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CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Periwinkle Room, 333 Broadalbin Street 

     Wednesday, November 7, 2012 

           6:00 p.m. 

 

                MINUTES 

Landmarks Commissioners Present: Oscar Hult, Jessica Pankratz, David Pinyerd, Larry Preston, 

Camron Settlemier, Bill Ryals 

Staff present: Anne Catlin, Lead Long Range Planner; Kevin Hamilton, Public 

Works Construction Management Supervisor; Mary Gaeta, Senior 

Code Compliance Inspector   

Others present: Rebecca Bond, Albany Visitors Association Liaison 

 

CALL TO ORDER     

Chair Oscar Hult called the meeting of the Landmarks Advisory Commission (LAC) to order at 6:01 p.m. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSIONER 

New Landmarks Advisory Commissioner Bill Ryals was introduced to the Commission. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 3, 2012 MINUTES 

Motion: Pankratz moved to approve the October 3, 2012 minutes.  Preston seconded the motion. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

MULTI MODAL TRANSIT PATH SUPPORT 

Kevin Hamilton, Public Works Construction Management Supervisor, is applying on behalf of the city for a 

transportation enhancement grant to fund the last link in the chain of projects that has been the development of the 

multi-modal transit station.  The City has phased in this work over time using a number of different funding sources 

– mostly federal and state – to refurbish the train station, to refurbish the REA Building, the parking lot work, the 

conversion the station into a regional hub for transportation. 

As part of this grant application, Hamilton stated he would like to demonstrate community support for the project.  

The project’s last link provides a connection between the parking lot by the REA Building via a path that will go 

along the south side of highway, under the Pacific Blvd overpass, and then tie in to the end of the existing bike path 

close to COOL Pool/Swanson Park.  This bypasses the highway and offers bicycle and pedestrian access without 

interaction with traffic.  He sought LAC support for this project as it will provide a multi-use path to tie the historic 

REA Building and train station to the Hackleman District.   

Anne Catlin asked if the city now owned the train station properties and buildings, noting that the Railroad did not 

want to be listed in the National Register so the historic district didn’t include them.  Hamilton replied that the City 

owns the REA Building, but the train station is separate. ODOT is willing to grant an easement for the small sliver 

of non-City-owned property the path must cross. The tall cyclone fence erected by the Railroad will remain to 

protect users from railroad activities.   

Pankratz asked if anyone had any complaints or problems with this proposal.  Hamilton replied that the main 

concern was over the transient population that moves through the area.  The area they move through is currently 

brushy and narrow, and they cut the cyclone fence to cross over the Railroad tracks.  This project will likely 

mitigate that problem as it will widen the path – a 10-foot sidewalk with shoulders of a couple of feet on both sides 

– and lighting will be installed to make it a safe and inviting pathway.  Pankratz mentioned the impact homeless 

traffic currently has on property values in that area.  Hamilton offered that opening up the path would invite more 
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community members to use it as an access way which would tend to discourage loitering.  Preston added that 

opening up the pathway would make it easier for police to patrol the area.  Settlemier visited the site earlier in the 

day and observed that the area is currently fenced-in underneath which creates a pocket for an encampment.  More 

discussion followed regarding possible security ideas and patrol of the area.   

The bridge and canal will be unaffected by the project.  The embankment supporting the bridge is of concern to 

ODOT, so the retaining walls to protect it and cyclone fencing are going to be a significant part of cost. 

Hamilton asked for the Commission’s willingness and support to allow Oscar Hult to sign a letter supporting the 

proposal on behalf of the LAC.  Hult remarked that he had already sent a letter as a representative of the Downtown 

Association.   

Motion: Pinyerd moved to support the Albany Multimodal Transit Station Path proposal with a letter.  Pankratz 

seconded.     Motion passed unanimously. 

 

PLANNING UPDATES: FUTURE SURVEY INTEREST MEETING:  Wednesday, Nov. 28 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Catlin gave an update on scheduling a neighborhood meeting regarding a grant project to do more detailed surveys 

in one of Albany’s Post-WWII neighborhood of interest. Last meeting’s suggestion was Lehigh Acres, because it 

was thought to be the most threatened given its location.  Catlin has arranged a meeting for Wednesday, November 

28 at 5:30 p.m. at the Main Library. State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) staff will be attending. The 

presentation will be short leaving time for questions to see if residents are interested in the City hiring a consultant 

to pursue more detailed inventory work which could become the basis for a National Register district or multiple 

listing.   

She requested input on a draft letter before she mailed it to neighborhood residents.  Attendance by a couple of 

LAC members was also requested. It was suggested to include pictures and language about why they should care 

and take the time to attend.  If the Lehigh neighborhood doesn’t show interest, it was suggested to reach out to 

Lakeside and Liberty neighborhoods. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

(1)  Next month is annual open house event at City Hall on Monday, December 3 from 5:30 to 7 p.m.  Members 

of boards and commissions are invited to attend and speak with members of the public. 

(2)  Catlin asked for input on the idea to have an LAC table somewhere on the holiday home tour on Sunday, 

December 9 from 2 to 7 p.m.  Central School is on the tour and would be a good location for a table – 

especially in light of the approval of the staircase at the back of the school which could serve as an example 

of the historic review process.  This would also be a great opportunity for members to see the building’s 

recent seismic upgrades.  Catlin suggested two shifts of two people each.   

(3)  Dave Pinyerd just returned from the National Preservation conference in Spokane.  He reported that about 

1000 people attended the conference at the restored Fox Theatre.  Annie Leonard, author of “The Story of 

Stuff,” was the opening plenary speaker.  She discussed product lifecycle of items and equipment, where 

materials come from and how they are disposed of, including preservation at critical moments in the 

presentation.  A number of interesting sessions were held on topics including use of GIS and databases and 

different methods of presenting information to the public. 

(4)  The idea of implementing QR (Quick Response) codes as a way to promote history on buildings/sites 

downtown was briefly discussed as these codes are being utilized in more and more historic districts around 

the country.  

 

HISTORIC OVERLAY ORDINANCE REVIEW 

Catlin would like to get input on areas that need updating in Article 7. She distributed copies of historic 

ordinances from other cities and a copy of Article 7 with notes on suggested changes. The discussion included 

the following recommendations (with the time available): 
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(1)  Purpose Statement – Expand the purpose similar to Corvallis’ code purpose statements. They are 

beneficial.   

(2)  Exempt from Review - Catlin suggested listing clearly what is exempt from historic review and 

reviewing Corvallis’ list to start. Discussion of possible exemptions followed including: 

 interior alterations  

 routine maintenance and/or in-kind repair or replacement (define what constitutes a “repair”),  

 painting  

 some types of signs/tablets  

 alterations to new construction in historic districts (we don’t currently require review for 

buildings built after 1945)  

 new construction 200 sq. ft. or less  

 alteration or new construction not visible from the right-of-way (except for alleys) or staff level 

review 

 changes that are easily reversible 

 screen and storm doors and windows  

 installation of heating or cooling devices provided that none of the exterior historic features or 

resources are altered 

  exemptions for certain types of demolition 

 satellite dishes 

 ADA ramps that are less than 30” on non-contributing resources (and possibly historic-

contributing resources). Ryals noted historic exemptions in Chapter 21 of International 

Building Code which allows redress and relief from code requirements including ADA, Energy 

Code, etc. if building is historically contributing or within a historic district and SHPO weighs 

in on it.  He was concerned about “getting stuck in-between” how to satisfy ADA and Energy 

Code requirements as well as historic restrictions. He gave an example of the work done at the 

Children’s Farm Home which yielded ramps that do not distract from the structure.  Catlin 

noted that Building Division requirements are not as flexible when building is undergoing a 

change of occupancy and said she would talk to the Building Official about whether it is 

possible to be more flexible about at least some of the requirements.  Ryals gave an example of 

a project in Portland where a lot of fire and egress requirements were overturned to maintain 

historic integrity of the building.   

 parking lots and expansions 

(3)  Levels of Historic Review – Catlin suggested some language from the Salem code that clarifies the 

different levels of review that would be required.   

(4)  Definitions would need to be developed to be clear and understandable. 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next scheduled meeting of the LAC is January 2, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. (The regular December meeting was 

cancelled.) 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Hult adjourned the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  

Submitted by      Reviewed by     

 

Signature on file     Signature on file  

 

Mary Gaeta        Anne Catlin 

Senior Code Compliance Inspector    Planner III 


