
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 

CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 
 

Albany City Hall, 333 Broadalbin Street SW 

PERIWINKLE ROOM – SECOND FLOOR 

 

Wednesday, October 3, 2012 

7:00 p.m.  
   

 AGENDA 

 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER                            Chair Hult 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 5, 2012 

4. PLANNING SESSION: Review Certified Local Government Grant Products and Timeline  

5. HISTORIC OVERLAY ORDINANCE REVIEW: Review for potential amendments 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 

7. NEXT MEETING: November 7, 2012 (regularly scheduled, if necessary) 

8. ADJOURN          

 

 

 

The location of the meeting is accessible to the disabled. If you need special accommodations to attend 

or participate, please notify the Human Resources Department in advance by calling 541-917-7500. 
 

 

 



APPROVED: DRAFT 
 

June 6, 2012 M

August 8, 201

CITY OF ALBANY 
LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Council Chambers, 333 Broadalbin Street 
Wednesday, September 5, 2012 

6:00 p.m. 
 

                MINUTES 

 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Oscar Hult, Jessica Pankratz, Larry Preston, Kate Foster, Camron 
Settlemier 

Staff present: Anne Catlin, Lead Long Range Planner, Mary Gaeta, Senior Code 
Compliance Inspector 

Others present: 2 others present 

CALL TO ORDER     

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:01 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

• inutes: Preston moved to approve the June 6, 2012 minutes.  Pankratz seconded it. Motion 
passed unanimously.  

• 2 Minutes: Settlemier moved to approve the August 8, 2012 minutes.  Foster seconded it. 
Motion passed unanimously.  

 

QUASI-JUDICIAL PUBLIC HEARING: HI-11-12, 825 Fifth Avenue SW 

Jessica Pankratz called the quasi-judicial public hearing on HI-11-12 to order at 6:04 p.m.  

This is a request to replace front gable window with arch window at 825 Fifth Avenue SW. 

The applicant is property owner Oscar Hult. As applicant and owner of the property, he cannot vote on this 
proposal.  Hult left the dais and joined the audience for the public hearing. 

Declarations:  No other declarations.   

Staff Report: Catlin summarized the written staff report and shared the review criteria applicable for this request.  

The proposed exterior alteration is to replace the existing “arched” window in the front-facing gable with one that 
matches the pentagonal design of other second story windows on the house. The existing window is not original. It 
was installed in the 1980s and does not meet egress standards for a bedroom.  

Replacing the existing window will not remove any historical materials on the house. The proposed window design 
meets minimum egress standards. The window will match the materials, proportions and design of existing gable 
dormer windows on the house and will approximate the historical character of the house. 
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Catlin noted that Dave Pinyerd, who was unable to attend the meeting, indicated via email his support of the 
applicant’s proposal. 

Staff recommended approval of the application as submitted. 

Applicant Testimony  

Oscar Hult (Owner) 825 Fifth Ave. SW, Albany – Applicant Hult submitted window designer Chris Gustafson’s 
plan drawing of the casement window, including the window dimensions. (Exhibit A in agenda packet.) 

Hult commented on the recent newspaper editorial regarding the “arduous process” he had to go through to get his 
window approved.  He felt it was not arduous as it was no more difficult than communicating project requirements 
to a contractor.  He stated that he lives in the historic district because people have to go through this kind of process 
so that he can “rest assured that some strange pimple’s not going to appear on the house across the street.” 

In response to a question from Settlemier, Hult and Catlin discussed the reason why the bottom sash is larger than 
the top one - and why a casement-style window was chosen - is to meet both egress and window-height-from-floor 
requirements while retaining acceptable size and design. 

Audience Testimony 

Chris Gustafson, 622 Walnut St. SW – Gustafson lives in the historic district, read the editorial, and doesn’t see the 
process as a major hindrance or as taking away from the rights of homeowners. He stated that he feels this process 
is “a prevention from having the historic integrity of this region freely defaced or altered in an irresponsible 
manner” and expressed his support for the work of the Commission. 

Pankratz closed the public hearing at 6:15 p.m. 

Commission Discussion  

Foster expressed her opinion that the window will be a lot better the current window. 

Commission Action 

Foster made a motion for approval of the window replacement as described in the application and staff report. 
Preston seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

Chair Hult rejoined the meeting at approximately 6:18 p.m. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Catlin referred back to Hult’s comments on the recent Democrat-Herald Newspaper editorials on August 
10th and September 2nd.  She consulted with City Manager Wes Hare as to whether the City should respond. 
She stated that Hare felt it was not appropriate for staff or the City Manager to respond; however, if a 
commissioner or a member of the public would like to write an editorial in response, that might be more 
effective. Catlin can assist with talking points if needed.  Foster felt one response on behalf of the LAC 
might be better so as not to repeat what others have said.    

• The Main Street Conference in Corvallis is coming up. It is free, and those interested may self-register on 
the website.  One day is a CLG workshop.  She will resend the link for those interested. 

• Catlin expects the vacancy on the Commission will be filled by next meeting.   

• Next meeting, Catlin hopes to begin review of some Development Code issues and schedule remaining 
grant products that relate to further inventory work on our mid-century/post-WWII resources.   
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• There is a volunteer opportunity for anyone interested in giving input on the upcoming repainting of the 
downtown fire station (Station 11). No one volunteered, but discussion followed regarding what the 
original colors of the station may have been and what colors would be appropriate for this building and its 
prominent spot on Lyon Street. 

• Catlin asked if the current meeting time of 6 PM should be changed to an earlier time. After a brief 
discussion, this appears to be the earliest time some of the members can make it in to City Hall, so it will 
remain at 6 PM. 

• Settlemier asked about the Public Works application to move the church on Main Street. Catlin reported 
that they have surveyed the property and have just started on the design. She, Hult, Ed Hodney, Kate 
Porsche, and Public Works staff met at the site and toured the property. It would be challenging to move 
the structure because of its size. The structure would likely need to be cut into sections to make a move.  
There was some discussion over the possibility of rotating the church, but this would also be a daunting 
task as the basement would have to be de-constructed and presents its own set of problems. Foster 
expressed the opinion that the City should plan the infrastructure changes around the existing historic 
features of value. Catlin stated that several departments are looking into future uses for the property 
considering its limitations including location, accessibility for public use, and cost of rehabilitation. The 
team will meet again once Public Works completes their measurements and decides what they want to 
bring forward as a plan. Foster asserted that if a private party owned the property, the City would want 
them do whatever was possible, regardless of cost, to make it look good and become an asset to the 
community. She would hold the City to a higher standard to preserve and protect the structure. Catlin 
reminded the Commission that no decision has been made, and the intersection design may be such that 
PW won’t have to come before LAC for approval. 

 
NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next meeting of the LAC is scheduled for October 3, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Pankratz adjourned the meeting at approximately 6:38 p.m. 

Submitted by      Reviewed by      
  

Mary Gaeta      Anne Catlin 
Senior Code Compliance Inspector    Planner III 
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