with architectural background would be good.  

 Hult let the Commission know that he’ll be bringing an application for window replacement at his residence to 

the Commission next month.  
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 Catlin stated that all the grant applications have been signed.  

 Catlin noted the National Trust preservation conference will be in Spokane and Pinyerd has expressed interest 

in attending. She asked the Commissioners to let her know if they were interested in attending. 

 The City is planning a Commission training session with the City Attorney in the near future, more information 

to come.  

NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next meeting of the LAC is scheduled for September 5, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:15 p.m. 

Submitted by      Reviewed by     

Signature on file     Signature on file  

Tari Hayes      Anne Catlin 

Administrative Assistant     Planner III 


